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A Labor of Love
As many of you know, Our Lives magazine is 

fueled by love. Our contributors give of themselves—
their expertise and their wisdom, not to mention their 
time and energy—to make the magazine more than 
just a good read or an enjoyable visual. Because our 
contributors love the LGBTQ and allied community, 

they are willing to share deeply with readers their challenges, their 
hopes, their perspectives, and their uniqueness. That’s what sets Our 
Lives apart from other magazines. We truly have heart. 

This issue is my final one as editor. It is fitting that it is our Love 
issue. I began my post because of my love of the magazine, the LGBTQ 
and allied community, and, of course, editing. As I’ve said before, what I 
got in return was a deepened understanding of and passion for our com-
munity and the amazing individuals in it. What a gift these four years 
with Our Lives and Patrick Farabaugh have been.

I pass the editing torch to Emily Mills, who takes on this role with her 
trademark energy, passion, fresh ideas, and roll-up-the-sleeves dedica-
tion to making a difference. I am excited and heartened to leave the 
editing role in her capable hands.

With Love,
Virginia Harrison

Dear Ms. Harrison:

I write to congratulate you and all the folks associated with the 
September/October 2012 issue of Our Lives. It’s a gem—a pearl in the 
oyster! This issue is Olympic when compared to coverage of the arts—
especially LGBTQ—even in Isthmus, The Cap Times and other more or 
less enlightened print media.

I was not a regular reader of Our Lives until recently when I discov-
ered I could get the highlights in the online version. I am disabled and 
don’t regularly frequent most of the locations where it’s distributed. 
I’ve discovered—to my delight—that I can get it in the mail—gratis!

Everything I want to know and didn’t about the celebration of the 
arts—LGBTQ-slanted (why not?)—in Madison and area—is here 
under my fingertips. It’ll be threadbare and earmarked by the time 
the next one comes around. You and Patrick are to be commended for 
“thinking up” the theme for this issue. 

Your editorial epistle—okay: letter—telling of your intro to Ashlin 
Ware was especially heartening to me. As a 70-year-old gay male poet, 
I’m glad to see a young pup grown up, in the forefront of the arts and 
on the front cover of a ’zine that has already been somewhere and is 
going further.

I guess it says something to note, in closing, that I came to Madison 
before Dick Wagner, that I used to move props around for Michael 
Bruno, that the “U” tried to purge me, that I was once the treasurer 
of the Gay Center, and that I did my thespian-best-drag as Sr. Mary 
“Climb Every Mountain” at the first Mr. Rod show/contest. What it 
says is: I’m old. 

My best wishes to you, the staff of OL, and your readership.

Cheers, 
Lewis Bosworth
Madison, WI

Letter to the Editor

Smart Dental SMARTDENTALMADISoN.CoM

Community service and giving have been core values 
of Smart Dental since we opened our doors in 2007. We 
partner with organizations and programs that focus on 
education, the arts, and healthcare.

We give back with our time. Smart Dental has provided dental 
care at a reduced fee to people living with HIV/AIDS 
through the Ryan White program. This past summer, we 
volunteered at Mission of Mercy, where $1.75 million in pro bono dental care 
was provided in Madison. Dr. Sifri also visits elementary and preschools every 
year to teach children about healthy foods and how to have a healthy smile.  

We give back with our pocketbook. Most recently we became a Safe-School Sustainer 
for GSAFE; regular monthly giving to GSAFE helps them with budgeting for 
their anti-bullying programs. We favor supporting local theater like Stage Q, 
bikers for the ACT Ride, or our patients who are brave enough to participate in 
the Special Olympics Polar Plunge. Community support is a win-win for us. This 
is perhaps most true with AIDS Network’s FUNdraiser, “Camp Bingo.” We are 
thrilled to be entering our third season as the presenting sponsor for this. 

The Importance of giving back

Featuring businesses that give back to the communities they serve

dr. tamim sifri

CLOTHING
Extensive women’s fashion 
and accessory boutique.

JEWELRY: 
Nationally recognized collection 

of vintage jewelry and  
recently expanded bridal and 

special event jewelry.

ANTIQUES: 
Unique antiques, including 

architectural, furniture,  
stained glass, lighting, and  

high quality smalls.

HOME 
FURNISHINGS: 
American made leather furniture 

and unique accessories.

GIFTS: 
A “funky” selection of unusual 
oddities and giftables, plus a  

wide assortment of gift books 
and bath luxuries.

222 Center St., Lake Geneva
262-248-8474

ilovefunkys.com
Open 7 Days a Week

facebook.com/ILoveFunkys
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contributors

Juliet Darken is a freelance illustrator and Madison 
native. Her fine art, prints, and greeting cards are on 
display at Hatch Art House on Madison’s Willy Street. 
She is also currently enrolled as a graduate student at 
Edgewood College, pursuing a second career as an 
English teacher. In her opinion, the most important 

thing is to learn is how to communicate, and she enjoys adding her per-
sonal visual language to the human conversation. Juliet lives with her 
wife, Marlo, and three cats on the east side of Madison. darkenart.com

Linda Ketcham is the executive director of Madison-area 
Urban Ministry. She has 32 years of experience in 
human services, working with children and adults. She 
holds a master’s degree in criminal justice sciences 
from Illinois State University. Linda currently serves 
on the Board of Directors of Construction Training, 

Inc., The Religious Coalition for Reproductive Rights, and Wisconsin 
Faith Voices for Justice. She also serves on Madison’s Affirmative 
Action Commission. Linda and her partner, Kim, moved to Madison in 
1998. They live on Madison’s far-east side with their daughter. 

Beth McConnell is a photographer who believes that 
professionalism and whimsy can, and should, go hand 
in hand when creating compelling images. It’s not so 
much about the specific subject matter as it is about 
how Beth notices the subtleties of emotion, colors, tex-
tures, shapes, and relationships. Beth lives in Madison 

with her partner and their two geriatric cats, Fidget and Puppy. She is 
the author of Junk Drawers: Portraits of who we are and what we keep. 
Beth is currently exhibiting her work at Glass Nickel Pizza on Atwood 
Avenue. bethmcconnellphotography.com. (Photo credit: Karen Darcy)
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Who are you and where are you from?  I grew up in a conservative small town in Ohio. After high 
school, I went to Bowling Green State University for my bachelor’s degree in interpersonal 
communications with a dual focus in marketing and minority groups. During college, I was very 
involved with my social fraternity, intramural sports, men’s chorus, marching band, and other 
student organizations. I moved to Madison eight years ago and currently work in the Life Com-
pany for the American Family corporate office. I’m still heavily involved in my fraternity, sing 
in the Isthmus Vocal Ensemble, and play in the Badgerland Softball League here in Madison. 

Growing up, I didn’t know I was gay or even attracted to guys until my sophomore year in 
college—and even then, I didn’t feel comfortable with who I was. I really feel that I truly came 
out when I moved to Madison and joined Madison Gay Volleyball (MGV). 

how long have you played volleyball? I started playing in college my freshman year with my frater-
nity’s intramural teams. 

community

Serving for 
a Cause
Madison Gay Volleyball’s 
Rob Littell credits the 
league with helping him 
come into his own.

recruiting  
new paddlers.

no experience necessary.

220 WEST BROADWAY, MONONA, WI. 53716  608-223-9300

Mon-Fri 10am-8pm  Saturday 10am-6pm  Sunday 11pm-5pm Photographed by Roberto Amezcua

ATLAS
   COUNSELING LLC

Alexander Einsman, MS LMFT

Mind + Body Focus
Relationship Therapy
Hypnosis
LGBTQ Affirming

608.535.9285

ATLASMADISON.COM  

   Atlas
Counseling

608.535.9285
llc

• Mind + Body Focus
• Relationship Therapy
• Hypnosis
• LGBTQ Affirming

Alexander Einsman
MS LMFT

AtlasMadison.com
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how did you come to be a part of MGV? I was actually at my gym play-
ing pickup volleyball with some of the players in the league in 2008. 
They asked me to come check them out, and that was one of the best 
decisions I have ever made. I have met some of my best friends in the 
league and feel that this helped me find my place in our community. 

What roles and/or positions do you play?  My original position when I joined 
was the director of recruitment/public relations. This year I am cur-
rently the season and tournament director. 

how does your involvement with the league make a difference in your life?  The 
league has introduced me to some of my best friends. It has really 
helped me find my place not only the Madison community, but in the 
Milwaukee community, as well, where our sister league is located. Be-
ing involved in the league gave me the direction I needed to simply be 
myself and live my life to the fullest. 

how does MGV make a difference in the community?  In general, Madison Gay 
Volleyball gives the LGBTQ community a safe place to go and meet 
new people with a common interest. Next year, we are planning the 
return of our Red Day Tournament to raise money for AIDS Network’s 
ACT Ride. Our previous Red Days have had DJs, live singers, drag 
shows, raffles, silent auctions, food, and lots of volleyball. We were 
very successful in our efforts previously and would like to make it big-
ger to raise even more money for such a good cause. The league is also 
taking an interest in helping with the fourth annual Madison Gay Pride 
Tournament that is currently being organized by co-directors Kurtis 
Hopp, Bill Unrue, and me. Last year, we had around 90 players sign 
up to play in the tournament, and we would like to make it even bigger 
this coming year. The tournament takes place on Pride Weekend, with 
events running from Friday to Sunday for our players. Keep an eye out 
for more details and sponsorship opportunities.

Does MGV help you/others be your authentic self? I think being involved in 
MGV has let me play a sport I love and be myself without judgment. 
I believe our players can be who they want to be, and if they haven’t 
found their place in the community, MGV is a perfect way to do so. 

What else would you like to share about MGV? As a league, we want to provide 
a place of community, where everyone is welcome to come and play 
regardless of skill level. We really want to provide another option for 
those people who do or do not frequent the bar scene, but want to do 
something fun in the LGBTQ community.

Where does the league play? Our indoor season is being played at Pooley’s 
on the east side near East Towne Mall on Friday nights starting at 6:30. 
Our winter season starts January 18 and ends April 5. If you are inter-
ested in playing with us, please sign up as an individual or bring a team. 

how can readers learn more? You can find us on Facebook under Madison 
Gay Volleyball, check out our website at madisongayvolleyball.com, or 
e-mail director@madisongayvolleyball.com. n

septi@septifit.com

take control of your body

• Personalized Fitness
• State of the Art Studio
• All Fitness Levels
• On the Capitol Square

10 South Carroll St.  608.204.0727

Madison’s Premier Running Specialty Store

Proud Sponsor of
GSAFE’s 

WAlk/Run/EAt

berkeleyrunningcompany.com 
3234 University Avenue • 608-395-BERK

Weekdays 10am - 7pm • Sat 10am - 6pm • Sun 11am - 5pm

Tim Lom is a member of the Madison Minotaurs 
rugby club, Wisconsin’s only International Gay 
Rugby Association and Board team. He’s excited 
to be contributing to Our Lives and help various 
members of the sports community have their  
voices heard and their stories told.

To advertise, contact us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM
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larence P. Cameron has achieved what many only dream of: He 
loves and is loved by his partner of 51 years, and he has spent 
most of his life creating. Clarence is often referred to as “The 

Owlman” because he has created owls over nearly the entire span of 
his career, first in clay and later by carving soapstone, a medium he still 
works in today. He also works in metals—pewter, copper, and bronze.

Clarence credits his partner, Bob Lockhart, for supporting him and 
contributing to his prolific career as an artist and full fascinating life 
here in Madison. Bob was himself a very successful creative profes-
sional. Now 83, he is retired, but for many years he was a graduate ar-
chitect doing what he loved best: working with many families, in Madi-
son and elsewhere, designing new homes or remodeling existing ones.

The couple has been together since November 17, 1961. Bob was 
32, had previously spent two years in the Army, and was serving an 
architectural apprenticeship in Spring Green. Clarence came to school 
here as a pre-med student in 1959. Though he was initially in denial 
about being gay, when he met Bob in 1961 he fell head over heels in 
love and never looked back. 

Timing is everything. Clarence, then 20 years old, received a letter 
from his draft board later that year. It asked him if he had any mental 
or physical deficiencies. His honest answer was, “I am an active ho-
mosexual.” Needless to say, 50 years before the repeal of “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell,” the military sent his 4-F card without much ado. 

In 1965, Clarence opened a hobby ceramic shop and started hand-

building things out of clay. Starting a business with little capital was 
challenging, but with support from his family and Bob, he made it. He 
had borrowed $1,500 from his dad to buy a car and to start the business. 

Bob designed and built a booth that fit inside his convertible “like a 
Russian doll.” Then they began the art fair circuit, and over time, Clar-
ence built a very solid following. Impressed with their wide variety and 
binocular vision, Clarence started creating owls. At one point, the As-
sociated Press even picked up a story about his clay owls. After 26 years 
working in clay, he desired a change and turned to carving soapstone. 

His soapstone owls have been widely exhibited, and since 1989, 
they have been included in the Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum’s 
international “Birds in Art” juried exhibition ten times. Clarence is also 
widely appreciated in local art circles for having co-founded Art Fair 
Off the Square and for founding the nonprofit Wisconsin Alliance of 
Artists and Craftspeople, Inc., sponsor of that fair along with the Win-
ter Art Festival at Monona Terrace. At 71, he still manages to exhibit 
at those two art fairs in Madison, as well as maintain his own website. 

In their half-century relationship, Clarence and Bob have seen much 
progress in gay rights, and acknowledge that they may have had chil-
dren of their own if that had been an option for them when they were 
younger. Their families of origin were ahead of their time in accepting 
them. His parents, Clarence says, “accepted Bob like another son. 

“Whatever I got for Christmas, he got for Christmas.” Recently, the 
couple marveled at how far we’ve come as they watched Mark Pocan 
and Tammy Baldwin win elections as out gay leaders.

When asked to describe the secret of their long-lasting relationship, 
Clarence says, “It is trust. I know he is there for me; he knows I am 
there for him.” Then he adds, “He takes care of me. He cooks, cleans, 
and almost waits on me hand and foot.” If Clarence’s words offer some 
wisdom for all who wish to have long, loving relationships, it seems 
to come down to this: trust and care and support each other’s dreams.

For more information about the artist, visit owlman.com. –Karin Wolf

oUR ARTISTScommunity
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Photographed by Roberto Amezcua

Karin Wolf is the arts program administrator for 
the City of Madison Department of Planning and 
Community and Economic Development and 
the Madison Arts Commission. Her freelance arts 
writing has appeared in Brava, Sculpture Magazine, 
Public Art Review, and the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.

Clarence is also widely appreciated in local art 
circles for having co-founded art Fair off the 
square and for founding the nonprofit Wisconsin 
alliance of artists and Craftspeople, inc.
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The Wisdom of Years
Owl artist Clarence P. Cameron owes his success to the  
love and support of his partner, Bob Lockhart, with whom  
he has spent half a century. 

oUR PAGES

The Paternity Test: A Novel by Michael Lowenthal
Having a baby to save a marriage—it’s the 
oldest of clichés. But what if the marriage 
at risk is a gay one, and having a baby 
involves a surrogate mother? Pat Faunce is 
a faltering romantic, a former poetry major 
who now writes textbooks. A decade into his 
relationship with Stu, an airline pilot from 
a fraught Jewish family, he fears he’s losing 
Stu to other men—and losing himself in their 
“no rules” arrangement. Yearning for a baby 
and a deeper commitment, he pressures Stu 
to move from Manhattan to Cape Cod, to the 
cottage where Pat spent boyhood summers.

As they struggle to adjust to their new life, they enlist a surrogate: 
Debora, a charismatic Brazilian immigrant, married to Danny, an 
American carpenter. Gradually, Pat and Debora bond, drawn together by 
the logistics of getting pregnant and away from their spouses. Pat gets 
caught between loyalties—to Stu and his family, to Debora, to his own 
potent desires—and wonders: Is he fit to be a father?
In one of the first novels to explore the experience of gay men having a 
child through surrogacy, Michael Lowenthal writes passionately about 
marriages and mistakes, loyalty and betrayal, and about how our drive to 
create families can complicate the ones we already have. The Paternity 
Test is a provocative look at the new “family values.” Published by 
Terrace Books, a trade imprint of the University of Wisconsin Press.

Our Lives Recommends:
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“Look at this faggy dyke.”

he words were spat almost in my ear as my girlfriend and I 
walked down a busy Chicago street on our way to see a concert 
last summer. The words were said by a man who had nothing 

better to do than stand around and make pronouncements about people 
walking by, so maybe I shouldn’t have taken it personally. I wanted to 
laugh it off—“What does ‘faggy dyke’ mean, anyway?” But the tears 
came too, stinging at the corners of my eyes as I thought to myself, I 
shouldn’t have worn long shorts; I shouldn’t have cut my hair this way.

It was my hair, I think, that encouraged a similar remark just a couple 
of weeks later. My girlfriend and I were out for a walk again, this time 
in our own neighborhood—a neighborhood we’d chosen in a suburb of 
Madison. We bought our house here less than a year ago, going against 
our longing to be in the Willy Street or Tenney Park neighborhoods, 
those welcoming enclaves of gays and hippies and people who don’t 
care if you’re gay or a hippie. We opted for the suburb because it’s close 
to work; it has quiet streets and huge backyards.

