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Handling your matters
with care.
We understand the importance of cost effective, timely
and reliable legal advice. If you’re seeking a trusted,
full-service law firm to handle your legal matters,
please visit our website at ^^ �̂KL^P[[YVZZ�JVT�VS
to learn more about our firm.

4HKPZVU�*HWP[VS�:X\HYL�6MMPJL! ;̂ V�,HZ[�4PMMSPU�:[YLL[� :\P[L����� 4HKPZVU� >0������
4L[YVWVSP[HU�4PS^H\RLL�6MMPJL! �� ���)PZOVW»Z�+YP]L� :\P[L����� )YVVRMPLSK� >0������



4 NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2012

22 39

8 48

10 14

5NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2012

contents

 ol
our lives

Madison’s LGBT&XYZ Magazine

Patrick Farabaugh
Publisher  / Editor-in-Chief

Virginia Harrison
Editor

Kelly Murray
Copy Editor

Contributing Writers  
Karen Baker 
Linda Balisle 
Abra Bankendorf Vigna 
Jeanne Benink 
Sue Gill 
Molly Herrmann 
Nicholle Johnson 
Tim Lom 
Denise Matyka 
Margaret McMurray 
Richard Wagner 
Caroline Werner 
Christopher Wilford 
Karin Wolf
Editorial Facilitators  
Kristina Kosnick 
Linda Lenzke 
Tim Michael 
Ryan Petty
Contributing Photographers   
Roberto Amezcua 
Eric Baillies 
Timothy Hughes 
Beth McConnell 
Amber Sowards
Business Manager   
Matt Jelinek
National Advertising Sales 
Rivendell Media Inc. 
Webmaster 
Josh Meyers

©2012 All Rights Reserved. 
November/December 2012 Volume 6, Issue 3  
Life in the Middle Publishing, LLC 
Patrick Farabaugh & Joseph Patane, 
Publishers.  215 Martin Luther King Jr Blvd., 
Box 1202, Madison, WI 53701
Any reproduction of OL: Our Lives Magazine in 
part or in full without the written permission of 
the publisher is strictly prohibited. OL: Our Lives 
Magazine shall not be held responsible for any 
claims made by our advertisers. Submission of 
photographs or other images to OL: Our Lives 
Magazine may be published without providing 
image credit. Appearance of any person, business 
or organization within photographs, advertise-
ments, or editorial content neither implies nor 
infers any indication of their sexual orientation.

Subscribe to Our Lives for FREE and have your copy mailed directly to you. Never miss an issue! Support us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

Made on a Mac

Cover photographed by: Timothy Hughes   Hair: Scott Staples, I Du Hair

CLOTHING
Extensive women’s fashion 

and accessory boutique.

JEWELRY: 
Nationally recognized collection 

of vintage jewelry and  

recently expanded bridal and 

special event jewelry.

ANTIQUES: 
Unique antiques, including 

architectural, furniture,  

stained glass, lighting, and  

high quality smalls.

HOME 
FURNISHINGS: 
American made leather furniture 

and unique accessories.

GIFTS: 
A “funky” selection of unusual 

oddities and giftables, plus a  

wide assortment of gift books 

and bath luxuries.

222 Center St., Lake Geneva

262-248-8474
ilovefunkys.com
Open 7 Days a Week

facebook.com/ILoveFunkys

editor

To advertise, contact us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

Why This Issue Makes Me Smile
I was recently talking with some friends about 

how studies show that the more you smile, the 
better you feel—a sort of “fake it ’til you make it” 
technique that really does work. I was reminded 
of this effect as I was reading through this issue 
one more time before it went to the printer. I truly 
feel so good about the state of our community and 
the future we are building for our youth.

Happily, we have so many individuals and organizations in 
Madison and in Wisconsin working hard and feeding their passions 
by advocating for and/or serving LGBTQ families and youth. From 
Gay-Straight Alliances (GSAs) and Parents and Friends and Fam-
LO\�RI�/HVELDQV�DQG�*D\V��3)/$*��WR�IHUWLOLW\��ODZ��DQG�ÀQDQFLDO�
consultants and practitioners, the options for support, resources, and 
professional services are ever-growing. 

So it is (literally!) with great pleasure that I send you off into the 
VWRULHV�DQG�UHÁHFWLRQV�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�PDGH�LW�WKHLU�OLIH·V�ZRUN�
to make things better—or just simply normalized—for the youth and 
many types of families that make up our community.

Virginia Harrison
EDITOR

bad dog frida
BADDOGFRIDA.COM The reason we give 
back is simple—this isn’t a one-way 
street. The community is supportive of 
us, and therefore we want to support 
our community. It’s what we believe all 
businesses should do. Many of the or-
ganizations that we give to rely on the 
generosity of all of us to sustain them.

bad dog frida gives back in a number of ways—in-kind donations to 
fundraisers for animal rescue events, LGBTQ events, and the Atwood 
community are our primary recipients. The biggest program we have is 
something we call “Featured Rescue Group.” The rescue group or Humane 
Society changes quarterly. During the quarter we:

* Devote a page on our website to their group—a chance for the group 
to highlight information they want people to know about them.

* Keep a jar on our counter for customers to donate to. This typically 
raises $200–$400.

* Devote one of our display windows for the group to decorate and 
promote themselves. This tends to generate a lot of awareness for the 
group.

* At the end of the quarter, we provide a donation to the group—typi-
cally $1,000–$1,200.