We were less than two blocks from our house, walking and chat-
ting, enjoying the warm evening and the soft hum of the cicadas. A car 
pulled up to the intersection, bass thumping and rattling its windows. 
As the car revved and tore away from the stop sign, the driver yelled 
out of his open window, “GAAAAAY!” We hadn’t even been holding 
hands.

I’ve worn my hair like this for a while, in a style I’d convinced my-
self was short in an Emma-Watson-with-a-pixie-cut way, but I guess 
it’s really just short in a butch way. I have to assume that’s what people 
notice. But maybe it’s the way my face lights up when I look at my 
girlfriend. Or maybe it’s some innate part of me that I don’t see when 
I look in the mirror.

I used to be proud that no one had ever yelled at us from their cars 
in Wisconsin. My girlfriend is from Los Angeles, and you’d think it 
would be even better there—that gay is OK in a place like California. 
But it was worse. One time when I went to visit, we dealt with this ev-
ery day I was there. Construction workers calling out, “Can I get in the 
middle?” People honking as they drove by, yelling, “Dyke!” This was 
before we learned to stop holding hands in public.

A few days after it happened in our neighborhood, I came across a 
YouTube video by Davey Wavey titled “Called a Faggot by Strangers.” 
The description read, “What do you do if someone calls you a faggot? 

oUR PRoSEcommunity
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But Words Will Never hurt Me…
Our Lives Copy editor Kelly Murray dreams of a day when she and her partner are unremarkable to the public eye.

someone who called me “dyke” out his car 
window a couple of years ago probably doesn’t 
even remember doing it, but when i replay that 
memory in my head, i’m giving him the power to 
hurt me again and again.

Subscribe to Our Lives for FREE and have your copy mailed directly to you. Never miss an issue! Support us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

Illustration by Juliet Darken

Serving the LGBT community for over 35 years. Visit us at our new,  
expanded location just off State Street, next to Community Pharmacy.

315 W. Gorham St. Madison, WI n (608) 257-7888 
Mon.–Sat. 10–8, Sun. 12–5 n www.roomofonesown.com
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www.sosquartet.com

Sophisticates of String Quartet
Whatever your event may be, our music

can help make it extraordinary!

Ceremonies  Parties   Anniversaries
Holidays  Graduations  Celebrations of any kind!

Especially if you are gay? What is the best way to respond to homopho-
bia that is expressed outwardly and openly in your direction?”

I leaned in eagerly as I clicked “play,” hoping Davey would have the 
answer for me—the perfect comeback, or at least something I could tell 
myself that would keep those remarks from bringing tears to my eyes. 
But Davey didn’t have advice—in fact, he was asking viewers to tell 
him what to do in those situations. “What’s the best thing you can do 
or say if someone calls you a faggot?” he asked. “Leave your answer 
in the comments.”

Well, I had to stop reading after comment number three. Anyone 
who’s ever watched a YouTube video knows that the comments can 
be immature at best and vile at worst on the most unremarkable of 
videos—I’m sure you can imagine how awful they were on this one.

So, Davey and I don’t have the perfect comeback. But I want you to 
know you’re not alone if this happens to you, and I want straight people 
to know the kinds of discrimination we face in our daily lives, even in 
a liberal city. When I told a straight friend about getting called names 
while I was out in Los Angeles, she was incredulous. “People really 
still do that?” she asked. 

Unfortunately, they do. In some ways, it could be seen as a minor an-
noyance—the sort of thing that happens to anyone who’s different. And 
we have so many more important things to worry about, like fighting 
for the right to marry and legal protections for our families and trying 
to prevent serious crimes against us.

But still. These hate-filled words make us want to grow out our 
hair and stop holding hands with the person we love. They eat away 
our sense of self, of wellbeing, whether we’re 15 years old in the high 
school locker room or 30 years old on our way home from happy hour.

I’ve been thinking a lot about forgiveness, and recently started read-
ing the book Forgiveness by Dr. Sidney B. Simon and Suzanne Simon. 
One concept that really stood out to me was, “You hold your ground by 
holding on to the pain you suffered … by not forgiving them for what 
they have done. The ultimate irony is that in many cases, they aren’t 
even aware of your misery, and while you are turning yourself inside 
out, they don’t feel a thing.” Someone who called me “dyke” out his car 
window a couple of years ago probably doesn’t even remember doing it, 
but when I replay that memory in my head, I’m giving him the power to 
hurt me again and again. One response, then, lies within ourselves. We 
can work to let go of that hurt and break the “replay” cycle in our minds. 

But the other answer is to keep holding hands. To keep our hair short 
if we want it short—or grow it out, but not because some small-town 
teenager made us feel bad. If we all choose to live authentically and 
proudly, then one day we’ll be no more remarkable than any straight 
couple walking down the street. n

To advertise, contact us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

EDITOR’S NOTE: The poetry and prose featured in this column is largely 
produced by members of the LGBTQ Narratives Group. LGBTQ Narratives 
is a queer activist-writers’ group in which participants produce and share 
personal narratives and other creative works. For more information, 
contact lgbtqnarratives@gmail.com. Members of LGBTQ Narratives also 
host a monthly open mic for queers and allies. For more information about 
the open mic, contact queerspeakmadison@gmail.com.

Kelly Murray is a copy editor both for Our Lives and in 
her day job. Kelly also loves to read and write, and 
she hopes to complete a novel someday. When she’s 
not thinking about words, Kelly enjoys spending 
time with her partner of five years, who makes her 
laugh every day.
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here are many different types of performers in the LGBTQ com-
munity, from comedy queens like myself to over-the-top showgirls 
to dramatic stage performers. The diversity is what makes our 

community so very special. Lucy Von Cucci does all of the above. 

Lucy, can you tell us where and when your career as Ms. Von Cucci began? Lucy was 
born in the summer of 2009. I had entered an amateur drag competition 
with my best friend and high school sweetheart, Jake. Both of us had a 
strong interest in strong female characters, as well as pop divas. Our affin-
ity for them led us to drag as a performance art. I was painted and dressed 
like a Barbie doll by Keelie Cox Dominoe and shoved out onto the stage. 
Jake and I made the finals, where we both lost, but the connections and 
exposure allowed me to pursue drag in the future. 

So you found yourself wanting more. What was the next step for Lucy? Well, after 
only strapping on the heels periodically for the next year, I decided to run 
for Miss Planet Q at Club 5 in the spring of 2010—and failed miserably. 
After seeing my spark onstage, however, I was asked to join the Club 5 
Dolls and later convinced to run for my first-ever US of A pageant: Miss 

Isthmus in July of 2010. Although my drag career had taken off, my life 
offstage had come to a screeching halt. I was informed that Jake had been 
a part of a deadly car accident and was killed in Florida. 

I am very sorry to hear that. how did you cope with this loss? Looking for a way 
to deal (or maybe not deal), I decided to run for Miss Isthmus. I had 
prepared a comedic musical-theater number and swept the talent competi-
tion, leading me to the crown. I also did well in the interview. My gown 
presentation needed work (and still does), but I had a natural stage pres-
ence as well as theatrical experience. Winning led to more exposure and 
recognition. I placed in the top ten at Miss Wisconsin US of A that year. 

So immersing yourself into the art of drag helped you through the hard times? 
Yes—however, the 2010 Dolls disbanded at the end of the year, and I 
started to grow tired of Lucy. My title and reputation kept getting me 
bookings, but I really had a desire to return to the theater. In the spring 
of 2011, I got a part in Queer Shorts 6, and was bitten by the acting bug 
again. I did, however, have a few more drag events to attend to. So, I de-
cided to pitch an event to a local venue called Lucy’s Amateur Drag Race. 
This was my way of giving back and finding fresh, talented performers to 
grace the stage. It was a month-long event in July every Friday, with the 
final Friday being finals. By the end of July, I was about ready to hang up 
the heels and focus on a career as well as my hobby of theater.

What led you back to drag?  I came to realize drag and theater for me will nev-
er be separate. I was pre-cast in Michael Bruno’s cabaret-style Dirty Little 
Showtunes late in the summer of 2011, which featured a half drag-queen 
cast in Act 2 featuring yours truly (as well as featuring Madison’s other 
theater queen, Davina DeVille). Next I was cast in Stage Q’s Clapptrapp, 
featuring a female impersonator as Maria in a gay-campy version of The 
Sound of Music. It wasn’t until Steve Noll’s production of As Bees in 
Honey Drown in the spring of 2012 that I got to be a boy again on stage.

So you changed direction to focus on “Lucy” again?  I auditioned for the Dolls 
of Five again in 2012 and entered into what I call The Second Coming 
of Cucci. I no longer wanted to be taken lightly as not only a performer 
but also an artist. I made the Dolls cast but didn’t stop there. I prepared 
another theatrical talent for the Miss Madison pageant and took another 
title. Longing to be more than a Broadway diva to the drag community, I 
stayed away from theater while preparing for the state title of Miss Club 
Wisconsin; I stuck to pop music, humor, and hunky backup dancers (later 
named the Cucci crew). I won the talent category and swept the onstage 
interview. I was able to win my first state title as Miss Club Wisconsin.

Congratulations! A lot of performers strive to accomplish the same goals, but some 
have no idea the responsibility that comes with such a title. What you have learned 
since your win? I’ve tried to promote the art through various avenues. The 
second Amateur Drag Race has almost reached its conclusion, and we 
have six new girls I want to throw in the mix of performers in this city. I 
have taken over Five Nightclub’s Sunday shows to help promote consis-
tent and entertaining shows, with an audience-first approach. 

What sets you apart from other performers? I bring a fresh take to drag. I don’t 
let my ego or pride stand in the way of my art. I let my performances 
and actions speak for themselves. Remember, you are there to entertain. 
Pick numbers that cater to the crowd you are in front of, and be prepared! 
There is nothing worse than going out to shake the stress away on a Fri-
day night to see a drag queen doing a ballad without knowing any of her 
words. You are paid to keep the crowd engaged, so make sure you do it!

oUR ENTERTAINERScommunity
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Presenting Lucy Von Cucci
Trina Avalon-Pirahna talks with her fellow performer and  

current holder of the Miss Club Wisconsin title.
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Bank from your phone 
with Mobile Banking

Combine checking ease and
a savings account to set aside
money for taxes and maintenance.
Add special benefi ts for 
homeowners, including rate and 
closing cost discounts, and you’ve 
got the Home Advantage.

home-savings.com   282.6000

The Home Advantage
for Homeowners

Checking, Savings, Security
Where does Dan stand in the life of “Lucy”?  In my day life I work for Meriter in 
their health information management department. I enjoy working for a 
nonprofit healthcare group and hope to advance within the company. I’ve 
also started seriously dating a “restaurateur.” Things in my life have dras-
tically changed since I started doing drag, but I can finally say I’m starting 
feel comfortable in my own skin both on- and offstage.

Where do you see yourself and your career heading? After my step down from 
Miss Club Wisconsin, I will most likely back off from performing for a 
while. I would still like to stay involved in the production of shows. Next 
to being in good drag shows, I love to see good drag shows. If there is 
anything I can do, with or without Lucy, to provide those shows, I will be 
all for it. My goal for the future is to be able use my art to express myself 
onstage and continue to raise the bar and push the envelope for the good 
of both the drag community and the Madison LGBTQ community.

What advice would you leave us with for anyone who is embarking on the journey 
into drag or stage performance? I would let people know to always keep 
a good head on their shoulders. Don’t be influenced by the negativity 
that can surround the drag community. People will always gossip, throw 
shade, and judge, but as long as you can focus on yourself, always give 
your best, and not get wrapped up in the illusion, you can continue to give 
great performances while winning over the audience and your peers. n

Trina Avalon-Pirahna (Christopher Wilford) is a local 
drag entertainer who has performed in various 
nightclubs and charity events around Wisconsin. 
She is the current Miss FIVE Nightclub Plus and 
introduces Our Lives readers to other entertainers of 
interest to our local LGBTQ community.



Support Us
You can make a secure donation on our 
website or contact us for information about 
planned giving.  Please consider joining one 
of our committees, volunteering at an event, 
or becoming a member of our board.

newharvestfoundation.org
Find us on Facebook!

A Member of

New Harvest Foundation
is the only foundation in South Central 
Wisconsin that channels charitable 
contributions exclusively to organizations 
working to promote lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) rights, services, 
culture and community development. 
Founded in 1984, New Harvest Foundation 
is operated by a Board of Directors, along 
with other volunteers. It pools contributions 
of hundreds of donors each year to provide 
grant money to LGBT causes.  We raise 
money to give back!

Seekardia is a growing resource 
for addressing bullying and for 
understanding issues related to LGBT 
individuals.  New Harvest is excited to 
have funded the “What’s Religion Got 
To Do With It?” project, which involved 
gathering stories and survey results from 
LGBTQ youth on their experiences with 
religion.  In December, Proud Theatre 
performed a dramatic reading of winning 
poems and essays from the Seekardia 
writing contest. 
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Meet some of the members of the Sisters of 
Perpetual Indulgence…

NOVITIATE SISTER BROOMHILDE  
VON BRATWURST

What do you love most about being a Sister? I love 
the opportunity to have fun, push boundaries, 
and support local charities at the same time.
Why did you get involved with the Mad City Sisters? 
I love the sense of community and belong-
ing. It allows me to use my theatrical skills 
for a good cause.
Please share a fun Mad City Sisters anecdote. On 
my first outing as a Sister, our group received 
a standing ovation upon entering a bar. A few 
unsuspecting patrons were taken by surprise 
and after very reverently offering their bar-
stools to us, asked, “Who on earth are you?” 
It was wonderful that despite not knowing 
who we were, they showed such respect.
The Mad City Sisters are a fun group with a serious 
mission. how do you mix the two? We use our ap-
pearance to draw attention to the needs in our 
community. It’s very difficult to say no to a 
nun in whiteface selling raffle tickets!

SISTER SHAWNTI FEY

What do you love most about being a Sister? What 
I really love most about being a Sister is the 
chance to interact with people in the com-
munity on a one-on-one basis and talk with 
them about safer sex and the joys expressing 
our individuality.
Why did you get involved with the Mad City Sisters? 
I have to make my community a better place, 
not only for the LGBTQ community of the 
present, but also for everyone living in it and 
for our children. What better way than to mix 
drag, community outreach, and silliness. 
Please share a fun Mad City Sisters anecdote. 
My favorites are when we are traveling on 
the Square between bars and we get stopped 
on the street to “explain” who we are. The 
look on peoples’ faces when they realize that 
we are not in costume and we are really nuns 
out doing good work is great to see. We usu-
ally have the opportunity to pass out a few 
condoms and safer-sex information. Got to 
help keep the community healthy, you know.
The Mad City Sisters are a fun group with a serious 
mission. how do you mix the two? With fabulous 
makeup, outfits, and condoms. Who could 
not have a good time with men and women 
dressed like mad drag clown nuns who pass 
out condoms to the masses?

NOV. SR. PERVERSULA  
FELLALADIEUx,

MISTRESS OF THE QUILL,  
THE MAD CITY SISTERS, INC.

What do you love most about being a 
Sister? My favorite part is watch-
ing the range of expressions on the 

faces of those we meet for the first 
time. Surprise, shock, amusement, 
and then curiosity is the normal 

gamut. Curiosity is my favorite of all. 
It breeds education.

Please share a fun Mad City Sisters anecdote. 
My favorite was a 50/50 raffle we ran 

for a children’s charity. We were 
not given a lot of instruc-
tion from the event or-
ganizers, and had a few 

bumps in the evening. 
But when the winner 
of the 50/50 raffle 

oUR ENTERTAINERS
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Photographed by kelly Doering, Stick People Productions

For the Love of Good
The Mad City Sisters just can’t get enough of the stares and questions. 

It’s all about getting the conversation started.

threw his $200+ prize into the donation bin, 
we were all reminded not to take anything, es-
pecially ourselves, too seriously.
The Mad City Sisters are a fun group with a serious 
mission. how do you mix the two? I believe hu-
mor and absurdity are great tools for breaking 
down barriers. Throughout history, the sacred 
clown has always appeared to shed light in 
the darkest of places, and to instruct with ir-
reverence and wit. The Sisters proudly carry 
on this tradition, spreading joy and fun with 
a purpose.

NOVITIATE SISTER SUCKAjAWEENA

What do you love most about being a Sister? I love 
being with a group of people who wish to do 
good for the community in a creative and un-
restrained fashion.
Why did you get involved with the Mad City Sisters? I 
knew of the Sisters in high school and fell in 
love with a picture of a cute Sister on a bike in 
San Francisco. 
The Mad City Sisters are a fun group with a serious 
mission. how do you mix the two? I’m surprised 
more groups don’t mix it up. I love that we 
aren’t confined to a certain standard. I think 
everyone is trying to hard to be like everyone 
else, and they aren’t allowing themselves the 
chance to explore who they really are. We do 

that and help others at the same time, which—
for some of us—is our true selves. 

NOVITIATE SISTER PI-RHO TECKNIQUE

What do you love most about being a Sister? I love 
being asked what I am and why we’re doing it.
Why did you get involved with the Mad City Sisters? I 
was approached by Sister Shawnti Fey when 
she wanted to start a Madison House of SPI.
The Mad City Sisters are a fun group with a serious 
mission. how do you mix the two? How can you 
not? Once you mix levity with seriousness, the 
message is both easier to deliver, and, quite 
often, readily heard and understood. n

A touching, uplifting and often humorous look at 
those who’ve suffered from AIDS and the loved 

ones they’ve left behind.  

FEATURING 45 PROMINENT MADISON  
ACTORS AND SINGERS!   
(See the list at mtmadison.com) 

 

January 18-19, 2013  at 7:30pm 
 

Bartell Theater, 113 E. Mifflin St.  
 

Visit www.mtmadison.com or call  
1-800-838-3006 for tickets!  

 

For Angels, Punks and Raging Queens 
By Bill Russell and Janet Hood 

 
 

A benefit for MTM and the AIDS Network. 

Musicals with character. 
www.mtmadison.com 

the mad City sisters, inc. started in 2012. they 
are a 501(c)3 corporation and in august were 
awarded official mission status by the united 
nuns privy Council. they meet at outreach 
on the second saturday of the month, and the 
public is welcome. learn more at madcity 
sisters.com. their official mission statement 
reads, “the mad City sisters are a 21st century 
spiritual order madly dedicated to spreading 
joy through wit, health education, fundrais-
ing, and glitter! We stack the deck against 
guilt and shuffle the cards of human diversity 
to unite all under the suit of equality!”

more about the sisters

community
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December 5 | Fair Wisconsin Holiday Auction at the Madison Club

Wisconsin LGBT Leadership Conference, February 8–10, hyatt Regency, 
Milwaukee The Leadership Conference is an innovative approach to building 
a more skilled and connected network of LGBT, and allied leaders who are 
empowered to achieve and protect LGBT equality in their local communities. 
Engage LGBT leaders and emerging leaders, activists, and allies across 
Wisconsin. The conference is co-produced by Diverse & Resilient and the Fair 
Wisconsin Education Fund. fairwisconsineducationfund.com/conference

outReach’s LGBT Senior Alliance Winter Dinner/Social with Willma & Friends, 
January 17, Madison Senior Center Special guest star for the after-dinner 
show will be Willma Flynn-Stone and friends. Tips from the show go to 
combat LGBT homelessness in Dane County. lgbtoutreach.org

Forward Theater Company Presents: Collected Stories, January 17–February 3, 
overture Center In collaboration with Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, directed 
by C. Michael Wright, and featuring FTC advisory company member Sarah 
Day and Milwaukee actress Laura Frye. forwardtheater.com

Eligies for Angels, Punks and Raging Queens, January 18–19, The Bartell 
Theater Inspired by the AIDS Quilt and Edgar Lee Masters’ Spoon River 
Anthology, Bill Russell compiled a series of monologues and songs to tell the 
story of the wide variety of people living with AIDS. A fundraiser for Musical 
Theater Madison and AIDS Network. mtmadison.com

Arrr! Pirates Bingo, January 27, The Sheraton hotel Kicking off 
the eighth fabulous season! Hosted by Cass Marie Domino, with 
celebrity ball callers Z104’s Aaron Rogers and WIBA’s Chandra 
Lynn. Benefits AIDS Network. madcampbingo.org

Bon Temps! A Madison opera Mardi Gras, February 1, Town Center 
of the Wisconsin Institutes for Discovery  Madison Opera is thrilled 
to host Bon Temps! A Madison Opera Mardi Gras to benefit Opera 
in the Park and MO’s education programs. madisonopera.org

Vampires & Werewolves Bingo, February 24, The Sheraton hotel, 
Madison Hosted by Cass Marie Domino. The celebrity ball callers 
are NBC15’s Christine Bellport and Leigh Mills. Benefits AIDS 
Network. madcampbingo.org

Advertise in Our Lives. For rates and info, contact us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM
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Fair Wisconsin Education Fund  
Leadership Awards & gala Dinner
February 9, Hyatt, Milwaukee
Join Fair Wisconsin as we honor 
leaders and activists who have 
made significant contributions to 
the advancement of LGBT equality. 
Keynote for the dinner will be activist 
Zach Wahls.
fairwisconsineducationfund.com

oRGANIzATIoNS

AIDS Network
600 Williamson St., Madison (608) 252-6540
aidsnetwork.org

Alianza Latina
facebook.com/alianzalatinamadison

Bowling out Loud
beckwith.matt@yahoo.com

Dairyland Cowboys & Cowgirls
dcandc.org

Fair Wisconsin
203 S. Paterson Street, Madison (608) 441-0143
fairwisconsin.com

Frontrunners/Frontwalkers
personalpages.tds.net/~tmcclurg

Gay/Straight Alliance 
for Safe Schools (GSAFE)
301 S. bedford St., Madison (608) 661-4141
gsafewi.org

Gay Softball League
ssblmadison.com

Gay Volleyball League
madisongayvolleyball.com

hermanos Latinos
sneal@aidsnetwork.org

Lez In Color Yahoo Group
LezInColor@yahoogroups.com 

Lez Talk Yahoo Group
leztalkmadison@yahoogroups.com

Madison Gay hockey Association
madisongayhockey.org

Madison Minotaurs Gay Rugby
minotaursrugby.org 

New harvest Foundation
newharvestfoundation.org

out Professional and 
Executive Network (o.P.E.N.)
openmadison.org

outReach Community Center
600 Williamson St., Madison (608) 255-8582
lgbtoutreach.org

PFLAG - Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays
(608) 848-2333
pflag-madison.org

Perfect harmony Men’s Chorus
perfectharmonychorus.org

StageQ - Madison’s Queer Theater
stageq.com

UW - Madison LGBT Campus Center
800 Langdon St., Madison (608) 265-3344
wisc.edu/lgbt

Wisconsin Rainbow Families
wirainbowfamilies.com

A representative sampling

Cultural, Social, Service, and nightlife listings

gET LISTED To see your event on this page, be sure to post it on our community calendar ourlivesmadison.com

Fourth Annual OPEN Dinner  
Celebration Presented by US bank 
January 31, Overture Center
Network and celebrate our 
community in the spectacular Main  
Hall of Overture Center. Craig Samitt, 
M.D., President & CEO of Dean Health 
System, is the keynote speaker. 
Z104’s Aaron Rogers will emcee. 
openmadison.org

Out at the Symphony Featuring 
Pianist gabriela Montero
January 19, Overture Hall
Out at the Symphony is an 
opportunity to connect with John 
DeMain, the Madison Symphony 
Orchestra, and the LGBTQ community 
in a fantastic night of great classical 
music with an exclusive after-party.
madisonsymphony.org
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save the date

March | new Harvest Dinner

April | aIDS network’s red ribbon affair

April 26 | Out at the Opera

May | GSafe Celebration of Leadership

June 7-9 | Milwaukee Pridefest

June | OPen betty Lou Cruise

June | fruitfest

August 1-4 | Wisconsin aIDS ride

August | Wisconsin Capitol Pride

october | GSafe Walk / run / eat

october | OPen Career fair

Come out and watch our games
Sunday nights at Hartmeyer Ice Arena.

madisongayhockey.org

MADISON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
John DeMain | Music Director

Out at the
Symphony

Media Partners: 

Presented by: 

SATURDAY
JANUARY 19 
8 PM

Overture Hall  
John DeMain and the
MSO present Jennifer
Higdon’s blue
cathedral, Beethoven’s
Piano Concerto No. 1
with pianist Gabriela
Montero, and Dvořák’s
Symphony No. 6.

AFTER-PARTY

fresco
Enjoy the company
of friends atop the
Madison Museum of
Contemporary Art 

$55 orchestra level
$39 mezzanine level

Prices include concert and party

Order tickets online 
by January 15

madisonsymphony.org/out

Follow the Symphony!

December 15 | Madison Ballet’s “Out at the Ballet”

19

oUR SPoNSoRED EVENTS

zach Wahls
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in just two years since we introduced our collaborative list with fair Wisconsin, our number of out 
and allied couples has tripled! this year over 650 Wisconsin couples answered the call of Our Lives 
and fair Wisconsin to stand up for love and fairness. together we are sending a message— to our 
community, our youth, our allies and our opponents—that caring and committed lgBtQ couples 
are here to stay and deserve recognition and protection. From madison to milwaukee and port 
Washington to platteville, together we are building a fair Wisconsin.

Responses were collected through a collaborative survey e-mailed to both the Fair Wisconsin and  
our lives mailing lists. Sign up for either (or both!) at FairWisconsin.com and OurLivesMadison.com.

a f To n

 21 Shelley Anderson & Nancy Burzell 
a p p L e To n  

 50 Marvia & Bill Perreault* 
18 greg born & Timothy Hennes
17 Chad & Andrew Wege
16 Jerry koleske & Michael Nitz
16 Michael Nitz & Jerry koleske

 14 Rachel Crowl & Helen Kramer
 13 Rose Hammond & brenda Rivet
 13 Sandie Brown & Nicole Casamassa  
 12 Erin & Nicole buenzli
 11 Stacey Dudley & Sheri Mealy 
 10 Julie konik & Christine Smith

9.5 Sara Rabideau & Samantha Tassoul
9 Heather & Natalie Starr

 8 Alisa DiSalvo & Aimee Zaleski
 8 Jeff Amstutz & Chad Hershner

8 Sally Masters & Chris zingler
6 Chuck Erickson & E-ben grisby
6 Jessica & Joline
6 kathy Flores & Ann kendzierski
6 kristine Ellwood & Patricia Posorski
5 Jenifer Dalke & Jennifer Wheatley

 3 Brandi Alonzo & Amber Flores  
B a i L e Ys  H a r B o r

13 Douglas Smith & Michael Meulemans
B a r a B o o  

12 David & Ryan berahn
7 Rene Ruhland & Jenn Severson

B a r r o n

7.5 Daniel Djubenski &  brandon Litwiller
B aYs i d e

 8 Jeffrey Evans & George Marek  
B e L L e v i L L e

23 ken Cameron & brian Thompson
B e Lo i T

 25 Shelley Ball & Becky Watson   
10 Tina Lenz & Joanne Mandt

 2 Joseph Hernandez & Robert Markin  
B o s Co B e L

37 T.J. Meehan & Larry Ortt
7 Jennifer Johnson & brenda Larson

B r o d H e a d

 5 Cindy Desch & Lynn Olson   
B r o o k f i e L d

12 Lynn Carlson & Lisa Rouskey
B r o W n  d e e r

20 Lys buck & Liz Yoon
 9 Adam & Britt Wegner* 
B u f fa Lo  C i T Y

 7 Karan & Michael Matera*   
B u r L i n G To n

 7 Steven Mayo & Jarod Pobst   
C a M B r i d G e

 40 Mim Jacobson & Marian Korth
32 george gay & brian Soper

C H i p p e Wa  fa L L s

 17 George & Cindy Stamm*   
10 Jason bennett & Daniel Hardy

We’re Growing Stronger Every Year!
caring & committed

couples list 2013

 ol
our lives

oN ThE CoVER: Sarah & Casey Groeneveld Kenney
4 Years // Every time I call Sarah my wife, it makes me so proud of what we’ve become 
together. Throughout the last four years, communication has really been the heart and soul of 
our relationship. We are such different people when it comes to our personalities and interests, 
but through honesty and openness, we’ve taken those differences and challenged one another 
to grow as individuals and as a couple. We have a strong, unwavering love for one another, 
and we try to enjoy the little moments in our relationship as much as the defining ones. From 
training our spoiled little puppy, Brody, to working through the stress of planning our recent 
wedding, we’ve learned how to be a team, and—more importantly—a family.

cover

kEY
• Couples are listed by the number of years spent together.
• Bold text indicates couples registered under Wisconsin’s Domestic Partnership Registry.
• Allied/supportive straight couples are followed by an (*).

Photographed by kris Ugarriza, redwaveweddings.com and Roberto Amezcua

 (on why she called everyone “darling”) 
“ Because all my life I’ve been terrible at remembering people’s 
names. Once I introduced a friend of mine as ‘Martini’. Her name 
was actually ‘Olive’.”
[  Tallulah Bankhead  ]

1501 MONROE STREET, MADISON
608.819.8230  |  HOTELRED.COM  |  VISIT US ON FACEBOOK

Enjoy the local color

HAPPY HOUR
MONDAY-FRIDAY 3-7PM
ALL-DAY SUNDAY 

BEER • WINE • SPECIALTY COCKTAILS
SMALL PLATES • COMPLIMENTARY PARKING 

january / february 2012

Co L faX  

 41 Glenn & Marlene Steinbach A   
Co Lu M B u s

 4 Rene Simon & Stephanie Thurow  
Co o n  va L L e Y

4 Albert Johnston & Donald Schuh 
CoT TaG e  G r o v e

 24 Marilyn krump & gloria krysiak
 13 Jennifer Carlson & Tina Rogers

7 Suzanne Fichtel & Cheryl Ravenscroft
C r o s s  p L a i n s

 3 Odysseas Ladopoulos & Sasha Troha*   
C u d a HY

 11 Megan O’Keefe & Crystal Silkwood  
 9 Trisha Lammi & Josh Wendorf*   
C u s T e r

32 kim beckham & Debra Hunt
d a n B u rY

 52 Margaret & James Hogg*
d e  p e r e

20 David baux & Donald Jeske
 5 Nancy & John Nusbaum*
d e f o r e s T

 11 Holly Anderson & Colleen Marsden  
d e L a f i e L d

10 Alex & James Langreder
d e L ava n

 7 Laura Lenz-Perkins & Gaia Lenz
e au  C L a i r e

 38 John Peterson & Arturo Santos
 37 Carol Schumacher & Virginia Wolf
 15 Christopher Iannone & Thomas Murphy  
 14 gretchen & Jo Lindoo
 11 Chuck Schwie & Travis Welke

 11 Erin Rosenberger & Libby Smith
 11 Lisa Herrmann & Jane Schley
 9 Lyn barnes & Joan Nelson
 <1 Johnny Bardeau & Bill O’Connell
e d G e r To n

 8 Kristofer Bauch & Keven Hunt
e L L s W o r T H

 5 Erin & Melissa kaspar-Frett
e va n s v i L L e

 17 Denise Janssen Eager & Chris Eager*
 5 Linda Arrowood & gwen goos
 3 David Elliott & Patrick Reese
f i TC H B u r G

 23 Susan Cary & Vicki May
 22 Andrew & Mary Somers*   
 18 Michele Perreault & Stephanie Spoehr
 16 Catherine briggs & Marty Fox
 15 Javier DeLuna & Raul Gutierrez Herrera
 15 Thomas Gillen & Brian Widder
 13 Cindy byczek & kristin Fiore
 11 Lindsay Raftis & Alicia Stevenson
 10 Jessica Maus & Hailey Schulte
 10 Katie Belanger & Jason Sidener*   
 8 Joey Conti-Wilford & Christopher Wilford
 7 James Mulder & Charles Philyaw 
 5 Jessica Fettiplace & James Lupiezowiec*   
 4 Anne Hecht & Diane Olsen
 2 Maggie Augustin & Patty Riepl  
 2 Russ Faulkner & Breianna Hasenzahl-Reeder*  
 2 Ryan Crose & Steven Heller   
f o n d  d u  L aC

 12 Steven Cahee & Randy Veeser  
f o r T  aT k i n s o n

 12 Amy Rappold & Stephanie Thibault  

f o u n Ta i n  C i T Y

 17 Margaret beth Cherne & Cindy killion
f oX  L a k e

 10 Belle & Jill Gallagher    
 42 Robert Starshak & Ross Draegert
f r a n k L i n

 51 gail baier & Janice Clark
 1 Gracie Limbach & Riva Murdock  
 f r a n k s v i L L e

 1 Angela Peters & Christina Robinson  
f r e d o n i a

 28 Christopher Hewitt & Dean Wiegert
f r i e n d s H i p

 13 Carla byrnes & Sara Oswald
G e r M a n To W n

 11 Dennis kohler & Pat brown
G L e n d a L e  

 28 DA Leonard & W. Michael Ross  
  12 Loree Cook-Daniels & Michael Munson  
  8 Warren Dugan & Steve Powell
 5 Nathaniel brunner & Jason burns
 4 Gina Lisko & Julie Taylor   
G o r d o n

 4 Kathleen Gates & Katherine S.  
G r e e n  B aY

 15 Jay bero & Steve Thomson
 12 Angela & Deanne Pierce
 12 Lucas Long & John Paul
 10 Angie & Deanne kowalzek-Adrians
 6 Emily & Paul Jacobson   
 4 Tina Marie Baeten & Peggy Kubiak  
  4 Todd kane & Michael Vinson
 3 Cory Nicklaus & Justin Pearson  
  3 Tina Baeten & Peggy Kubiak   
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Double Your Impact
for Sick Kids

Now through February 28, every dollar donated to the 

American Family Children’s Hospital’s Sick Kids Can’t Wait 

campaign will be matched by another generous donor. 