This year we have featured the Friends of Noah Rescue Group, the Dane 
County Humane Society, and the SAAV Program (Sheltering Animals of 
Abuse Victims).
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State, UW, City Workers to Pay More for HIV Meds
Due to changes in the Wisconsin state group health insurance program for 2013, state and 
University of Wisconsin employees and certain local government employees (including the 
City of Madison) will be paying more for antiretroviral medications used to treat HIV/AIDS. All 
HIV and other “specialty” drugs will be moved into a new category, with monthly co-pays more 
than tripling and a higher out-of-pocket maximum separate from that for other medications. 
The co-pay increase can be avoided by transferring a"ected prescriptions to the mail-order 
preferred specialty pharmacy. But the separation of the out-of-pocket maximums means that 
individuals with both HIV and non-HIV prescriptions will still pay more in 2013 than in 2012. 
Some drug manufacturers provide co-pay assistance programs for which any employee is 
eligible. – Dan Ross, Senior Information Processing Consultant at the University of Wisconsin.

Support Us
You can make a secure donation on our 
website or contact us for information about 
planned giving.  Please consider joining one 
of our commi!ees, volunteering at an event, 
or becoming a member of our board.

newharvestfoundation.org
Find us on Facebook!

A Member of

New Harvest Foundation
is the only foundation in South Central 
Wisconsin that channels charitable 
contributions exclusively to organizations 
working to promote lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) rights, services, 
culture and community development. 
Founded in 1984, New Harvest Foundation 
is operated by a Board of Directors, along 
with other volunteers. It pools contributions 
of hundreds of donors each year to provide 
grant money to LGBT causes.  We raise 
money to give back!

Fall Grant Cycle Has Begun!
Grant Applications Due November 30th
Are you working for social service, social 
change, public education, health care, 
arts and culture, and/or development of 
LGBTQA communities? We currently 
are accepting innovative grant proposals 
for our Fall Grant Cycle. 

Funding priorities include: 
LGBTQA Youth & LGBT Seniors

"e grant application, and information 
about past grantees, is available online. 
Allow us to help you be an instrument 
of empowerment and change in our 
LGBTQ communities!

Want an outdoor living area that can be enjoyed by all members of the 
family… Ganshert can create that perfect oudoor space with a play 

area for the kids, as well as for entertaining family and guests.

/PX�UIBU�UIF�XFBUIFS�IBT�UVSOFE�DIJMMZ�XPVMEOnU�B�QBUJP�BOE�ÞSFQJU�
BSFB�CF�KVTU�UIF�UIJOHdDP[Z�VQ�UP�UIF�ÞSF�SPBTU�UIF�NBSTINFMMPXT�

and give your family that outdoor camping experience.

$BMM�(/�-�GPS�PVUEPPS�MJWJOHT�TQBDF�UP�ÞU�ZPVS�GBNJMZnT�OFFET�

5284 E. Lacy Rd., Fitchburg, WI 53711 q 608-274-2443 q ganshert.com

Co-Pay Raise

Woody Carey, Remembered  
The Rev. Dr. Edson Ellwood “Woody” Carey died on Friday, Sept. 28, at St. Mary’s 

Hospital in Madison. Woody served as an openly gay Presbyterian minister in several 
Eastern states as well as here in Madison. During that period he worked to support 
LGBTQ rights. But what our community remembers him for most is his commitment to 
HIV/AIDS education. He served multiple terms on the New Harvest Foundation board, 
part of that time as co-chair. His leadership was instrumental in expanding the reach 
and impact that the New Harvest Foundation had in Madison. Woody was named Out-
Reach’s “Man of the Year” in 2010 for being a very active and vocal supporter of LGBTQ 
rights, for his tireless work on behalf of people a!ected by HIV/AIDS, and for providing 
pastoral care to those living with the disease. Woody Carey was 83.

In Memoriam
EDITOR’S NOTE: The contributors listed below are what we call 
“Editorial Facilitators,” meaning they work behind-the-scenes to help 
identify, recruit, and support members of the community in expressing 
themselves through PERSONAL NARRATIVE WRITING in the pages 
of Our Lives. Thank you for all you do to help uphold our leaders, role 
models, creative talents, and unsung heroes and heroines.

Kristina “kiki” Kosnick��2XU�3RHWU\�3URVH��LGHQWLÀHV�DV�
a queer activist-writer-academic. As the founder and 
facilitator of LGBTQ Narratives Activist-Writers and 
the executive producer of Conceal & Carry: Queers 
Exposed, she is grateful for the abundance of queer 
love in her life. Kiki currently teaches literature at 

8:�0DGLVRQ��ZKHUH�VKH�LV�ÀQLVKLQJ�D�3K�'��GLVVHUWDWLRQ�RQ�FRQWHPSR-
rary queer women’s writing in French. With Linda Lenzke, kiki edits 
the Our Prose/Our Poetry column and invites submissions. Send your 
poetry or prose for consideration to lgbtqnarratives@gmail.com.

Linda Lenzke (Our Poetry/Prose) is a founding member 
of LGBTQ Narratives Activist-Writers and a writer/
producer of the Conceal & Carry: Queers Exposed 
monologue play. She is currently working on her sec-
ond poetry chapbook, Crush(ed), and a memoir entitled 
Perfectly Flawed. With Kristina “kiki” Kosnick, Linda 

edits the Our Prose/Our Poetry column and invites submissions. Send 
your poetry or prose for consideration to lgbtqnarratives@gmail.com.

Tim Lom (Our Athletes) is a member of the Madison Mi-
notaurs rugby club, Wisconsin’s only International Gay 
Rugby Association and Board team. He moved from 
Green Bay to Madison in 1998 for college and cur-
rently works as an R&D scientist. Tim is excited to be 
contributing to Our Lives and helping various members 

of the community have their voices heard and their stories told. When 
not playing rugby or helping run the team, he enjoys listening to pop 
music, playing video games, and getting involved in local theater.