With beds often full or close to capacity, every gift makes  

a difference for kids like Carson who need critical care.

DONATE TODAY:

uwhealthkids.org

 2.5 Julie Christiansen & Sam Troemel  
  2 Andrew Christopher & Andrew Helmann
G r e e n f i e L d

 13 Glenn Krakower & Denis Poleck
 9 gail grzybowski & Donna Skiba
 6 James (JR) & Rod Rasch-Claussen
 4 Jackie Degenhardt & Donna Schweda
 3 Dana Gill & Jessica Langoehr  
 <1 Curtis Klamann & Travis Stenli
G r e s H a M

 25 Dawn & Paul Maxcy*   
H a r T L a n d

 12 Jenny Jones & Sarah Smith  
H a Z e L H u r s T

 33 Karin Long & Susan Sloniker   
H o L M e n

 4 Brooke Hall & Rachael Thompson  
H o r i Co n

 15 Jeff Hoddel & Tim Kubehl   
H u B e r T u s

 20 Nancy Maas & Tammy Thorlakson
J aC k s o n

 5 Traci & Zach Wilson*   
J a n e s v i L L e

 26 Debra Grenzow & Barb Smith 
 14 Doug balfanz & Joe Stoffels
 14 Maria Parker & kelley Richardt
 12 becky Leahy & Lora Whitten
 12 Jennifer & Alexis Cloute    
 11 Kelley Blair Ostermann & Adam Ostermann*  
 10 Jay Schleker & Josh Siedschlag
 10 Robert Crandall & Michael Piette
 7 kimberly blanchette & Colleen Frentzel
 4 Randi Mathews & Lisa Ruiz

jamesetta Fousek & jen Ferstl
12 Years // Over the past 12 years, my relationship with Jen has grown and evolved 
into something that I could never have imagined. One of the things I love most about our 
relationship is the genuine support that we have for one another—whether it is career-related, 
health-related, or regarding our roles as moms. In the last 12 years we have been able to 
“tweak” our communication style and are able to be (most times) clear about what we need; 
neither one of us has time to read minds or to assume what is needed. I love that we continue 
to make each other laugh on a daily basis and that we embrace the quirkiness that still lingers 
from when we first met. I love that she still gets excited when I come home from work and that 
she knows me to the core! There is truly no other being who knows me better.

member profile

name:
Cedric Johnson

title:
Annual Giving 
Coordinator

employer:
Madison Children’s 
Museum

Cedric Johnson is an active member of 
OPEN’s external committee, planning the 
annual dinner. After stints in advertising 
and public relations, he now puts his skills 
to work for the nationally recognized 
and locally beloved Madison Children’s 
Museum in financial development.  
Outside of the museum he stays busy 
with the local creative scene, cycling, 
music, and is eager to volunteer with 
GSAFE in the coming year.

open’s Vision anD mission

Our vision is a vibrant community 
where LGBTQ leaders are a significant 
catalyst for strengthening the 
economy of the capital region.

Our mission is to connect and create 
LGBTQ leaders in the capital region.

We do this through:

• Professional development
• Corporate & community outreach
• Networking
• Mentoring programs

JANuAry 31
OPEN’s Annual Dinner

Presented by uS Bank

at Overture 
Center. 

Keynote by 
Craig Samitt, 

President & CEO 
of Dean Health 

System

openmadison.org

J e f f e r s o n

 5 Sheryl Schutt & Tarrah Spooner  
k au k au n a

 3 Robert gulig & Scott Webber
k e n o s H a

 20 Trudy Farrell & Lori Wangerin
 5 Sarah & Jonathan Melcher*   
 4 Phllip F. Anderson & Bill Hetland
k e Wau n e e

 31 Marsha & Gary Brown*   
k i e L

 19 kevin Heling & Steven Mantia
L a  C r o s s e

 30 Francie ball & Mary O’Sullivan
 23 Tara De Long & Willem Van Roosenbeek 
 19 Rebecca Angle & Tracie blumentritt
 7 Scott Grosskopf & Aaron Klawiter  
  5 Victor Macias-gonzalez & Scott Swedeen
 8 Dee Carpenter & Rosanne St. Sauver  
L a  fa r G e

 21 Joseph & David Rogan-Nordstrom
L a  p o i n T e

 21 glenn Carlson & Michael Childers
L a k e  G e n e va

 39 Beth & Jody Lynn Rendall  
L a k e  M i L L s

 30 Roger Packard & David Musolf  
M a d i s o n

 61 Joann F. & Joseph W. Elder*
 51 Clarence Cameron & Bob Lockhart
 45 Calvin Bruce & Cathy Caro-Bruce*
 44 Curt & Joan Anderson* 
 44 Kay Heggestad & Paul Wertsch*
 43 Chuck bauer & Chuck beckwith
 37 Raphael kadushin & Thomas Mcghee
 35 Sunshine Jones & Joann kelley
 33 Betty Harris Custer & J. Corkey Custer*
 33 Janice Czyscon & Crystal Hyslop
 33 Lee Melahn & Rick Shaver
 33 William Busch & Nira Scherz-Busch*
 32 James Dietrich & Steven Webster
 32 Louie Phillips & brian Schultz
 32 Pamela Hill & Sheryl Jones
 31 Danielle Dresden & Donna Peckett
 31 Nancy buckwalter & Sue Hughes
 30 J. Patrick & S. J. Robinson
 30 Jini kai & Lynne MacAdam
 30 John Cannon & John Fritsch  
 30 Linda Halsey & Mary Milhaupt
 30 Melissa keyes & Ingrid Rothe
 30 Sue Currier & Janis Senungetuk
 29 Sara Karon & Catherine Odette
 29 Michael F. Bemis & Duane M. Hansen
 29 Tom DeChant & Paul gibler
 28 Darren & Stephanie Bush*
 28 Phil biebl & kevin grohskopf
 28 Robert Bergeman & John Sacia
 27 Margo kealey & Sarah Newport
 27 Ocean & Deb Meir*
 27 Todd Streicher & Rylee Wedekind* 
 26 Priscilla Herman & barb
 26 Rob Latousek & brian McCormick
 25 Debra & Shana greane
 25 Jacquelyn Strahl & P. Weiss  
 25 Leslie bernstein & grace Cooper
 25 Lois Bradley & Pat Framke
 24 Chad LaFlash & Dale Decker
 24 Dean Pedretti & Michael Jay Phillips
 24 Jim Chiolino & David Heuer
 24 John Ferguson & Kurt Schuhart
 24 katy Heyning & Judi Trampf

 24 Mare Chapman & Pam Porter
 23 Brad & Maureen Bohlen*
 23 Phil Schleicher & Steve Schumacher
 22 Andrew & Giso Broman
 22 Charlotte Easterling & Eric Shipley*
 22 Joyce Miller & Virginia Myers
 22 Kathy Brugman & Sheila McGraw  
  21 Gary Miller & Mary Rhoades*   
 21 Maggie Dugan & Melanie Witte
 21 Naomi “Nikki” baumblatt (deceased) &  
  Cris Derrick
 21 Susan Toth & Nancy Jane Peirce
 20 Betsy & Jerry Wilcox*   
 20 Christopher Walters & Dale D’owlo
 20 Chuck Mocco & Thomas Scheid
 20 Dan Ross & Charlie Squires
 20 Donna Miller & Mary kaye Radtke
 20 kenneth kaiser & Richard Schober
 20 Lori Mcreynolds & Jill Schleis
 20 Mary kaye Radtke & Donna M Miller
 20 Troy Dassler & Robert Winters 
 19 Richard Butler & Charles Kilauea
 19 Callie bell & beth Thigpen
 19 Judy Seymour & Mary Sykes
 19 karen bennett & Carolyn Virginia
 19 Susan Oshman & Tamara Seeker
 18 Eldonna Hazen & Cathy Noth
 18 Goldie Kadushin & Steven Morrison* 
 18 Liz Lauer & Nina Lebwohl   
 18 Rigoberto gallegos & David Wahlberg
 18 Scott Lundberg & burt Tower
 17 Deborah Daniel & Linda Novinger
 17 Jane de Broux & Claire Stevenson
 17 John & Nicole Talbott Settle*  
 17 John Nondorf & Bryn Scriver*   
 17 Judy Howard & Amy Scarr
 17 kate Schultz & gretchen zahorik
 17 Kim Fisher & Linda Ketcham  
 17 Linda Novinger & Deborah Daniel
 17 Rene Christesen & karen Larson
 16 Paul Cochran and John Kibler
 15 Diedre buckley & Catherine L. Cullen
 15 Erin Johansen & Jeff Zoerner
 15 Meredith Westover & genie
 14 Bob Klebba & David Waugh   
 14 Bret Dougherty & Timothy Lapp  
  14 John Leonard & ken Pennings
 14 Liz Dannenbaum & Donna Winter
 14 Patrick Hoeth & Keith Lupien
 14 Rain Foster & Brenda Stewart  
  14 Roberto Amezcua & Dennis Sokolik  
  13 Daniel Lippitt & glenn Mitroff
 13 Aaron Schultz & Randall Wagner  
  13 Abbie Hill & Mary Waitrovich  
 13 Devery Cash & Darren Kittleson
 13 Joanna Fenner & Choua Her
 13 Jordan bingham & Heather Stouder
 13 Nancy Speir & Carol Nelson  
 13 Rebecca & J. Morgan Ramsey, III*   
 13 Rick Bristol & Eric Appleton  
 13 Sheila Jacobson-gaines & Deb Fruit-gaines
 13 Ted Haglund & Charles Munch
 12 Carolyn Bell & Elisa Welch
 12 Dan Lippitt & glenn Mitroff
 12 brett butzman & bernie Parish
 12 Chris Erdman & geri Torti
 12 Dustin Eyestone & Matt Kenyon  
 12 Jamesetta Fousek & Jennifer Ferstl
 12 Jane bettner & Joan Jung
 12 Jessica & Becki Ralyn
 12 Loni Broesch & Jenn Rotman
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Brett Butzman  
& Bernie Parish
12 Years // What I have 
always loved about our 
relationship is that Bernie 
and I constantly make 
each other laugh, and we 
appreciate each other’s sense 
of humor so much. We have 
many ongoing jokes that 
give us a chuckle every time 
we share them, and we’re 
always finding new ways 
to get a laugh out of each 
other. It especially helps us 
when times get challenging 
and we find that we’re taking 
life too seriously. Plus, we’ve 
always surrounded ourselves 
with a lot of good friends 
who keep us laughing and 
share our outlook on life.

A team of experienced lawyers committed 
to the rights of the LGBT Community.

•  Wills
•  Power of Attorneys
•  Partnership Agreements  
•  Guardianships
•  Adoption
•  Child Custody Disputes
•  Non-traditional Families
•  Mediation

131 West Wilson St., Madison, WI 53703

608-259-8702  b-rlaw.com
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 12 Nano Boye Nagle & Shay Harris
 12 Shahla Werner & Andy Weidert  
 12 Terry Heiliger & Jim Moe
 11 barb Arnett & Ellen Sullivan
 11 becki & Jessica Ralyn
 11 Christopher Meyer & Heather Wentler
 11 Gregory J Ferger & Kyle Fischer
 11 Kevin Hubbard & David Casey
 11 Mary Frohna & Aericka Helf 
 11 Renee Herber & Tamara Packard 
 11 Sandra Janagold & Mary Muellenbach
 11 Susan Savich & Mary Stadler 
 10 Philip Frank & Mark Pocan
 10 Amanda berg & becca Schmitz
 10 Daisy & Jocelyn Quintal-Lepinski
 10 Desiree D. Alva & kelly M. Ocasio
 10 Jonathan garber & Derek Tyus
 10 Kevin Campion & Wes Marner
 10 Sara Moe & Melinda Pannier   
 10 Susan Frikken & Deb Hanrahan
 10 Tammy Downing & Pete Nowickie*   
 9 Jerold De Young & John Frautschy
 9 Daniel Hoffman & J. Ariel Hoffman
 9 Danny Atwater & Joey Broyles
 9 Julie & John Meister*
 9 Kristina Glodoski & Lesley Wolf
 9 Lizzeth Altamirano & Judith Shaffer
 9 Megin & Scott McDonell*
 9 Randy Cornell & Jess Salek
 8 Jacinda Tessmann & Theresa Weiland
 8 Barry Kerr & Kristine Gay*
 8 Connie Bettin & Rebecca J. Vahle
 8 Dean Nett & Alan Strozak
 8 Dorothy Rietzler & kari Sievert
 8 Jennifer Cox & Lela Ann Cunningham
 8 karen Darcy & beth McConnell
 8 Nick Baillies & Craig Kramer
 8 Rachel Avery & Terri Pepper
 8 Virginia Harrison & Melissa Peyton
 7 Donald Haar & Steve Starkey
 7 Robin bechhofer & Pat Lambert

 7 Brock Bergey & Adam Erdmann
 7 Casey Schall & Kate Summerfield
 7 Daniel Ramos Haaz & Steven Lange
 7 Dennis Johnson & Matt Mulligan
 7 Eric borchert & Timmo Dugdale
 7 Greg Skaalrud & Mark Wagner
 7 Heidi beatty & kathy kay
 7 Jeanne & Helene Benink
 7 Mary Lelle & Asia Voight
 7 Maureen Brady & Cheri Maples
 7 Nancy Dungan & Julia Vance
 7 Nathan Mathis-Vargas & Steven Vargas-Mathis
 7 Theo Braden & Christopher Krimmer
 7 Todd Hill & Tom Jacobson
 7 Whitney Adams & Cori Reith
 6 Heather Hazelwood & becci Menghini
 6 Lisa Haase & Becky Carvin
 6 Petrovnia & Chris McIntosh
 6 Rose grindrod & Meghan Hamilton
 6 Amanda Evenstone & Dawn Siebert
 6 Andrew & Noah Carrillo
 6 bradley Tabor & Tim Walters
 6 Carolyn barker & Ruth bowman
 6 Dylan Bryne & Miriam Hall
 6 Gigi Vail & Teri Kahel
 6 Judith Davidoff & Rhonda Lanford
 6 Lauren Lebwohl & Kathryn Wilkin  
  6 Lisa M. becher & Lynn L. Etnier
 6 Sara Colopy & Robin Sereno
 6 Shannon kavanagh & kristina kosnick
 6 Summer grest & Rebecca Laird
 6 Tina Dorschel & Andrea Wipperfurth
 6 Tony Jamieson & Rob Van Nevel
 5 Katy Conley & Leonie Dolch
 5 Melissa Dittmer-Herrmann & Molly Herrmann
 5 Andrea Bill & Chops Seggerman
 5 Ann Kelso & Sarah Mueller
 5 bruce gladstone & brian Wilkes
 5 Cassandra & Keri Habel
 5 Francesca & Jennifer Frisque
 5 Jason Kivela & Paul Waller

 5 Jay Edgar & Josh Feyen
 5 Jessica Courtier & kate Hewson
 5 John Jajewski & Meghan Randolph*
 5 John Sims & garret Trinrud
 5 Kim Erickson & Katie Kuehl
 5 Kirsten Ray & James Schoenemann*
 5 Krystal & Erin Antrim-Jones
 5 Lana Lawrence & Louise Stout
 5 Laura Jeske & Erin Todd
 5 Lee Kampa & Eric Sedelmaier
 5 Mel Freitag & Amber Sowards
 5 Monica Adams & Shaquita Griffin
 5 Philip keller & Steven Sievert
 5 Sara Hesse & Yvette Robinson
 5 Tonia brock & kristen Petroshius
 4 Kasey DeWitt & Christine McKinley
 4 Ali Treviño-Murphy & Amy Winkelman
 4 Bill Blansett & John Lanari
 4 brenda guerrero & Ashlee Sullivan
 4 Casey  & Sarah groeneveld kenney
 4 Chrystal & Heather Seeley-Schreck
 4 Dana Crumpton & Ronald Lee
 4 David goodwin & John Mysliwiec
 4 Derek Hain & Emily Popp*   
 4 Donald J Steffes & Iqbal K Tafader
 4 Elisa Derickson & Daniel krueger
 4 Ellen Hebron & Mel Marcum
 4 Heather kauffman & Heather Maxwell Putnam
 4 James & Shawnee Parens
 4 Jason Kemp & Ryan Schroth
 4 John & Kari Lundquist*
 4 Joseph Halaas & Andrew Irving
 4 Käri Rongstad & Ally Nicol
 4 Luke Wolfgram & David Rhode