Tim Michael (What’s Trending: GSAs) grew up in Wis-
consin, and has not yet found a good reason to leave 
WKH�VWDWH�WKDW�KH�ORYHV��+H�KDV�VSHQW�WKH�ODVW�ÀYH�\HDUV�
at the Gay Straight Alliance for Safe Schools, where 
he serves as the manager of GSA outreach. Having 
started a GSA at his own high school back in the late 

’90s, Tim loves having the opportunity to connect with today’s GSA 
activists and help them be as successful as they can be in achieving 
their goal of creating safer schools for all students.

Ryan Petty (Our Future Leaders) has been an editorial 
facilitator for Our Lives for nearly two years, and 
UHFUXLWV�/*%74�LGHQWLÀHG�\RXWK�ZKR�H[HPSOLI\�OHDG-
ership in their community. He is a longtime volunteer 
at OutReach LGBT Community Center and currently 
serves as its Board President as well as facilitator for 

OutThere, their social/support group for 18- to 24-year-olds. For nearly 
a decade, he has been competing, refereeing, and coaching Olympic-
style fencing in Wisconsin. He is a graduate student in biochemistry at 
UW-Madison.
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OUR ATHLETES
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TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR BODY

How did you get involved with the Blaze? What made you want to join? JESSICA:  While I was in high 
school, I was a three-sport athlete. I have always enjoyed team sports. While in college at UW-
River Falls, I played on the college softball team for four years. When I moved to Madison just 
over a year ago, I was looking for ways to meet new people. I knew there was a women’s tackle 
football team in town, so I decided to try out. It was one of the greatest decisions I have made. I 
have met many wonderful people, and my best friends in Madison are my teammates! REBECCA:  
I had seen an article about the Madison Cougars in the Wisconsin State Journal, and a few of 
my coworkers encouraged me to try out. I looked up the website and sent an e-mail. I received 
a response within minutes. I had always wanted to play football since I was a child. In middle 
VFKRRO��ÁDJ�IRRWEDOO�ZDV�WKH�ÀUVW�RSSRUWXQLW\��EXW�,�ZDV�WROG�WKDW�EHFDXVH�,�ZDV�D�JLUO��,�ZDV�QRW�
allowed to play. When high school began I asked again. I was told no, so my mother went to 
the school board and asked them to allow me to play. They again told her no, that girls were not 
allowed to play football. When I heard about the women’s team in Madison, it raised the same 
excitement and the same fear of being let down. 

What is the mission of the team? Our team, although under new management, is the same great team 
that we were last year: hardworking, determined, and focused. Our mission is to “promote and 
advance women’s football in a professional manner while sustaining a positive identity in the 
community through leadership, guidance, and sound management.”

What is the biggest challenge you faced when you started? REBECCA:  There are a lot of challenges that 
I faced in the beginning. First and foremost is personal fear. Not letting myself hold me back. 
There has never been one thing in my life that I have done solely for myself. Every sport, 
function, or job I have worked at, I have known someone prior to being a part of it. This was 

something I wanted to do for me. Another challenge I faced was my 
age. I was a rookie football player at 33, and people questioned whether 
I could start at that age. My physical condition was also a challenge. I 
had two-thirds of my right lung removed when I was 21. My limitations 
are very few, but also brought questions from family and friends if I 
could perform with everyone else. I might be slightly more winded than 
everyone else, but it doesn’t hold me back. JESSICA:  I guess the biggest 
challenge I faced was being so excited to have the opportunity to play, 
EXW�ZH�GLGQ·W�RIÀFLDOO\�VWDUW�SUDFWLFH�XQWLO�-DQXDU\��2QFH�,�GHFLGHG�WR�
play, I was super excited and just wanted to start working out and learn-
ing the game of football!

How would you describe the culture of women’s football? Is it similar to that of 
other sports? JESSICA: Women’s football is somewhat similar to other 
women’s teams I have been on, but this group of 30 women has formed 
a bond that I have never experienced on another team before! When an 
organization goes through changes in ownership and experiences some 
GLIÀFXOWLHV��\RX�ZRXOG�H[SHFW�WKDW�SOD\HUV�ZRXOG�ORVH�LQWHUHVW�DQG�WUXVW�
as teammates, but we stuck together like glue. The women who play for 
the Madison Blaze are not only teammates, but we have also become 
a family. REBECCA: The culture of women’s football is unlike any other 
team or sport that I have ever experienced or been a part of. You join 
this team and this league for the love of the game and the chance to 
IXOÀOO�D�OLIHORQJ�GUHDP��DQG�FRPH�DZD\�ZLWK�VR�PXFK�PRUH��,�KDYH�
never been closer to a group of women and men. There is a respect 
among the players and coaches throughout the whole league and those 
ZKR�VXSSRUW�XV��:H�DOO�NQRZ�ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�VDFULÀFHG�WR�SOD\��FRDFK��RU�
own women’s football. We always hold ourselves, our teammates, our 
coaches, and our owners to a higher standard, while trying to keep a 
SRVLWLYH�LPDJH�DW�DOO�WLPHV�RQ�DQG�RII�WKH�ÀHOG�DQG�OHWWLQJ�SHRSOH�NQRZ�
that we are serious about the game of football. 

How do you perceive the role of the team in the greater LGBTQ community?  
JESSICA:  I think the role of this team is to show the community that if 
you are a lesbian or not you can enjoy playing sports. The Madison 
Blaze organization wants to be known throughout the Madison area for 
EHLQJ�D�ZLQQLQJ�WHDP�RQ�WKH�ÀHOG��EXW�DOVR�EH�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�JUHDW�OHDG-
ership throughout the community. REBECCA: �:H�GHÀQLWHO\�WU\�WR�SOD\�
a role in the LGBTQ community. We participate in Pride every year 
and hold fundraisers in predominately gay establishments, but we are 
also trying to make ourselves known in the straight community as well. 
There are some beliefs that we are purely a lesbian football team and 
cater only to the LGBTQ community. But the truth is, we don’t carry 
any one title. We are women tackle football players, trying to pave a 
new road in the game of football and give back to all communities. Q

community

Our team, although under new management, 
is the same great team that we were last year: 
hardworking, determined, and focused.

They’ve Got Game—and Heart
Madison Blaze Women’s Football Team members Rebecca Havens  

and Jessica Lundgren talk about their love of the game—and the team.

Madison’s Premier Running Specialty Store

Proud Sponsor of
GSAFE’s 

WAlk/Run/EAt

berkeleyrunningcompany.com 
3234 University Avenue s 608-395-BERK

Weekdays 10am - 7pm s Sat 10am - 6pm s Sun 11am - 5pm

recruiting  
new paddlers.

no experience necessary.

220 WEST BROADWAY, MONONA, WI. 53716  608-223-9300

Mon-Fri 10am-8pm  Saturday 10am-6pm  Sunday 11pm-5pm

Tim Lom is a member of the Madison Minotaurs 
rugby club, Wisconsin’s only International Gay 
Rugby Association and Board team. He’s excited 
to be contributing to Our Lives and help various 
members of the sports community have their voices 
heard and their stories told.

To advertise, contact us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

Photographed by Roberto Amezcua
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Convention Center
(Exhibition Hall)

1 John Nolen Drive, Madison

134 Wisconsin Artists 
Silent Auction   Kids Activities      
Admission $3, under 12 free

November 10 & 11, 2012

The Face of Musical Theater
/DXULH�)HOOHQ]�� WKH�ÀQH�DUWV� WHDFKHU�FRRUGLQDWRU�DW� WKH�0DGLVRQ�

Metropolitan School District, says Sauers is not only “the face of the 
Tommy Awards,” but also, more importantly, he is becoming the face 
of musical theater. She continues, “The compiled reviewer critique 
WKDW�0U��6DXHUV�SURYLGHV�WR�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�VFKRRO�UHÁHFWV�KLV�KLJK�
caliber knowledge of theater, adolescent performers, and director/edu-
cators. It is the goal in every critique to celebrate the successes and to 
offer constructive feedback with useful suggestions in areas of growth. 
0U��6DXHUV�ZRUNV�WLUHOHVVO\�WR�DVVXUH�WKDW�HDFK�FULWLTXH�LV�VSHFLÀF�WR�
each school and the unique aspects of their school theater program.”

Vice President of Programming and  
Community Engagement

Sauers was recently hired as Overture’s new vice president of pro-
gramming and community engagement. The gears are undoubtedly 
turning already, as he looks to create new programming that will reach 
an even broader spectrum of our community. And now that he has only 
one job, albeit it a big one, Madison’s most eligible arts bachelor might 
even be able to squeeze in a date or two. –Karin Wolf

n May 2008, Tim Sauers moved to Madison from Chicago to take 
a new job as director of education and community engagement 
for Madison’s state-of-the-art Overture Center. What’s the ol’ 
cowboy quote? “There were a helluva lot of things they didn’t tell 

PH�ZKHQ�,�KLUHG�RQ�ZLWK�WKLV�RXWÀW�µ�7KRXJK�KH�VXUHO\�GLG�KLV�UHVHDUFK��
it is doubtful that Sauers quite understood what he was getting into 
when he locked the back of his U-Haul and headed north. 

In 2008, Overture was embroiled in turmoil, public debate, and an 
uncertain future. The trust fund to support operations and maintenance 
was liquidated, public perception was teetering, and the governance 
structure was more complex than this author’s relationship history.

Arts Education
With 13 years of experience as the program director for Chicago’s 

nationally recognized Urban Art Gateways: Center for Arts Education, 

Sauers quickly recognized the need to increase access 
to arts education in Madison. He leapt into community 
efforts such as the Madison Metropolitan Fine Arts 
Task Force, where he helped create a plan to increase 
equity in public-school arts programming. He orga-

nized gatherings of area arts education and outreach 
programmers so they could communicate and collabo-
rate about their offerings. He applied for and received 
Kennedy Center support to connect Overture’s resident 
companies with the schools. 

Public Access
Sauers saw another urgent need: to increase pub-

lic opportunities to experience and enjoy Overture. 
He created Community Arts Access, a program that 
helps non-profit organizations present community 
performances and events with rental and equipment 
subsidies. Additionally, he hosted many worthy com-
munity groups, such as the Out Professional and Ex-
ecutive Network (OPEN), so they could enjoy the el-
egant spaces of Overture with member and networking 
events. Access, exposure, and openness to new ideas 
were hallmarks of Sauer’s early impact on Overture 
and our community.

Tommy Awards
But three years ago, Sauers took his already fabu-

lous outreach efforts to a new height with the develop-
ment of the Tommy Awards. One might argue that a 
BA in communication and theater arts, a master’s in 
theater direction, and a degree in interdisciplinary arts, 
combined with 11 years as a freelance theater critic, 
naturally led to Sauers getting his drama on by creating 
the Tommys. 

The Tommy Awards showcase excellence in high 
school musical theater from 44 schools in 35 communities within a 
���PLOH�UDGLXV�RI�2YHUWXUH�&HQWHU��7KRXJK�WKH�SULPDU\�EHQHÀWV�RI�WKH�
Tommy Awards are to encourage and recognize student excellence in 
musical theater productions, the program also underscores the impor-
tance of theater and dance education in high schools. The Tommys 
have been credited with everything from “discovering” the unbeliev-
able talent of Wisconsin youth—Glee-style—to saving high school 
musical programs.