 4 Mercedes Reed & Rachel Strauch-Nelson
 4 Nan Mortensen & Crystal Rossman
 4 Raena Glauvitz & Jenny Hanson
 4 Rolando Cruz & Thomas Reid
 4 Travis Rickert & Jason Vangalis
 3 Andy Jarvis & Brent Roeder
 3 Charlene & Sarah Zindel
 3 Javier Babilonia & Mike Meholic
 3 Sarah Hole & Eileen Mershart
 3 Juliet Darken & Marlo Dobrient
 3 Alicia Abercrombie & Kent Roggemann*
 3 Amanda & Erica Analla
 3 bonnie & Sarah Schulte
 3 CeJae Boggess & Joel Duffrin
 3 Diana Love & kim Prine
 3 Helen Hazelmare & Daun Johnstone
 3 Jake Christian & Steve Wilcox
 3 Jason Rittel & Jenna Shelley*
 3 Joshua Reilly & Michael Westbury
 3 Scott Brown & Justin Krause
 3 Spike Garrett & Sean Langenecker  
  3 Stephen Edwards & Clark Oliver
 3 Teri Kahel & Marcella Sawick 
 3 Timothy Lom & Steve Noll
 3 Tom Beck & Brad Ryland
 3 Toni Baker & Stephanie Graham
 3 Valjean Bacot-Davis & Christa Lowe
 2 Adam Haen & Amy Westra*
 2 Antoinette Coles & Karen Dilday
 2 Heather Abney & Paula Orton
 2 Jason Rush & Troy Theis
 2 JD Dean & Larry Palm
 2 Jesse Hoffmeister & Michael Van Hout
 2 Kris Kalb & Robert Von Rutenberg

 2 Linda Balisle & Cindy Crane
 2 Lindsey Day Farnsworth & Brigid Daly
 2 Michele Dickinson & Josie Montanez-Tyler
 2 Paul Hauri & Liam Wolf
 2 Angela Baerwolf & Lex Lancaster
 2 Anita Brown & Jen Morsch
 2 Antony Feger & Marcos Hernandez
 2 Bonnie Gutsch & Heidi Hershberger
 2 Brent Duckwitz & Brian Elmore
 2 Dawn Papke & Jacqui Scott
 2 Derek House & Emil Treige
 2 Jennifer Johnson & Stormy-kito Justice
 2 Justin Niedbalski & Dale Wood
 2 Kara Caspers & Claire Lepak
 2 Kasandra Brown & Kelly Kopish
 2 Lee Schroeder & Justin Sprague
 2 Lili Caruso & Lexi Steinweg-Woods
 2 Michael Bruno & Yannick Henrion
 2 Richard Kilmer & Andy Ringquist
 2 Samuel Eifert & Erik Kowalski
 2 Whitney Wharton & Mary Carol Woodman
 1 Michele & Robin Briggs
 1 Raini Justice & Erika Rusch
 1 Talia Frolkis & Abbi Huber
 1 beth Feeney & Myeshia Price
 1 Doug Cvetkovich & Kelli Lawler*   
 1 Jenny Maahs & Laura Varela
 1 Kathleen Brennan & Elizabeth Byrne
 1 Shawn Ramsey & Kelly Staerzl
 1 Sondra Dalton & brenda Swenson
 <1 Elizabeth Feeney & Myeshia Price
 <1 Jori Conca & EJ Sommerfeld   
 <1 Matthew William Miller & Monica   
 <1 Meredith Peterson & Brian Turany*

kEY
• Couples are listed by the number of years spent together.
• Bold text indicates couples registered under Wisconsin’s Domestic Partnership Registry.
• Allied/supportive straight couples are followed by an (*).
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Registered associates of Custer Financial Services are registered representatives of
Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. Securities and investment advisory services offered
through Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp., a broker dealer, Member SIPC, and a
registered investment advisor. Insurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other
fine companies.  CRN201212-2075076

CUSTER FINANCIAL SERVICES
406 Science Dr., Suite 310

Madison, WI 53711
608-238-8388 • 800-346-8864

www.custerfinancialservices.com

Betty Harris Custer, CFP®, CRPC

J. Corkey Custer, CRPC, CFS

You’ve put it off long enough. 

Call us  today for a 
complimentary consultation.

Someday
you’ll be

able to
marry. 

Until then, 
planning 
can help.
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M a r aT H o n

 32 Mark blume & Thomas Voss
M a r e n G o

 11 Sara Moses & Lauren Tuori
M a r i n e T T e

 11 Rhonda Mellinger & Amy Reddinger
M a Zo M a n i e

 22 Jazzi & Susie Gaafe
 6 Debbie & Jackie
 <1 Fred-Allen Self & Matthew Boldebuck
M C fa r L a n d

 20 Thomas Scheid & Chuck Mocco
 5 Sashe Mishur & Kate Moran  
M e n o M o n e e  fa L L s

 24 Penny E & Raymond Guarascio*   
M e n o M o n i e

 42 Jerome & Ann Kirsling*
 29 Patrick Bjorge & Jerry Duncanson  
 17 Susan & Julie Miller
 17 Susan Conlin & Julie Miller
M e q u o n

 12 brian Le Starge & Dale Mueller
M e r C e r

 34 John Flynn & Michael Novak
M e r r i L L

 5 Janet Koenig-Sowinski & Calla Sowinski 

M i d d e LTo n

 17 Ron Meerhoff & Michael Rhoads
 42 bill & Jim Diederich-green
 15 Leilani & Joyce Robertson-Hoyt
 13 Angela & Joshua Hatch*
 9 Sharon Cromer & Lori Martinelli
 7 Gwen & Joe Rice *
 6 Philip Renneк & Marco Torrez
 5 kelly & Patty
M i LTo n

 13 keith Steinbeck & brad Yarmark
M i LWau k e e

 45 Gerald Dishaw & Thomas Sharp
 38 Randolph Schoedler & Tom Pionke
 37 Ronald Coleman & Thomas Thresher
 36 Roy badger & garth Wangemann
 34 Jan Hill & Paul Toonen
 32 Steven Sanders & Rand Schmidt
 31 Chris Schofield & Sarah kubetz
 31 Wendy Pologe & Mary Thoreson
 30 gary Hollander & Paul Mandracchia 
 30 Melody Carranza & karen Livingston
 29 Raymond & Gregory Konz-Krzyminski
 28 Jeaan-Paul Alexander Ranieri & Jeffrey A Hicks 
 28 Mary Houseman & Janis Shogren
 26 brenda Coley & Sandra Jones

Ray Pearson & Oscar A. Perez 
3 Years // There are so many reasons that fuel my eternal love for Oscar. Let’s face it, 
he’s also a very handsome guy, but his true sexiness comes from within. He brings such a 
joy and an optimistic outlook to all around him. On those turbulent days in my life, I can 
always rely on him to provide a calm and steady hand. He is so compassionate. Oscar is 
the kind of guy who will give you the shirt off of his back…his last bag of potato chips 
is another story. He makes me laugh, he heightens my intellectual prowess, and he 
broadens my cultural awareness. He challenges my perspective of my own limitations 
and encourages me to strive for more, and I do the same for him. Our relationship is built 
on mutual respect, loyalty, adoration, and support. The bottom line is that I love Oscar 
not necessarily for what he does, but who he is: my husband, my best friend, my lifetime 
companion, my equal in all things.

kEY
• Couples are listed by the number of years spent together.
• Bold text indicates couples registered under Wisconsin’s Domestic Partnership Registry.
• Allied/supportive straight couples are followed by an (*).

 26 Gerry Coon & Stewart Dempsey
 24 Amy & Chris Keller*
 23 Tony balistreri & David Jones
 20 Paul Nowak & Mark Straight
 19 Christine Holzman & Michele Roy
 19 Miriam Ben-Shalom & Karen Weiss
 19 Will Fellows & Bronze Quinton
 18 Tracey Joan Fecteau & kari george
 17 D Cawley-Hefter & Anne Hefter
 17 Ruth boulet & kathleen Williams
 16 Bryce Lord & Jon Stewart
 16 John & Karter Harmon-Wilkening
  16 Monica & Kathy Mesa
 15 Lynne Archbald & Karen Green  
 14 Anne Lynch & Michelle Prosek
 14 Candice Hackbarth & Debbie Knepke
 13 Brian Eggers & Scott Luedtke
 12 Deb & Rich Lundstrom*
 12 James balistreri & Steven Miller
 12 Michael Munson & Loree Cook-Daniels
 11 Jacquelyn kendall & Julie Morris
 11 Jill & Liza Barry-Kessler
 11 Mark Janetski & Ed Mullins
 11 Will & Jake Hartmann
 10 Dawn Mahtar & Michelle Stieffermann  
 9 Laura Maker & Susie Seidelman  
 9 Patrick Smith & Edward Seaberg 
 9 Scott J Katafias & Pedro Sarabia-Orozco  
 8 Jacqueline Lindo & Dawn Schmidt
 8 Jennifer Morales & Tina Owen  
 7 Andrew Debaker & Scott Vanidestine
 7 Ronald Jacquart & Michael McCarthy  
  6 Quinn & Dana Bennett    
 5 Alysia Dvorachek & Carolyn Wesolowski  
 5 Jerry Johnson & Michael Riley
 5 JesseCol Duckman-guzman & Naomi guzman
 5 Jose & Matt Schreck
 5 Stacie Eleby & Jaelyn Monroe
 4 Elizabeth Brown & Rebecca Larson  
  4 Haley Heaviland & Catie Sampedro
 4 Rick Finger & Sheldon Schur  
 4 Thomas Courtney & Tonie Mankunas  
 3 Edward & Collin Britt   
 2 Jennifer & Nichol Wayd
 2 Jonna Cammack & Alicia Rose  
  2 Matthew Kawa & Brandon Stinson  
  1 Jeighsen Christiansen & Aaron Mayo  
  1 Angela Jack & Danielle Wenger*  
 1 Faith Hughes & Ethan Parnell  
   1 Jim Lautenbach & Chris Wisniewski  
  1 Marc Anderson & Tim Gagliano-Anderson
 1 Neal Michals & Aaron Thompson 
M i n e r a L  p o i n T

 11 John greenwood & Frederick Vaughn
 4 Ron Gratz & Terence Steward II  
M o n o n a

 47 Michael Sweet & Leonard zwilling
 8 Dorothy & Julie Carskadon  
 5 Darlene “Kem” Kemmerer & Cllaudia Vlisides 
 4 Erica & Leslie gittings
 3 Emily Leskinen & Jamie Taylor
 2 Luke Sironi & René Lips   
M o n r o e

 31 Mary Pandow & Judy Price
M o n T f o r T

 2 Gary McHone & Harry Zelhofer  
 M o u n T  H o r e B

 15 Martin Christopher & David Landre
 3 Laura Webster & Jill Muenich
M u s k e G o

 8 Jack Backstrom & David Key  
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n e e n a H

 21 Elizabeth Miller & Maureen O’gara  
 8 Laura Kading & Tracy Nohr   
 4 Nichole Shier & Heidi boelk
n e ko o s a

 5 Melody & Kristin Steen    
 7 Santiago “Jimmy” Garza & Mark Mickelson 
n e W  G L a r u s  
 16 Scott Rippe & Scott Shaver
 13 Lori & LeAnn Powers
n o r T H  f o n d  d u  L aC

 6 Heather & Liz Huebner Morrow
o G e M a

 25 Nils & Margaret Pearson*   
o k au C H e e

 2 Carlos Edge & Perry gross
o n a L a s k a

 25 Melani Fay & Alma Noll  
o r e G o n

 39 Dolores & Bob Vetter*
 14 Mark koch & Robert Manion
 12 Walt Jackson & Dennis Outhouse 
o s C e o L a

 17 Amy E. DeLong & Val zellmer
o s H ko s H

 15 Yukiko grine & Emily Wertanen
 9 Jillian & Tialynn Church-Grayson  
 6 Robin Lutz & kay Springstroh

 4 Michael Kahl & Michael Poklasny
 2 Aaron Sherer & Paul Smith
p e Wau k e e

 14 Tim baack & John Sheaffer
p L a i n f i e L d

 4 Wendy billington & Connie Norton
p L aT T e v i L L e

 20 Jayne Dunnum & Robin Timm
 17 Colleen McCabe & Maureen Vorwald
p LYM o u T H

 12 Michael Aprill & Patrick Jawort
p o r T  Wa s H i n G To n

 9 Scott Lone & Joseph Maddalena
p o r TaG e

 22 Maria & Tim Wells*   
p oYn e T T e

 8 Joanne Weber & Susan Worthington  
p r a i r i e  d u  s aC

 6 Jennifer Lawrence & Melanie Rider  
 4 Dee Dee Sorg & Jill Sorg
r aC i n e

 9 Carol & Ella Word
 4 Paul Carbonneau & Julio Villarreal
r a n d o M  L a k e

 35 Terry Marvel & Jeffrey Taylor
r e e d s B u r G

 7 Diana Held & Jo Ann keenan
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Sheryl & Tarrah Spooner 
6 Years // Tarrah and I got married July 13, 2012. It was the greatest day of my life. 
We were surrounded with love and a positive energy that is hard to explain. Many 
people don’t understand our love or approve of it, but that day I felt total peace and 
love in my heart. The ceremony was perfect, but what I was most excited for was our 
first dance. It’s very far and few between that we get to dance and get lost in each 
other. What I love most about my relationship with Tarrah is very simple. She loves me 
and understands me. I’ve never been in love with someone who loved me back just 
as much as I loved them. What I believe I love most about Tarrah is her determination 
and strength to love me in return and stand by my side at any cost.

r i C H L a n d  C e n T e r
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 18 Dawn Anderson & Sue Nelson
 11 Chuck Cournoyer & Brett Wilson  
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 7 Chad Rickert & Jeremy Trussoni
 4 Patricia Abrams & Aleta klicko
 2 Racquel & Ian Anderson
 1 Calynne Breunig & Amanda Herling  
v e r o n a

 27 Janet & Lynette Studer
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Fueling Passionour

Nan Mortensen, co-owner of Dutch’s Auto Service, 
reflects back over a lifetime of building a  
livelihood and how she and her partner and  
co-owner, Crystal Rossman, are living their dreams.

cover
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y partner Crystal and I run Dutch’s Auto Service with 
these values at heart: honesty, transparency of the re-
pair process, and a passion for excellent service. We 
opened Dutch’s because we saw a need for more per-

sonalized service in the auto repair industry as people are keeping 
their cars longer and longer. We are passionate about our custom-
ers gaining an understanding of what is being done to repair their 
car and why we need to do the repair. Knowing a repair that cost 
several hundred dollars will not have to be done again for tens of 

thousands of miles helps the customer feel at ease. It may not take the 
sting out of the wallet right away, but in the end we provide reliable 
repairs and stand behind our work. We have combined our individual 
dreams and we have started to see some come true. We each love auto-
mobiles, good repair, and service. We enjoy being business owners in 
Madison; I think our passion and belief in and love of what we are do-
ing helps quiet the stress and fear that comes with owning a business. 

Nan’s Story
I think my love of picture puzzles, crosswords, and word and num-

ber games is what lead me into automotive repair. As a tactile learner, 
auto repair offers me a way to be a part of the puzzle. I believe that to 
touch is to know. I love to figure out how things work. The ultimate 
puzzle for me is alternative fuels and power sources. 

Growing up just south of Madison, I was around people in my 
neighborhood who fixed cars, bicycles, boats, mini bikes, motorcy-
cles—anything. Many garage doors were open late into the evening; 

maybe somebody was getting their car ready for the weekend races or 
a dad was doing maintenance on the family car. My father acquired the 
land my parents built their house on from a farmer for one dollar, five 
years of mechanical services on the farm equipment, and a handshake. 

My neighborhood was small and blue-collar. At night, the bright 
lights glowing out of garage doors around the neighborhood created 
a TV-set effect I could watch as I approached my house or a friend’s. 
I noticed that fixing the car could be a welcome, solitary event. I also 
noticed that fixing cars could be a community event. There was a tiny 
repair shop/corner gas station where you could fill up your boat and 
pick up some beer and smokes before hitting the lake. You could also 
find gearheads who could fix almost anything presented to them or 
knew of the right person to see. 

Once I could see over the fender, I was allowed to come closer to 
a project or bring a wrench or a jug of something to the scene. Some-
times the project was fixing the car after a deer hit. Other times it was 
figuring out how to make the lawnmower or snowmobile faster than 
the other guy’s toys from down the block. My brother is a mechanic. 
Jim has 39 years of experience as a professional mechanic and is now 
a valuable employee at Dutch’s Auto Service. I got to watch his skills 
develop from the beginning. He has had to expand his education, 
knowledge, skills, and toolbox through four decades of automotive 
evolution. By the way, we had a very fast lawnmower back in the day. 

I finally got to a point when I was tired of watching, and I just start-
ed taking things apart to see how they worked. The trick was always 
getting things back together and working again. Once I had ten-speed 
bicycles figured out, there was no stopping me. I don’t recall ever re-
ally being stopped by any adult when I was doing one of my puzzles 
until I became curious about the garbage disposal when I was nine. 
It was probably for the best that I wasn’t allowed to take it down and 
figure it out. I was never really openly encouraged to peruse a trade 
such as automotive repair as I was growing up, but once I turned 12, 
I was on my own without parents. I knew what I saw and experienced 

i developed working relationships with parts 
vendors, dealerships, and salvage yards.  

i worked in shops where being a woman was a 
daily exercise of survival. i always kept my  

eye to the horizon.
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garden structures: arbors, pergolas, privacy screens,  
outdoor kitchens and living areas, low-voltage lighting  

and water features
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Tamar Zick, MA
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2453 Atwood Avenue 201A
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• Loss & Trauma
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“Thanks for the great work on our bathroom.  
It looks fabulous and we’re very pleased!”

Mark Pocan

Curt Dimmig • 608-212-0633
www.time2remodel.com

•	 Award	winning	designer	with	25+	years	of	experience
•	 One	stop	remodeling	shop	from	concept	to	completion
•	 Kitchens,	baths,	additions,	and	basements
•	 Exceptional	customer	service

Time	2	Remodel
Looks like it’s…
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working relationships with parts vendors, dealerships, and salvage 
yards. I worked in shops where being a woman was a daily exercise 
of survival. I always kept my eye to the horizon. 

Crystal’s Story
Crystal was not encouraged to consider this type of profession as 

she was planning her education and career path. It wasn’t until af-
ter college and working in the so-called “real world” for years that 
she decided to grasp the reins of her life and take control. Crystal 
believes that if you work hard and prove your skills, you will be suc-
cessful. She found that not to be true in the corporate office. There, 
she felt like a number and someone who was disposable unless she 
conformed to that office’s social circuit. Not willing to change her 
beliefs in honesty and hard work in order to get ahead, she wanted 
to quit. However, she was scared to leave her well-paid position with 
benefits to start something that she didn’t have any experience in. 

The most Crystal knew about her car was how to drive it and how to 
put the spare tire on. She was tired of the feeling that she was paying 
too much at the repair shop and wanted to understand why. She also 
liked the idea of learning a skill she had always been curious about. 
The two-year automotive technician program at Madison College was 
interesting and affordable for Crystal. Having already obtained a four-
year degree from the University of Minnesota, she chose the diploma 
program, which focuses on repair more than business management. 
She made the dean’s list and graduated Phi Theta Kappa. 

Crystal has a drive to do her best, and that is how she gets satisfac-
tion out of her work. Like me, she likes to take the puzzle apart, put it 
back together, and see it work.

Realizing Our Dream
Four years ago when Crystal and I met, it was easy to see we could 

make our own shop work. Being unemployed for 18 months allowed 
me to pull together all the little quilt pieces I had created over the 
years, call in some favors, and begin the work of starting a business. 
Crystal manages the money and taxes, pays the bills, and repairs the 
cars. Once all the hoods are closed for the day, she does the bookwork. 

Balancing a relationship and owning a business together can be risky 
to say the least. We had to come to terms about who has the final say 
on what in the business, and we have to leave it at the door when we 
get home. We feel very supported by our friends and family. We have 
a great network of peers and are blessed by the Madison community. 

One of the greatest rewards I get from what I do is seeing the relief 
come over a person when they realize their car is in good hands. Some 
days may not be the most profitable, but on those days we remind 
ourselves that we made a lot of people happy and that is our reward. n

around me and made it my foundation to build on. The mechanics 
who were honest were always busy in the neighborhood. The ones 
who were known to be sloppy or shady were never very busy. 

I never aspired to make the lawnmower go faster or to make my 
truck be lower. I like things how they were put together from the be-
ginning. I enjoy taking care of cars, tools, and equipment to make them 
last longer and perform better. I like to outsmart auto engineers, some 
of whom seem to have no concept of where a human hand can fit. 

When I was 16 and my first car broke down, I coasted it down a 
hill to a corner garage in Madison (when there was still such a thing 
as corner garages). The mechanic looked at my car, showed me what 
was wrong, and let me watch while he fixed it. It looked simple to me. 
I understood the system he was repairing. I appreciated him talking 

to me as if I were anybody other than any 16-year-old girl stereotype 
imaginable. He was honest and provided a reasonable repair for a 
reasonable price. On my way home, I stopped at the parts store and 
bought a repair manual for my car. I began to tend to my ride and 
found the work to be more enjoyable than working in a restaurant. 
My confidence grew, and I branched out to the cars of my high-school 
classmates. I would do the repairs my limited knowledge and toolbox 
would allow. “First, do no harm” are good words to live by. I started 
to buy cheap little cars, fix them up, and drive them into the ground. 
Next it was pick-up trucks. Now, I suppose it could be anything. 

For 26 years I had dreams of my own shop. I used my dreamtime 
to learn and expand my skills. I stitched together a network of peers 
in the industry and established my own rank among them. I developed 

We are community-oriented and are happy to have a space to offer to 
Queerspeak, a monthly open-mic for queer-identified folks and allies. 

We also have had groups of kids and young adults come through our 
shop for job-shadowing experience hours or as an introduction to auto 
repair. operation Fresh start brought a group of young women to our 
shop as an introduction to business ownership and auto repair, sennett 
middle school brought seventh- and eighth-graders by to see what we 
do as mechanics, and we work with madison College tools for tomor-
row: Women in the trades and technology for job-shadowing purposes. 
some day, i would like to create an academy for people, especially kids, 
who have a passion for cars and alternative fuels and power sources but 
maybe aren’t ready for technical college yet.

dutch’s auto and the Community

cover
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Your day—your way
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 • 4200 County Road M, Middleton, WI 
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“Rhonda Lanford’s 
experience, 

intelligence and 
legal judgment 

make her the clear 
choice for Dane 

County Circuit Court 
Judge, Branch 16.”

- U.S. Rep.  
Mark Pocan

DANE COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT 

BRANCH 16

lanford
JudgeH for H

EXPErIENCED H  INDEPENDENT

Paid for by Patrick Farabaugh as an in-kind contribution to Lanford for Judge Committee,  
Jean Steinhauer, Treasurer

the arc of history is short. or so it would seem in 
Wisconsin as openly lesbian senator tammy Baldwin 
(d-Wi) assumes the seat formerly held by the witch-
hunting senator Joe mcCarthy. the irony is that mod-
ern scholars like david K. Johnson in The Lavender 
Scare: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and Lesbians 
in the Federal Government have shown that more gays 
than communists were fired as result of the rabid witch 
hunts of mcCarthyism that the senator launched.

how does a state go from sending a witch hunter, even one with a closeted 
homosexual aide like roy Cohn, to electing the first out lesbian senator? For 
more on roy Cohn, see the devastating portrayal by tony Kushner in Angels 
in America. indeed, with the election of democratic representative mark po-
can and remembering republican Congressman steve gunderson, who won 
re-election as a gay man, Wisconsin is the first state in the nation to elect 
three out members of Congress. is it something in the water, in the beer, in 
the cheesehead hats, or what?

to answer the question, it helps to know a little of the gay history of Wis-
consin. in the 1920s, gay folks in Wisconsin would seem to have had few 
choices. glenway Wescott, writer from horicon, went to paris in the post-
World War i wave of american expatriates, where he hung around with the 

likes of gertrude stein and andre gide. returning to america, Wescott pub-
lished a book of short stories entitled Goodbye Wisconsin. then he settled in 
new York with his partner monroe Wheeler, who worked for the museum of 
modern art. they befriended famous gay photographer george platt lynes. 
While Wescott had a distinguished career, he was far from the stories in the 
grandmothers, his early book depicting life on Wisconsin farms.

But one did not actually have to flee Wisconsin; another choice was avail-
able. robert neal from Wisconsin spent some time in sryie maugham’s Chi-
cago design store and then went to london to continue his work for her. But 
unlike Wescott, he decided to return to Wisconsin. neal and his partner edgar 
hellum bought a very run-down Cornish stone cottage in the small town of 
mineral point. there they became a leading force in historic preservation and 
in the revival of the Cornish culture from the early mining history of the state. 

on, Wisconsin!
Wisconsin’s arc of history and the making of  
a gay-friendly state.

feature they created their own safe, if 
quiet, space for their talents and 
gay identity.

neal and hellum were not 
alone. they were joined into what 
i term a “Fairy network” across 
southern Wisconsin in the 1930s. 
the network included what 
might have been called “artistic” 
types, such as Keith mcCutcheon, 
the shakespeare of the sandbars, 
a poet from the river town of are-
na who published small poetry 
books for twilight lovers. other 
gay preservationists were busy 
in the unincorporated village of 

Cooksville. ted pierce, an african american ballet fan in madison, provided 
links to gay folks in new glarus. milt sherman, a student writer at The Daily 
Cardinal on the uW campus, reviewed an early book on “homosexualism.” 
and the campus paper published the literary works of mcCutcheon.

at the end of World War ii, university of Wisconsin professors were 
studying small groups of soldiers who had been identified as homosexuals 
at madison’s truax Field. research indicated none of them wanted to be 
changed and that they had their own club or support network. a milwau-
kee Crime prevention Commission also studied hundreds of “perverts,” or 
homosexuals, in the mid-1940s. in 1945, the Commission persuaded mil-
waukee legislators to sponsor a sexual psychopath law to lock up homo-
sexuals before they could commit crimes. While they successfully passed 
the constitutionally dubious law in 1947, no one was imprisoned under it.

then in 1966, several years before stonewall, the Young democrats of 
Wisconsin in their convention at manitowoc adopted a sex plank that asked 
for the repeal of laws criminalizing homosexuality. the story got picked up 
by The New York Times for its first-in-the-nation action by a political group. 
Conservative democrats attacked the youngsters. republican governor 
Warren Knowles noted that the split into “homocrats and democrats” was 
remarkable. ody Fish, the state republican Chairman, thought sex not a fit 
topic for the state’s politics. Within the decade, the adult Wisconsin demo-
cratic party had adopted a similar stance to the pioneering Young dems.

once stonewall occurred in new York, the response in Wisconsin was 
immediate. By the fall of 1969, madison had its first gay-rights organiza-
tion, and milwaukee followed in the spring of 1970. Wisconsin became 
part of the “third coast” for gay rights, an alternative-coast imagery pio-
neered in the anti-war movement. early famous gay speakers crisscross-
ing the nation were often in Wisconsin. The Gay People’s Union News out of 
milwaukee became one of a series of national publications.

Before harvey milk was elected in san Francisco in the fall of 1977, 
openly gay James Yeadon was seated on the madison City Council in 1976 
and won re-election in the spring of 1977. he had championed madison’s 
adoption in 1975 of a nondiscrimination ordinance on the basis of sexual 
orientation, again well before san Francisco or new York would adopt 
theirs. the madison example was followed by the City of milwaukee in 
1979 and dane County in 1980. since then, more than two dozen gay and 
lesbian officials have been elected in the madison area alone. today, out 
officials come from milwaukee, appleton, and Waukesha as well.

in 1982, Wisconsin, under the leadership of state representative david 
Clarenbach, became the first state in the nation to pass a nondiscrimina-
tion law based on sexual orientation. the work had been pioneered a de-
cade before by african american legislator lloyd Barbee from milwaukee. 
recently, at the 30th-anniversary celebrations for the law, for which i, too, 
had fought at the time, that passage seemed so far in the past. Yet, the 
fight seems forever fresh today.

these successes depended, to borrow a phrase from tennessee Wil-

Our History by richard Wagner
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Senator Tammy Baldwin Congressman 
Mark Pocan
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liams, “on the kindness of strangers.” While the state has had an early, 
and—since stonewall—an active lgBtQ community, its numbers are not 
large. as far as research can tell, there were no gay folks in manitowoc to 
spur the Young dems. When the madison equal opportunities Commis-
sion took up the cause of nondiscrimination, it was the chairperson who 
had invited gay advocates to the meeting. When the 1982 state legislature 
passed the gay-rights bill, it was overwhelmingly straight votes of both 
democrats and some republicans—and, yes, a few closeted ones, too—
who voted for it. senator Baldwin’s opponent was among the legislative 
republican “no” votes, but republican governor lee sherman dreyfus 
signed the bill into law. 

the pattern of victory in Wisconsin has been that of a gay community 
that builds itself and its institutions, from gay softball to gay foundations. 
With the confidence and skills of internal successes, it then presents itself 
to the larger community, who begin as strangers but come to know the 
lives and needs of lgBtQ folks. appealing to a sense of fairness, the gay 
community asks for understanding and then to share in the rights of fellow 
citizens. By not being strangers, we request kindness. it says a lot about 
Wisconsin that most often that response has been positive. 

as a swing state with independent voters, Wisconsin elections are often 
close and unpredictable. But the actions and successes of past half-cen-
tury made Wisconsinites open to electing an out person in 2012. tammy 
Baldwin brought her own formidable skills as a legislator, policymaker, 
and campaigner to the past election. she appealed to voters on the basis 
of a willingness to be honest with them about who she is and for what she 
stands. in the best of the state’s progressive traditions, congratulations to 
our new senator tammy Baldwin. on, Wisconsin!

Dick Wagner (rrdickwagner@gmail.com), openly gay former Dane County Board Chair and co-
chair of Governor Earl’s Commission on Lesbian and Gay Issues, is now working on gay Wisconsin 
history and welcomes topics and sources.
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A Full Service Small Animal Clinic

The Kellihan Clan
Meet the brady bunch of the animal world: the dogs and cats of the Kellihan family

breeds: 
1. Wheezer: Australian cattle dog, 9yo
2. Brady: Australian cattle dog, 7yo
3. Foofa: Rat terrier/papillon/chihuahua mix, 3yo
4. Ulla: Doberman/German shepherd mix, 8yo
5. Zero: white domestic shorthair (DSH), 9yo
6. Squid: orange tabby American curl cat, 7yo
7. Bernadette: calico DSH, 8yo
8. Elliot: brown tabby DSH, 6yo

Family: Heidi Kellihan, veterinary cardiologist at UW Veterinary Care; 
Catherine Kellihan, emergency-room nurse; Liam Kellihan, five-year-
old superstar; and Maeve Kellihan, 13-month-old princess.

How did you come to have so many dogs and cats? They all found us. Most 
of our crew has health issues that brought us together. Wheezer has 
bad lung disease and wasn’t supposed to survive. Brady was severely 
abused. Ulla had a difficult home situation and multiple health issues. 
Zero was three-legged, tailless, homeless, feline leukemia virus +, and 
we mutually needed each other. We were waiting for an “orange boy” 
to come into our lives, and Squid presented himself to us as a kitten 
with congenital heart disease. Bernadette came to us in heart failure 
and now she is PERFECT. Elliot came to us because he lost his eye to 
trauma as a kitten and he had a cardiac arrest after surgery. Foofa is 
the only one that didn’t come from special circumstances. Liam found 
her, and they are best friends.  

How do the pets meet your needs?  
They are all a part of our lives. They provide us with warmth. 
Literally—we require no blankets in bed with four dogs, two adults, 
and the occasional five-year-old who sneaks in during the night.

How do you meet their needs?  
Lots of food. Love. A king-sized bed. A minivan.

If cats could talk, what would yours say?  
“Fewer dogs needed” (except Squid).

If dogs could talk, what would yours say?  
“Fewer kids needed” (mainly voiced by the cattle dogs) and  
“I can’t wait to escort you to the bathroom!” (again, mainly voiced  
by the cattle dogs)

oUR PETS quality of life

Photographed by Steena Cirves
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his is a shout out to both gay and 
heterosexual seniors who are in the 
so-called sandwich generation. Because 

of the longevity of our seniors, caregiving 
now extends beyond middle-aged or young 
adults caring for their aging parents. There is 
a lot written about the stress of heterosexual 
couples caring for both their parents and their 
children, but little about LGBTQ sandwich 
individuals or couples. I want to recognize 
our caregiving roles and the love we have for 
our families, whatever they look like. 

Society may have an image that all LG-
BTQ people been disowned by our parents, 
and, of course, there’s little expectation that 
we’ll have children. In 2012, a seriously 
flawed study reported results regarding gay 
parenting where young respondents were 
in fact, for the most part, not raised by gays 
or lesbians. (See “A Faulty ‘Gay Parenting’ 
Study,” The New Yorker, June 12, 2012.) I 
can’t let the larger society use this type of 
erroneous research to discredit our healthy 
childrearing and extended family-caring.

I know some wonderful, healthy gay and 
lesbian senior parents and grandparents as 
well as heterosexual parents with adult LG-
BTQ children who are raising their children 
(the heterosexual parents’ grandchildren). 
These extended families are all supportive of 

each other. Yes, we can find stories of broken 
families all over the place—many are hetero-
sexual, of course, because they’re the major-
ity of the population. We know there are lots 
of losses in the lives of our LGBTQ popula-
tion, but often we go on to make our own 
happy lives with our own extended “families 
of choice” who fill in the gaps in our lives.

In this season of love, I recognize and 
salute all the gay and lesbian individuals and 
couples who have been able to keep their 
families intact with their biological families 
as well as those who created happy, function-
al families of choice. I acknowledge, as well, 
the loving young families and individuals 
(hetero- and homosexual) who are there for 
their children as well as for their parents who 
are now seniors. I acknowledge those hetero-
sexual family members who maintained the 
love for their senior parent who now recog-
nizes that he or she is homosexual.