During the great Overture debates of 2011, Tim took on more for 
the institution. And then he took on more. And then even more. He 
picked up the extra work of marketing Overture. He simply let go 
of the fantasy of free time and the potential social life it offered, and 
friends became accustomed to hearing his daily rebuff of, “We have an 
event.” And “I can’t, I have to go see Urinetown in Oconomowoc” or 
´2K��JRRGQHVV�QR��3KDQWRP�LV�LQ�-DQHVYLOOH�WRPRUURZ�QLJKW�µ�

OUR ARTISTScommunity

i

The Gift that Keeps on Giving
The Overture Center’s Tim Sauers has given of his talents and 

expertise to the betterment of Madison’s premier arts center, arts 
education, and the community at large.

Karin Wolf is the arts program administrator for 
the City of Madison Department of Planning and 
Community and Economic Development and 
the Madison Arts Commission. Her freelance arts 
writing has appeared in Sculpture Magazine, Public 
Art Review, and the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.

The compiled reviewer critique that Mr. Sauers 
provides to each and every school re"ects his 
high-caliber knowledge of theater, adolescent 
performers, and director/educators.

Subscribe to Our Lives for FREE and have your copy mailed directly to you. Never miss an issue! Support us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

Photographed by Roberto Amezcua
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Serving the LGBT community for over 35 years. Visit us at our new,  
expanded location just off State Street, next to Community Pharmacy.

315 W. Gorham St. Madison, WI Q (608) 257-7888 

Mon.–Sat. 10–8, Sun. 12–5 Q www.roomofonesown.com

NEW & USED BOOKS IN DOWNTOWN MADISON

Julia & Cindy
Putting the Pieces together for You!

juliaandcindy@firstweber.com
athomeinwisconsin.com

4706 Cottage Grove Rd., Madison
PROUD MILITARY SUPPORTER

12 13

OUR PROSEcommunity

To subscribe, sign up at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

KH�ÀUVW�WLPH�,�VDZ�7KH�Silence of the Lambs, I sat in the dollar 
theater in Tallahassee with Dan. We’d cut our Modernist Nov-
els class, resisted the chicken salad in the campus cafeteria, and 

smuggled a pack of wine coolers into the theater. Movies 8 was pre-
dictably slow, but it was a special night—Dan and I were fresh out of 
the closet, products of an upbringing in the Reagan-era Deep South.
:H�DOO�UHPHPEHU�WKH�ÀOP·V�KLGHRXVO\�TXHHU�SV\FKRSDWK�%XIIDOR�

Bill, a lisper cavorting around his dungeon basement. In the pivotal 
scene that reveals his motivation for skinning his victims, the camera 
lingers on visual details that mark his body as abnormal. He has a 
pierced nipple and several tattoos (a little odd for the early ’90s), 
and he painstakingly applies eye shadow and lipstick, narcissisti-
cally intoning, “I’d fuck me.” At the ultimate moment, he dons a wig 
fashioned from a victim’s scalp, tucks his penis between his legs, and 
poses for the camera, a killer characterized by the most enduring, 
deviant homosexual stereotypes. Bill’s effeminacy marked him as 
grotesquely murderous.

It was during this scene that two guys behind us proposed that 
Buffalo Bill should just cut his dick off if he wanted to be a woman. 
I thought Dan would explode, so I leaned in and told him to never 
mind the future date-rapists. We weren’t the privileged frat boys, the 
nostalgic Confederates on the outskirts of the city, or the models from 
Miami. We were proud, gay, goth English majors, and even though we 

pitied him (and his victims), we thought Buffalo Bill was the coolest! 
In the Deep South, we were Buffalo Bill. And we clinked our bottles 
WRJHWKHU�DQG�GUDLQHG�WKHP�RI�WKHLU�([RWLF�%HUU\�%DUWOHV�	�-D\PHV�

“Let’s get something pierced after the movie,” he suggested. We 
clinked bottles again.

It took a while for my beaten-up Dodge Colt to warm up during this 
chilly night, but we maneuvered our way to No Regrets Tattoo and 
Body Piercing, where a sign over the door read, “From the extreme to 
the normal, we can handle all of your body piercing needs.” Needs? 
Did we need a piercing to show our solidarity, to unite with the other 
gay villains?

Of course we did! We were blank slates, new members of a hated 
DQG�PLVXQGHUVWRRG�SRSXODWLRQ��DQG�D�QHHGOH�GULYHQ�WKURXJK�RXU�ÁHVK�

would prove our aberration!
,Q�D�ÁDVK��D�JLUO�LQ�D�EODFN�WDQN�WRS�DQG�ÁRZLQJ�VNLUW�DQG�DUPHG�ZLWK�

a plastic blue piercing gun sat us in adjoining chairs. “Where?” she 
asked, as if bored by a couple of twinks looking to make a lame social 
statement. I only pointed to my upper right ear. One dab of rubbing 
DOFRKRO��RQH�SDLU�RI�ORQJ�UHG�ÀQJHUQDLOV�KROGLQJ�P\�ÁDS�RI�WLVVXH�VWLOO��
RQH�FOLFN�RI�WKH�JXQ��RQH�VWXG�WKURXJK�P\�FDUWLODJH��DQG�,�ZDV�RIÀFLDOO\�
JD\��´7ZLVW�LW�QRZ�DQG�WKHQ�VR�LW�KHDOV��7KDW·V�ÀYH�EXFNV�µ�VKH�VDLG�

I expected a spontaneous pride parade to escort us through the 
pending stares, taunts, and bashings on the way back to the dorm. But 
no; it was just a dark Tuesday night, and two gay goth English majors 
with new wounds had joined the ranks.