For some of us, just living as a gay/lesbian 
senior is monumental, given all the stressors 
we dealt with for years on a daily basis. Our 
biological families have not always given the 
positive validation and support that we, now 
LGBTQ seniors, deserve. Sometimes we feel 
like we’re living our lives all by ourselves. 
This is why our sandwich generation de-
serves special recognition!

As a lesbian senior myself with no 
children of my own and no close biologi-
cal family, I am happy to be part of a larger 
community (my family of choice) where I 
feel supported and included. I love that I’ve 
been able to be instrumental in growing our 
community to include our seniors.

A two-day Intergenerational Mentoring 
and Civic Engagement workshop was held 
in November at OutReach, in collaboration 
with the Alliance for Children and Families 
and Family Service Madison, to successfully 
work with four youth ages 19–25 who self-
identify as “at risk” and desire adult support 
with four LGBT seniors who are known to 
the community and who have the interest 
and time to be mentors. A trainer from the 
Intergenerational Center at Temple University 
in Chicago coached seniors on what it means 
to be a mentor, problem solving, discussing 
delicate issues, goal setting, and effective 
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Sandwich Generation

Caroline Werner celebrates and honors those who are caring for  
both children and aging parents.

our biological families 
have not always given 
the positive validation 
and support that we, now 
lgBtQ seniors, deserve. 
this is why our sandwich 
generation deserves 
special recognition!

communication skills. Michael Wapoose, di-
rector of a local addictions clinic, concluded 
with inspirational readings, personal family 
insights, and a group meditation.

Pairs were established based on similar 
career interests or potentially similar social/
life experiences. In a few months, the pairs 
meet again to discuss their progress and 
receive more guidance and coaching. Besides 
the support each pair receives from each 
other, the pairs will participate in a civic 
engagement project based on “It Gets Better,” 
producing a YouTube video.

A heterosexual program in Washington, 
D.C., United Planning Organization, which 
serves both youth and teens, reports that youth 
are happy with a “foster” grandparent who’s 
gentle, nurturing, and supportive. A “foster 
grandmother” who teaches the youth how to 
cook says the children are keeping her well. 
A “foster grandfather” says he’s happy to be 
able to take what he’s learned in life and pass 
it along—otherwise he’d be watching TV.

The stress of living can carry over into our 
childrearing, whether the family is gay or 
straight. As seniors age, they’ll require more 
attention from those they call family. In the 
meantime, our seniors can enjoy adding their 
contribution. It’s nice to see a new form of 
“extended” family rising out of the need to 
find a way to take care of each other, when—
for lots of us—we’ve lost that biological 
extended family. This is a way for our healthy 
LGBTQ seniors to give back for our youth. 

Let’s celebrate our families no matter what 
they look like and remind ourselves that the 
potential exists for us to create our own fami-
lies of choice, even when we might otherwise 
feel that no one loves or understands us. It 
can “get better” when we’re able to reach out 
to each other, regardless of age.

Note: Another heterosexual “foster” 
grandparent program is available through 
SeniorCorp (or Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program [RSVP]). RSVP in Dane County 
is linked with the National Senior Service 
Corporation and the Corporation for National 
and Community Service, funded through 
the Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act 
signed by President Obama in April 2009. 
One of its principles is to “support diverse 
organizations, including faith-based and other 
community organizations, minority colleges, 
and disability organizations.” n

Caroline Werner has a Master’s degree in Social Work and 
was a case manager working with seniors in Dane County 
before retiring. now she is the Volunteer Senior Program 
Coordinator for Outreach.
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oUR ISSUES

hate to be a downer. With the new year 
upon us, cutesy Valentine’s Day coming, 
and sweet little pink and yellow Easter 

Peeps hitting the shelves soon, I should be 
writing something about hope and new begin-
nings and love. 

But I am tired, and a lot of people I have 
been talking with are having a tough time, 
and I worry that a lot of you who are reading 
this are not blissfully in love. So for all of you 
who are healthy, and happy in your relation-

ships, and have great jobs, and are enjoying 
everything about your life, I encourage you 
to read another article. There are a lot of good 
ones in this issue for you.

For the rest of you, make yourself a cup 
of tea, put on your stretchy pants, and let’s 
talk about how to get through it when things 
totally, irrevocably, undeniably fall apart. 

FIRST, TRY NOT TO PANIC. That always makes 
things worse. Oh, you are going to feel ter-
rible; there is no question about that. If your 
partner has left, if you lost your job, if you 
or a loved one just got a terrible diagnosis, if 
someone beat you up because you are “a fag,” 
then you are supposed to feel like your chest is 
going to explode. You are supposed to cry in 
the grocery store. You are supposed lose your 
car keys in the freezer and forget to feed the 
cat and not shower for five days and not sleep 
at all and then sleep all the time. But try not to 
panic, as that will only increase your suffering.

SECOND, LET PEOPLE HELP YOU. A lot. But be 
really strategic about that if you can. I know 
that’s hard when you feel like death, but try. 
By strategic, I mean that you have to be in 
charge of knowing who will be most helpful 
and how and when they can help. For example, 
if you are harmed because you are queer, let 
us help you. Oh my goodness, you can have 
the support of the whole LGBTQ community 
in minutes! But if you are in the middle of 
some terrible relationship drama, and loyalties 
are split, and you can’t figure out who is your 
friend anymore, maybe you need a big hug 
from your mom. Or whoever is the most mom-
ish person you know. Call that person right 
now and tell them that you need a hug, OK?

That brings up number three. TRY NOT TO 
bE RESENTFUL when people don’t know how 
to help you, or try to be helpful in ways that 
don’t work for you, or just disappear on you. 
Just let that go; you need to put all of your en-
ergy toward getting better. Try to assume that 
people are well meaning, even if their attempts 
are somewhat misguided. Know that some 
people are quite trainable and will help if you 
can tell them exactly what you need. Some 
people you thought were friends will prob-
ably just disappear during your darkest days. 
I don’t know why either, so try to not spend 
too much energy on that. It might be best to 
channel the Dalai Lama on that one, otherwise 
it will really add to your hurt. I think he’d say 
something like, “Cultivate extra compassion 
for that person. They are just a human being 
seeking happiness like you. They may be deal-
ing with their own dark times. They may be 
too scared to help you. Wish them peace.”

SMILE. It is physically impossible for me 
to picture the impish smile of the Dalai Lama 
and simultaneously feel resentment toward 
anybody. Let’s make that number four. If you 
aren’t into the Dalai Lama, think about kittens 
or something. This is a great mind trick to use 
when you feel like death. Your mind can actu-
ally only focus on one thing at a time, so if 
it’s thinking about the Dalai Lama or kittens, 
it cannot focus on how terrible you feel. It 
might only be able to stay there for a second, 
but that is a second of not thinking about the 
terribleness. Try it again in another second. 
And another.

40

Have Our Lives  mailed directly to you. Subscribe at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

quality of life

i
Love hurts

Dr. Sue Gill offers suggestions for when things totally,  
irrevocably, undeniably fall apart. 

Your mind can actually 
only focus on one thing at 
a time, so if it’s thinking 
about the dalai lama or 
kittens, it cannot focus on 
how terrible you feel.
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The primary focus of this funding is providing grants to local, non-profit groups with limited access to funding. 
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LET gO. There is a word for this in psychol-
ogy, but I can’t think of it right now, and I’m 
too tired to look it up. Here I am demonstrat-
ing number five. When things are falling apart, 
please stop worrying about stuff that doesn’t 
matter. Of the top ten things you have to do, I 
promise that your life will be just fine if you 
skip five of them. You are welcome to do 50 
things that don’t matter if it will help you get 
through a day where your bones hurt, but it’s 
equally OK to just stay in bed some days.

Remember that when things totally, irrevo-
cably, undeniably fall apart, your main job is 
to just get through it. Most things get better 
in one way or another. You will find a new 
kind of normal for those things that won’t get 
better. So just get through today the best that 
you can. n

Sue and her partner Sheri have lived in Madison since 2000. 
They keep busy with their two dogs, frankie and Maslow. 
Sue is a psychologist in private practice and can be found 
online at www.madisontherapy.com.

of the top ten things you have to 
do, i promise that your life will be 
just fine if you skip five of them.
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oUR INTERSECTIoNS

“Connections are made slowly, sometimes 
they grow underground. You cannot tell 
always by looking what is happening. More 
than half a tree is spread out in the soil 
under your feet. … Weave real connections, 
create real nodes, build real houses … ” 
These excerpts of Marge Piercy’s poem 
“Connections Are Made Slowly” serve as  
an inspiration for this column series. 

I am writing this in October, a month of 
somber anniversaries. Matthew Shepard was 
murdered on October 12, 1998. Matthew 
was murdered because of who he was: a 
gay man. Matthew was murdered by fear 
and ignorance. James Byrd was murdered 
on October 7, 2010. James Byrd was also 
murdered because of who he was: an African 
American man.  It is tempting, sometimes, 
for those of us in the LGBTQ community 
to tie our struggle for civil rights to the 
civil rights struggles of African Americans 
or Latinos in our country. However, for 
people who are oppressed our struggles are 
connected, they intersect, and yet they are 
very different. James Byrd’s life story as 
an African American man in this country is 
not the life story of Matthew Shepard. To 
suggest that their struggles are the same is to 

discount both of their stories. 
In my day job, I am the director of 

Madison-area Urban Ministry (MUM), a 
private, non-profit, interfaith, social justice 
organization. MUM works on a variety of 
social justice issues, including criminal jus-
tice system reform, poverty, homelessness 
and housing, and racism. We also provide 
supportive services for people returning 
from prison and for children who have 
an incarcerated parent. In my capacity at 
MUM, I was recently invited to be part of a 
panel discussion on homelessness. As each 
panel member spoke and time got short, one 
panel member had her presentation cut short 
by the moderator who wanted to make some 
additional remarks. The panel member who 
was cut off was the only African American 
member of the panel; however, she was not 
the only lesbian on the panel. Thankfully, 
an audience member pointed out the slight. 
So what was it that made the white male 
moderator decide that his comments were 
of greater importance? Why didn’t I or the 
other white LGBTQ folk in the audience see 
this more quickly and call it out? Those of 
us who are white live in a culture where our 
skin color still affords us a level of privilege 
that our brothers and sisters of color have 
never received, regardless of sexual orienta-
tion. Working on our own internal racism 
and recognizing that we do damage when 
we ask people to ignore their history, that 
those of us who are white benefit every day 
from our skin color, and that that privilege is 
something we exercise often with no aware-
ness that we are doing it; that is our internal 
work.  

The white LGBTQ community must be 
open to talking about our white privilege. 
We must be open to talking about issues of 
race, and not in the context of or working 
for a “color-blind society.” A color-blind 
society dismisses the experiences of people 
of color in this society; it says that context 
doesn’t matter, that slavery and its still-felt 
aftermath don’t matter. Yet if history doesn’t 
matter, why does the LGBTQ community 
celebrate the Stonewall riots with pride 
parades and festivals? Because history does 
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our Internal Work
Linda Ketcham, executive director of Madison-area urban Ministry,  

launches a column examining the intersections of minority and civil rights 
struggles in our community.

the white lgBtQ 
community must be open 
to talking about our white 
privilege. We must be  
open to talking about 
issues of race, and not in 
the context of or working 
for a “color-blind society.”
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Engage LGBT leaders and emerging 
leaders, activists and supporters across 
the state of Wisconsin to achieve and 
protect LGBT equality. 

Gain practical skills to aid in community 
development, advocacy, and the 
advancement of public health.

The Leadership Conference is an innovative approach to 
building a more skilled and connected network of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) and allied leaders who 
are empowered to achieve and protect LGBT equality in their 
local communities across the state of Wisconsin. 

Please register for the conference now and be a 
part of something big and exciting as we strengthen 
our grassroots network and advance the cause of 
equality together. 

matter, because context does matter, and 
because, in the words of Dr. Cornell West, 
“Race matters.” 

If we want to broaden our movement, we 
must not only build connections with indi-
viduals and other civil rights movements, 
but also respect the individuals and the 
movements enough to honor their history. 
Within the African American community, 
Juneteenth is the oldest-known celebration 
commemorating the end of slavery in the 
U.S. On June 19, 1865, two and a half years 
after the Emancipation Proclamation was 
signed, Union soldiers reached Galveston, 

Texas, to proclaim that all slaves were free. 
Madison has held a Juneteenth celebration 
since 1990. Unfortunately, the LGBTQ com-
munity has been mostly absent from this cel-
ebration, even though it is part of the history 
of many LGBTQ men and women. Also un-
fortunate is the scheduling of FruitFest, a lo-
cal celebration for the LGBTQ community, 
on the same day as Juneteenth. FruitFest was 
started in 2010, and despite complaints made 
by members of the LGBTQ community, 
FruitFest organizers have refused to move 
the event. FruitFest’s date was selected so as 
not to conflict with pride parades celebrating 
our Stonewall history; let’s be as considerate 
of the history of Juneteenth as we are of the 
Stonewall celebrations. 

LGBTQ rights are civil rights, but we 
have no right to expect that others who have 
struggled and continue to struggle for civil 
rights should just naturally join in our cause 
when we have not done the challenging 
work of building relationships with other 
movements, other people, or other organiza-
tions that may not always be so accepting 
of us. It’s not the work of our brothers and 
sisters of color to drag us into enlightenment 
while we protest that we couldn’t possibly 
be racist because we have black friends. n

Madison-area urban Ministry (MuM) is an interfaith social 
justice organization that spurs social change in and around 
Dane County. MuM’s mission is to be “a prophetic voice for 
justice, neighbors working together for social change.”

if we want to broaden our 
movement, we must not only 
build connections with individuals 
and other civil rights movements, 
but also respect the individuals 
and the movements enough to 
honor their history.
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enator Tammy Baldwin.” That has 
quite the ring to it, doesn’t it?

Ten years ago, I got my first 
political job working for Congresswoman 
Tammy Baldwin. Tammy was running for 
her third term in Congress; Ron Greer was 
our opponent. His entire platform centered 
on the fact that Tammy was a lesbian and 
therefore unfit to lead.

I thought of this as I stood in the ball-
room of the Monona Terrace on Tuesday, 
November 6, 2012, as Senator-elect Tammy 

Baldwin strode out onto the stage to deliver 
her victory speech. Only ten years ago, her 
sexual orientation was the entire reason 
someone ran against her.

In this election, the best the opposition 
could come up with was a video of Tammy. 
In it, she was DANCING. At a PRIDE festi-
val. To the song “Wonder Woman.” Totally 
shocking, I know. 

The e-mail from Thompson’s campaign 
staffer in which he shared the video included 
a snide question about whether or not Tam-
my represented “Heartland Values.” It was 
to be the theme of her Democratic National 
Convention speech that evening.

Well, I guess he got his answer:  

ABSOLUTELY, YES.
Tammy often quotes Dr. Reverend Martin 

Luther King Jr.’s statement, “The arc of the 
moral universe is long, but it bends toward 
justice.” Somewhere on that arc there must 
be room for a little bit of irony, because the 
same voters who six years ago approved a 
hateful referendum banning marriage equal-
ity and civil unions just elected a lesbian—
and not just any lesbian, but one who dared 
dance in public at a pride parade.

I think this demonstrates that the people 
of Wisconsin are in a particularly interesting 
place when it comes to LGBTQ equality. We 
don’t all agree on the theory, the faceless is-
sues with confusing acronyms. But when we 
know someone who is lesbian, gay, bisexual 
or transgender, the issues are transformed 
into human beings with hopes, dreams, 
fears, responsibilities, and everything else 
that we all feel.

The voters of Wisconsin still aren’t ready 
to vote in favor of full marriage equality, 
but they will vote for a lesbian and they will 
elect a president and vice president who are 
the first in our nation’s history to support 
marriage equality and inclusive nondiscrimi-
nation laws.

That’s the true victory for equality in Wis-
consin, and that’s the difference six years 
can make—six years of sharing stories, 
making connections, and organizing our 
communities.

Wisconsin wasn’t the only state making 
significant gains on Election Day. Maine, 
Maryland, and Washington voters passed 
marriage equality, marking the first time 
marriage has passed by popular vote. Voters 
in Minnesota did what no state has been able 
to do before: defeat an anti-gay referendum.

These four state victories are the first 
time that this movement has ever won at the 
ballot box. We still believe that inalienable 
rights and equality should not be put to a 
vote, but the fact that these issues can suc-
ceed by popular vote in such diverse states 
sends a strong message that the majority of 
our citizens are now willing to stand up for 
fairness and equality.

Voters in Wisconsin’s second congres-
sional district elected State Rep. Mark Pocan 
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our Pivotal Moment

fair Wisconsin executive Director Katie Belanger provides post-election  
analysis and a message for our state’s elected officials.

half of the voting 
population is made 
up of what the Voter 
participation Center calls 
“the rising american 
electorate.” this group 
includes unmarried 
women, people of color, 
and young voters.

to succeed Tammy Baldwin in Congress, 
marking the first time an openly gay person 
was elected to succeed an openly gay person 
in Congress.