“What do we do next?” I asked.
´/HW·V�WZLVW�HDFK�RWKHU·V�SLHUFLQJV�µ�'DQ�VXJJHVWHG�DV�KH�ÁLFNHG�

my new stud. I emitted a war cry, grabbed him around the neck, and 
wrenched his ear. Gay male bonding as its best.

I no longer have that piercing, but I can still feel the scar, a lump 
of early nineties gay pride on my upper ear. Never mind the freedom 
rings and pink triangles, the rainbow paraphernalia and assorted han-
kies in the back pocket. I’d made a statement by mutilating my body. 
(YHQ�WKRXJK�,�FDQ·W�EH�EXULHG�LQ�D�-HZLVK�FHPHWHU\�DORQJVLGH�P\�
relatives, I’ll make it into heaven anyway with the rest of the villains. 
Buffalo Bill might have lodging in a different area, though—I’ll have 
to pay him a visit and thank him. Q

t

How Bu!alo Bill 
Became My Idol

The Physical Markings of a New Gay Man

To advertise, contact us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

608.240.0488
tamarzick.com

Tamar Zick, MA
Licensed Professional Counselor 
LGBT Specialist & Community Member
2453 Atwood Avenue 201A

When you need encouragement  
and support, help is at hand.

  Complicated Relationships
 Loss & Trauma
 Addiction
  Depression & Anxiety

It is possible to feel better.

We are family
I got my sister with me

Anthology
A shop owned by the Komai 
sisters, featuring handmade gifts 
by local & indie artists,  
paper goods & craft supplies.

218 State Street
anthology.typepad.com

(608)204-2644

John Pruitt teaches English at the University of Wisconsin-Rock 
County. He’s enthusiastically absorbing Christopher Bram’s novels—
he’s on number #ve—and is looking forward to Bram Skyping with 
his students at the end of November when they read Gossip.  
John’s a really nice guy—you’d like him.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The poetry and prose featured in this column is largely 
produced by members of the LGBTQ Narratives Group. LGBTQ Narratives 
is a queer activist-writers’ group in which participants produce and share 
personal narratives and other creative works. For more information, 
contact lgbtqnarratives@gmail.com. Members of LGBTQ Narratives also 
host a monthly open mic for queers and allies. For more information about 
the open mic, contact queerspeakmadison@gmail.com.

John Pruitt

… a killer characterized by the most 
enduring, deviant homosexual 
stereotypes. Bill’s e!eminacy marked 
him as grotesquely murderous.

Photographed by Amber Sowards
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z104fm.com

5:00-9a: Elvis Duran
9a-12p: KatiE Kruz
12p-04: ryan sEacrEst

07p-12a:  
aaron rogErs

weekend 
dance music
sat 10p-1a: 
club z with 
kidd leow
sun 7p-10p: 
club kane

The Hit Music Channel!

also on

´,·YH�EHHQ�DVNHG�DGYLFH�IURP�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�EH�'-V�µ�VD\V�
Tim, “And the simplest advice I can give is to know your crowd, pick 
the right music, and—above all—be nice and have fun. It will show 
in your work!”

Tim and Bradley Tabor, his partner of almost six years, live with 
their cats Lola and Rocco.
´:KHQ�\RX�ORYH�ZKDW�\RX�GR��\RX�ZLOO�ÀQG�SHDFH�DQG�KDUPRQ\�MXVW�

happens in all the other areas of your life as well,” Tim says. –Trina

hen you think about nightlife in Madison, a lot of differ-
ent venues may come to mind. Some vary on themes and 
are aimed toward certain crowds, but one thing is a must: 

good music. Disc jockey Tim Walters knows how to keep crowds 
happy. This, in turn, makes him happy, too.

“What makes me the happiest is watching people dancing and hav-
LQJ�IXQ�ZKLOH�,�DP�'-·LQJ�µ�VD\V�7LP��
*URZLQJ�XS�LQ�2UHJRQ��:,��7LP�DOZD\V�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�D�'-��DQG�

recalls having his own make-believe radio show as a child. Other kids 
KLV�DJH�ZHUH�SUHWHQGLQJ�WR�EH�DVWURQDXWV�RU�ÀUHPHQ�DQG�VHWWLQJ�XS�
lemonade stands. Tim would make tapes for his friends and family. As 
he got older, a lot in his life changed, but his desire to be a professional 
'-�QHYHU�IDOWHUHG�

Tim loved Oregon, but craved something bigger—something more 
diverse. He knew that if he wanted to pursue his dreams, he would 
need to relocate. In 1996, he relocated to Madison and took a part-time 
job at an LGBT coffee house/gift shop called We Are Family (now 
called Lakeside Deli), which was next to the old Maneuvers Bar (now 
FDOOHG�7KH�8S�1RUWK�%DU���$V�OXFN�ZRXOG�KDYH�LW��'-�7RQ\�5LWVFKDUG�
ZRUNHG�DW�ERWK�SODFHV�DQG�KHOSHG�7LP�JHW�KLV�IRRW�LQ�WKH�GRRU�DV�D�'-�

by giving him music, mixes, and tips.
After a lot of practice and trial and error, Tim’s hard work began 

to pay off. He got his big chance to show what he could do when Ed 
Grunewald opened up Club 5 (now FIVE Nightclub). It was then that 
KH�EHJDQ�WR�'-�RQH�QLJKW�D�ZHHN³DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�VHYHUDO�QLJKWV�SHU�
week as he gained more experience. 