Iowa voters re-elected the last Iowa State 
Supreme Court Justice who ruled in favor 
of marriage equality in 2009. Just two years 
ago, three justices were ousted because of 
that landmark decision.

Finally, our country elected the first 
president and vice president who support 
full marriage equality and protections for 
transgender individuals.

And one short week after the election, 
Paul Ryan’s hometown of Janesville, Wis., 
passed domestic partner benefits for their 
city employees.

The message is clear: Achieving equality 
is not a matter of “if,” but “when.”

However, there is a significant discon-
nect between the gains we made on equality 
issues and who we elected to the Wisconsin 
legislature on November 6.

Many of our state elected leaders need 
to catch up with the voters of this state, and 
they need to do it quickly. Marriage equality 
is becoming the deciding issue at the federal 
level. A recent poll conducted by Commu-
nity Marketing, Inc. indicates that 90 percent 
of LGBTQ voters voted to re-elect President 
Obama.

Additionally, half of the voting population 
is made up of what the Voter Participation 
Center calls “The Rising American Elector-
ate.” This group includes unmarried women, 
people of color, and young voters. Histori-
cally underrepresented in our democracy, 
these voters represent the largest growth in 
the electorate, and they tend to vote for fair-
ness and equality.

Not only is marriage equality gaining 
traction at a rapid pace, but the electorate is 
also in the midst of a significant transforma-
tion. Wisconsin’s state officials need to take 
heed of that change and figure out a way 
move beyond LGBTQ equality as a wedge 
issue, or an issue we don’t discuss at all, and 
find a way to move forward together.

I believe that ten years from now, we will 
see November 6, 2012 as a pivotal day in the 
LGBTQ equality movement. It wasn’t the 
day we achieved full equality, but is the day 
that makes that hope an eventuality. n

Katie belanger has been fair Wisconsin’s executive Director 
since 2009. She also currently serves as the board Co-Chair 
for the equality federation, the national alliance of state-
based LGbT advocacy organizations.
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nder the Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA), the federal government 
does not recognize the marriages of 

same-sex spouses for federal income taxes, es-
tate taxes, or gift taxes. With the Act currently 
under much scrutiny, the possibility of a repeal 
is real. If a repeal were to happen, drastic tax 
implications would occur for married same-sex 
couples across the country. It is very impor-
tant to note that if the federal government 

began recognizing same-sex marriages for tax 
purposes, a same-sex couple must be legally 
married under state law for the tax implications 
to have a direct impact on them as taxpayers. 

Tax laws determine the filing status for 
taxpayers based on the marital status of the 
taxpayers on the last day of the filing year. Cur-
rently, the marital status for married same-sex 
couples is irrelevant when it comes to tax filing, 
as the only two filing statuses allowed are either 
single or head of household. The biggest and 
most significant change we would see if the 
federal government were to recognize same-
sex marriage would be the opportunity to file 
as married filing jointly (MFJ), married filing 
separately (MFS), or a qualifying widow(er) 
taxpayer(s). Same-sex couples who are married 
under state laws would then be required to file 
using one of these three filing statuses, and the 
single or head-of-household statuses that are 

currently used would no longer be options. 
The current 2012 tax laws allow taxpay-

ers filing single to claim a standard deduction 
of $5,950, while MFJ taxpayers are allowed 
a standard deduction that is double that of a 
single filer, $11,900. With the current state of 
the federal government and the national deficit, 
talks of reducing the deficit and increas-
ing revenues are being echoed in homes, on 
televisions, and at newspaper stands every-
where. The topic of raising revenues is usually 
followed by some discussion of increasing 
taxes. While nothing has been set in stone as 
of press time, the possibility of changing the 
standard deduction for MFJ taxpayers to that 
of an amount lower than double the standard 
deduction for a single taxpayer is an idea we 
may soon see become a reality.

Income tax brackets also reveal a drastic tax 
effect that would be felt by all of those same-sex 
married couples who would be affected by a 
change to their tax filing status. Tax rates gener-
ally tend to increase at a faster pace for MFJ 
couples than they do cumulatively for two tax-
payers filing single. For example, Jane and Sue 
file separate tax returns, each filing single, and 
each making taxable income of $80,000. Based 
on the 2012 tax brackets, both Jane and Sue fall 
into the 25% tax bracket resulting in taxes of 
$20,000 each, or a cumulative tax of $40,000. 
If Jane and Sue were instead required to file a 
MFJ tax return, they would report a combined 
taxable income of $160,000. Under the MFJ 
tax brackets, this would place them in the 28% 
tax bracket, where they would pay a total of 
$44,800 in taxes; $4,800 more than they would 
have paid had they filed with single statuses.

Other changes would include a simpler way 
of tracking income and preparing the tax return. 
It is common for many same-sex couples to 
hold joint bank accounts and other income-
producing accounts such as brokerage accounts 
and properties. When separate tax returns are 
required, the income and expenses need to be 
properly allocated to each taxpayer based on 
the proportion of contributions made to the 
accounts. All income generated from these 
accounts is reported to the IRS via 1098 and 

income tax brackets also 
reveal a drastic tax effect 
that would be felt by all of 
those same-sex married 
couples who would be 
affected by a change to 
their tax filing status.
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What Repealing DoMA 
Means for Taxpayers

Wegner CPas’ Peter M. oettinger, CPa, partner, and Audrey Wipperfurth, CPa, staff 
accountant, explain what impact it may have on married same-sex couples’ taxes.
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Can you afford to retire?
That’s a question on many people’s minds these days. But you can take steps 
to help ensure you won’t outlive your retirement savings.

I’ll work with you to develop a plan that considers all aspects of your 
finances. Then I’ll recommend solutions to help you put a confident 
retirement within reach.
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dreams, call Mike today.
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Michael Fumelle
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1099 reporting. This 1098 and 1099 reporting is 
a way for the IRS to verify that income is cor-
rectly reported on income tax returns. However, 
regardless of the number of owners on the ac-
counts, the 1098s and 1099s report the income 
to only one social security number. When mar-
ried, same-sex taxpayers own these accounts 
and properties jointly but are required to report 
the information individually as two taxpayers 
each filing single; 100% of the income needs 
to be reported on the primary account holder’s 
tax return (the individual whose social security 
number was used to report the income) in order 
to avoid a matching discrepancy with the IRS. 
Then part of that income needs to be nomineed 
off of that taxpayer’s return so that the second 
account owner can pick up his or her portion 
of income. If the taxpayers were to file jointly, 
it would be relatively easy for the tax preparer 
to simply pick up the income on the return, and 
the proportion of income per taxpayer would 
be irrelevant, as both account holders would be 
filing the same tax return.

Another thing to note when filing a MFJ tax 
return is that both taxpayers accept responsibil-
ity for the accuracy and completeness of the tax 
return regardless of who the income and deduc-
tions belong to. In addition, if one taxpayer has 
debts, the IRS can seize any joint refund that 
is calculated with a jointly filed tax return. The 
opportunity for certain lower income deduc-
tions and credits can also be lost for a low-in-
come taxpayer who files a joint tax return with 
a high-income taxpayer. The same can be true 
for taxpayers who file MFS rather than MFJ.

Along with the changes to income taxes, 
estate and gift taxes would also be greatly 
affected if DOMA were to be repealed. Cur-
rently, in a heterosexual marriage, assets are 
transferred tax-free to the spouse upon the 
taxpayer’s death. Under current DOMA rules, 
this tax-free transfer is not available to same-
sex married couples. In addition, gift taxes 
can arise if a married same-sex taxpayer gifts 
income or property above a certain value to his 
or her spouse. This is not the case for gifts un-
der heterosexual marriages, as gifts to a spouse 
are unlimited. If DOMA is repealed and same-
sex marriage is recognized, the gifting between 
spouses would likely follow those same lines 
and not create a taxable event.

There are many benefits, as well as many 
drawbacks, that come along with filing as a 
MFJ taxpayer versus a single taxpayer. In ad-
dition, it is important to note that state taxes, 
though not covered in this article, would also 
be affected substantially by a repeal of DOMA. 
Please contact a tax professional for any tax 
advice when preparing your tax return. n
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Breakfast 
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served daily

Dinner served 
Tuesdays 
through  
Saturdays

2827 Atwood Ave 
(608) 241-2200
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Sunday
5-9

2425 Atwood Ave, Madison
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Local ingredients • gluten free
CaTerIng aVaIlable

Italian • Mediterranean

hat happens when you mix one part chocolate, two parts 
ambition, and equal parts creativity and talented staff? 
You get the Chocolaterian Café on Atwood Avenue.

Leanne Cordisco and Kimberly Vrubley are the owners and brain-
power behind the Chocolaterian Café. They met years ago through 
Kimberly’s husband, Dan, and became great friends. It’s easy to see 
that there’s a yin and yang quality to their friendship. Where Leanne is 
gregarious, her mind continually occupied with dreaming up “what’s 
next,” Kimberly is quiet and clearly the grounding influence that 
keeps their ship on an even keel. Together, they’ve created a place 
that’s a heady blend of warmth, character, and decadent chocolate cre-
ations that just works.

When I ask them why here and why now, both smile and look at 
one another. Leanne speaks first, explaining that she had wanted to 
leave corporate America and open a restaurant for years, but the cir-
cumstances had never been right. It was Kimberly who first found 

the store space in the Schenk-Huegel building, and when Kimberly 
brought Leanne to see it, they knew they’d found their perfect spot. 
The old space has a new look, but it remains awash in a subtly nostal-
gic feel that stems from the old glass display cases, warm wood floors, 
a demure (yet rich) color palette, and of course, the divine chocolaty 
aroma from the kitchen. 

The name of the business is an intentional blend of the words 
“chocolate” and either “proletarian” or “vegetarian,” depending on 
the day you ask them about it. They wanted the name to reflect their 
vision for a place to enjoy superb chocolate creations that was a wel-
coming place for everyone. An oasis, if you will.
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Chocolaterian Café will always be a european-
inspired dessert café with one or two savory 
offerings—not a restaurant with a few dessert 
items on the side.

a sweet and soothing addition to the atwood neighborhood
The Chocolaterian Café Their decadent menu of-

ferings may change regular-
ly, but Kimberly points out 
that the Chocolaterian Café 

will always be a European-inspired dessert café with one or two sa-
vory offerings—not a restaurant with a few dessert items on the side. 

Their hope for the café is that it truly adds to the already vibrant 
food scene in the Atwood-Williamson Street neighborhood. “We re-
ally believe that the tide raises all ships,” Leanne says. To that end, 
they look to differentiate themselves from other confectioners by of-
fering a wide variety of cookies, bars, tarts, and other dessert items. 
Their inviting, comfortable space encourages you to stay awhile and 
linger over conversation, a book, or your laptop. 

As we continue the interview, Leanne and I discuss what it means 
to her to be an out businesswoman in Madison. “You know, Madi-
son’s a place where people can live authentically,” she says. “Living 
authentically is very important to me as a completely out lesbian. It 
allows me to be my best self, which carries over into our business.” 
If the crowds that have been present every time I’ve visited are any 
indication of their success, I’d say that authenticity is definitely work-
ing for them.

“Oasis” really is the ideal word to describe the Chocolaterian Café. 
The next time you’re in the neighborhood, stop in and lose yourself 
for an afternoon. Trust me; it’s time well spent. 

The Chocolaterian Café is also the home base for Christine’s Tof-
fee (so good, it was added to the 2011 Emmy Awards Swag Bags). To 
learn more about the owners, the menu, and the toffee, please visit 
www.chocolateriancafe.com for all the delightfully decadent details.

—Jeanne Benink

Chocolaterian Café 
www.chocolateriancafe.com 
2004 atwood avenue, Madison (608) 246-1156
Owners: Leanne Cordisco & Kimberly Vrubley 
Hours: Tues-Fri • 8am-9pm, Saturday • 9am-10:30, 
Sunday • 12pm-6pm, Monday • Closed

perfect companions
deserve the best

fromagination.com

12 s carroll, on the capitol square • 608.255.2430 

2011

order wisconsin cheese artisan boxes  
for any occasion

visit fromagination.com  
for artisanal cheeses & perfect companions  

shipped across the u.s.

• • • • •
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Cafe/Bakery
Fresh, Daily Lunch 
Menu Items

Coffee
Fair Trade Ancora 
Coffee Bar

Smoothies
Fresh Fruit, Chocolate
and Espresso

Knitting
Yarns, Accessories 
and Classes

We use local produce and cheese

608-848-2755   125 S. Main Street, Verona, WI  knitandsip.com
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Jeanne Benink is a Madison chef and the sole owner 
of Simply Served Personal Chef Service. Her 
friends often call her the soup guru, and she truly 
does have passion for exploring soups and stews 
from all over the world. You can find her online at 
simplyservedpersonalchef.com

Owners Leanne Cordisco (left) and 
Kimberly Vrubley (right).
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ometimes I have to remind myself that I am 23 (that I have a whole life for things to 
happen that haven’t happened yet, to have mistakes and triumphs I’ve never stressed 
over, to brush the impossible with my palm). Sometimes I have to remind myself 

that I am 23 (that there are too many people who never had a chance to see that; that the 
world sometimes seems desperately hungry for black skin, for the heads of those who dare 
to daydream of the most ‘wrong’ of the sins, that innocent one. That my very next breath 
could be the last time I get to taste the air and forget to savor the soft sweet of it). 

In all that 23ness, sometimes it gets really hard to love myself. Not every morning is 
spent in the mirror trying to muster up the strength to look myself in the eye—child, believe 
me though, I’ve had my moments—and this isn’t to say that I don’t like myself, but to love 
myself means to take care of myself, to place myself in the best possible position, and to 
make sure that I am doing those things that make me feel whole. What is love if it isn’t a 
flood to fill a canyon, an endless rain that you pulled from the sky yourself?

So what waters shall I wade myself through? What banks do I haunt and let tide me 
over? How do I love my-lil-self? Self Love has many shapes, all the perfect size to hold 
and nurture you (here’s where I start giving myself some much needed advice in the 
second person). Self Love is community. It’s the East Madison Community Center, it’s 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church, it’s the 6, it’s the LGBT Campus Center, it’s OutReach, it’s a job 
you care about. It’s everywhere skin is. What is Self Love if it’s not loving the people you 
pass on street in the middle of their own autobiography, if it’s not a choir of names to hold 
close, a warm winter song. To surround ourselves with the love, work, and presence of 
other people is human, is the best err we have.

Self Love is loving the jiggle of every roll, the way your love handles mimic the music, 
make you feel against the sheets and in their hands (should you choose their hands). It’s 
knowing that you are a beauty unlike any other, that you rival Helen, that someone would 
start a war for you. It’s also tea, and going a day or three with no meat, and less pop, and 
more water, and running. It’s always running.

Self Love is painting, is singing a little too loudly walking down the street, is danc-
ing everywhere, is writing a poem on the back of a receipt, is building that table you’ve 
been thinking about, is making that video with some friends, is starting that reading group 
you’ve been thinking about, is turning that vacant lot into a garden, is expression, it’s 
being always busy with creation. It’s also video games and bad reality TV, hopefully not 
spending so much time engrossed in someone else’s world that yours starts slipping out of 
focus. Self Love has to be balance—not always equal, but a flow between doing and doing 
nothing at all. An eternal dance between what drives us to work and what tells us to sit 
still for a second.

Self Love sounds corny and is necessary, is the best gift you can give to yourself. A gift 
that if you give it to yourself, it can’t help but spread and spread and spread until we are 
all drowning in the sweet of it. And how sweet it is, to know that there is a beautiful man 
that loves me with soft, brown, scarred skin and a smile that brings me a sunrise in the 
mirror. How good it is that he loves me. n

Danez Smith is a poet/playwright/performer/teacher from St. Paul, Minn., now living  
in Madison, Wis., where he recently graduated from the University of Wisconsin.  
He is an advisor for the First Wave Urban Arts Program at UW. He is a Cave Canem  
Fellow, a nationally ranked slam poet, and a decent cook. He likes tattoos, food,  
reading good poems—sometimes he writes one, too. He’s been published in PANK,  
Vinyl, Radius, and other places, and is a regular contributor to his mother’s fridge.
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self love has to be balance—not always equal, but a flow between 
doing and doing nothing at all. an eternal dance between  
what drives us to work and what tells us to sit still for a second.

s
how Sweet It Is
Danez Smith shares a taste of what Self Love can be.

BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!   OVERTURECENTER.COM  

FOR COLD NIGHTS
HOT SHOWS

West Side Story
TUE, FEB 12 – SUN, FEB 17

Golden Dragon  
Acrobats: Cirque Ziva 
SUN, FEB 24, 3 PM

Branford Marsalis 
Quartet
THU, FEB 28, 7:30 PM

An evening with Cesar Millan 
The Dog Whisperer
FRI, MAR 1, 8 PM

Juan Siddi Flamenco  
Theatre Company
FRI, MAR 1, 8 PM

Live & Let Die: A Symphonic 
Tribute to the Music of Paul 
McCartney with Wisconsin Pops
SAT, MAR 2, 8 PM

FRI, FEB 1, 8 PM
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