Tim explains that he was never more proud or excited than when he 
IXOÀOOHG�KLV�FKLOGKRRG�GUHDP�RI�EHFRPLQJ�DQ�DLU�MRFNH\�D�IHZ�\HDUV�
ago. He was on-air with Z104 The Hit Music Channel and 96.3 Star 
Country for a couple of successful years. Currently, Tim hosts a show 
Monday through Friday (6–11:00 p.m. Central) on ElectricFM.com, 
an Internet dance station broadcasting from New York City.
:KHQ�KH·V�QRW�RQ�DLU��7LP�'-V�HYHQWV�VXFK�DV�0DGLVRQ�3ULGH��)UXLW�

Fest, Woof’s Pride, PrideFest in Milwaukee, and UW-Madison’s 10% 
6RFLHW\�GDQFHV��DQG�KH�JXHVW�'-V�DW�6KDPURFN�%DU��3ODQ�%��62772��
/D&DJH�LQ�0LOZDXNHH��7KH�2IÀFH�LQ�5RFNIRUG��FKDULW\�HYHQWV��DQG�RI�
course FIVE Nightclub, where he got his start.

Tim considers himself lucky to have met some incredible people in 
KLV�OLQH�RI�ZRUN��LQFOXGLQJ�QDWLRQDO�DUWLVWV��VLQJHUV��'-V��DQG�PDQ\�ZKR�
have become friends. 

OUR ENTERTAINERScommunity

w

Trina Avalon-Pirahna (Christopher Wilford) is a local 
drag entertainer who has performed in various 
nightclubs and charity events around Wisconsin. 
She is the current Miss FIVE Nightclub Plus and 
introduces Our Lives readers to other entertainers of 
interest to our local LGBTQ community.

Subscribe to Our Lives for FREE and have your copy mailed directly to you. Never miss an issue! Support us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM

Photographed by Roberto Amezcua

Disc jockey Tim Walters keeps the music—and his dreams—going on and on.
Please Don’t Stop the Music

,M P P H E P I � � � ` � � �[[[�Y P P E I]I[IE V� GSQ� � � � ` � � � � � �� � ��� � ����
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“I’ve been asked advice from people 
who want to be DJs,” says Tim,  

“And the simplest advice I can give  
is to know your crowd, pick the  
right music, and—above all— 

be nice and have fun.”

Tim with his partner 
of almost six years, 

Bradley Tabor.
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DYLQJ�EHHQ�HGXFDWHG�LQ�WKH�ÀHOG�RI�WHDFKLQJ��ZKHQ�,�EHFDPH�D�PRWKHU��,�ZDWFKHG�
with great interest as my sons developed from babies to pre-adolescents. I ac-
companied a group of sixth graders to a “Problem Solving” event on the campus 

of Coe College in Iowa. While there and observing these six kids, I remember asking their 
coach how you would know if your child was gay. She said she had no idea. Seven years 
later, I received a letter from my son who was attending MIT in Boston. He had managed 
to get the words on paper stating that he was gay. As I sat on the edge of the bed with his 
letter in my hand, I recalled that earlier question to his teacher. What had I seen? How does 
a mother know?

One thing a mother knows is that she wants her children to grow up safe and happy. I 
was unaware of how to help make that happen for gay kids. I told my son that I wasn’t a 
SXEOLF�VSHDNHU�OLNH�-XG\�6KHSKHUG��EXW�DVNHG�KLP�LI�WKHUH�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�,�FRXOG�GR��+H�WROG�
me to check out the Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network (GLSEN) and Parents, 
Families, and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG). I began attending PFLAG, and now 
I have served six years as the treasurer, four years as president-elect and president, and 
am now beginning my two-year term as past president. My main goal was to partner with 
schools, becoming a visual presence in the communities surrounding Madison. 

One Step Forward, One Step Back… 
My favorite cartoon shows a gay couple walking down the aisle at 

their wedding, and one guest leans over to whisper to another, “I just 
love gay weddings, but the processional takes SO long, with two steps 
forward and then some back.”

This year, we’ve experienced some great steps forward with the 
UHSHDO�RI�´'RQ·W�$VN��'RQ·W�7HOOµ�DQG��IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�HYHU��D�PDMRU�
political party including marriage equality in their party platform. 
However, when PFLAG is required to cover up the words “gay” and 
“lesbian” on their banner in order to walk down the main street of a 
community 10 miles outside of Madison, we know we have work to 
do in our surrounding cities and towns.

…In Communities
Two years ago, PFLAG, in partnership 

with the Gay/Straight Alliance of Stough-
WRQ�+LJK�6FKRRO��HQWHUHG�D�ÁRDW�LQ�WKH�FRP-
munity celebration of Syttende Mai. A step 
forward. The only way our application was 
found acceptable was if we would agree to 
cover the words “gay and lesbian” on our 
banner. So, to get our foot in the door, I reluctantly agreed to do this. 
For that parade, our banner just said “Parents and Friends,” followed 
by a strip of rainbow paper. A step back.

This year, our high school students were not available to participate 
LQ�WKLV�SDUDGH�EHFDXVH�RI�FRQÁLFWLQJ�VSRUWLQJ�HYHQWV��,�NQRZ�LQ�P\�
heart, however, that this is also a way of covering the fact that many 
of them are still not comfortable in their own town as “out” individu-
als. PFLAG decided not to apply to be in the parade if the students 
could not participate. It is the Youth Parade, after all.

On Monday morning of the week of the parade, I received a call 
from the parade chair begging us to participate. A step forward. I 
explained the lack of students, but she really thought a walking entry 
would keep Stoughton moving forward. I scrambled at this late date 
to line up PFLAG members willing to march. When it is important, as 
always, eight members changed previously made plans so they could 
participate. When we arrived at the appointed parade entry, we were 
met with this same chair gasping for breath as she said, “You have not 
FRYHUHG�WKH�ZRUGV�µ�,�WROG�KHU�ZH�ZHUH�QRW�FRYHULQJ�WKHP��$�ÁXUU\�RI�
SKRQH�FDOOV�WR�WKH�HYHQW�FKDLU�FRQÀUPHG�WKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�DOORZHG�
to participate. A step back.

We stood proudly with our banner on the sidewalk among many 
young couples with children. This group was aghast at what they had 
observed and heard from the chair. They encouraged us to partici-
pate anyway. As the entries went by, I noticed one that had a banner 
proclaiming “Inclusive Dream Park,” and I gave the signal to our 
PHPEHUV�WR�MRLQ�LQ�EHKLQG�WKLV�JURXS��,�VSRNH�EULHÁ\�ZLWK�WKH�OHDGHU�
as we jumped into the parade, and assured her we would not harm her 
efforts to raise funds. In fact, this project received hundreds of dollars 
of donations from supporters of PFLAG that they otherwise would 
not have received. A step forward.

The following week, I wrote a Letter to the Editor of the Stough-
ton Hub thanking the Inclusive Dream Park group for welcoming us 
when we had been bullied out of the parade. This letter generated a 
front-page article, photos, and many weeks of Letters to the Editor. 
What will next year bring? I spoke with the new event chair, and her 
committee is planning to develop a policy on parade participation. 
We’re waiting to see what it says.

…In Places of Worship
We know we have work to do in our faith communities when an 

energetic young vice moderator of the General Assembly for the Pres-
byterian Church USA is pressured into resigning 36 hours after her 
election because she conducted ONE same-sex ceremony, in Wash-
ington, D.C., where it is legal. Rev. Tara Spuhler McCabe said that 
she was offended at the “divisive” and “poisonous” blogs and tweets 
she had received since her election, and she recognized this situation 
would get in the way of the General Assembly completing the work 
they set out to do. And so, she submitted her resignation. A step back.

 …In Schools
$QG�ÀQDOO\�� WKLV�VXPPHU��P\�VRQ��ZKR�

teaches at the University of Georgia, called 
to give me some news before it went out on 
Facebook. He had always assured me that 
as a gay man, he was quite safe as long as 
he was on a university campus, even while 
living in the south. However, on this sum-
PHU�GD\�KLV�RIÀFH�GRRU�KDG�EHHQ�YDQGDO-
ized! He had displayed a political cartoon 

VKRZLQJ�WKUHH�ÁDJ�GUDSHG�FRIÀQV��DQG�WKH�FDSWLRQ�UHDG��´:KLFK�RQH�
is the gay soldier?” The messages of hatred were clear. Someone had 
GUDZQ�DQ�DUURZ�SRLQWLQJ�IURP�WKH�FRIÀQ�WR�KLV�QDPHSODWH��

This is when a mother’s passion burns to make a difference. My 
work in PFLAG continues to energize my efforts, and after receiving 
the Ally of the Year award from OutReach this year, I am pumped full 
RI�FRQÀGHQFH��,�LQWHQG�WR�NHHS�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�WKH�/*%74�FRPPXQLW\�
so that together, we can keep taking steps forward. Q

OUR ADVOCATEScommunity
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What’s a Mother to Do?What’s a Mother to Do?
For PFLAG’s Karen Baker, OutReach Community Center’s  

2012 Ally of the Year, the answer was easy. 
For PFLAG’s Karen Baker, OutReach Community Center’s  

2012 Ally of the Year, the answer was easy. 

However, when PFLAG is required 
to cover up the words “gay” and 

“lesbian” on their banner in order 
to walk down the main street  

of a community 10 miles outside 
of Madison…

Mon. - Sat. 10am - 9pm  l  Sun. 11am - 6 pm

Some Stores, Restaurants & Sundance Cinemas, may be open additional hours. Metcalfe’s Market open 24 hours.
Corner of Midvale Boulevard at University Avenue  l  www.hilldale.com

Decorate your holidays with presents
with a presence from Hilldale!
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MADISON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
John DeMain | Music Director

John DeMain CONDUCTOR

Emily Fons MEZZO-SOPRANO    David Portillo TENOR

Madison Sym phony Chorus BEVERLY TAYLOR, DIRECTOR

Madison Youth Choirs MICHAEL ROSS, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Mt. Zion Gospel Choir LEOTHA STANLEY, DIRECTOR

NOV 30 DEC 1 2
madisonsymphony.org  | 608.258.4141 

A Madison  Symphony
Christmas

A Madison  Symphony
Christmas

SPONSORS

DEWITT ROSS & STEVENS S.C.

MAURICE AND ARLENE REESE AN ANONYMOUS FRIEND

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUT AT THE SYMPHONY
SAT JAN 19 AT 8 PM, OVERTURE HALL

AFTER-CONCERT PARTY AT fresco 
$39  Mezzanine | $55 in the Orchestra | Includes party 

madisonsymphony.org/out

September 20 | OPEN Networking Event at HotelRED

October 6 | OPEN Career Fair at the Sheraton

Wisconsin Book Festival, November 7–11, Multiple Venues The Wisconsin Book 
Festival is a free #ve-day program of public events that takes place every fall 
in downtown Madison. It hosts authors of poetry, #ction, and non-#ction for 
readers of all ages; in addition, we stage plays, o"er hands-on workshops, 
feature spoken-word performances, and more. wisconsinbookfestival.org

Winter Art Festival, November 10–11, Monona Terrace Our Winter Art Festival 
features 140 Wisconsin exhibitors with a wonderful selection of pottery, 
paintings, #ber, glass art, wood, photography, jewelry, graphics, sculpture, 
and more. In addition, on Saturday, the art festival features a very successful 
silent auction of artwork contributed by our exhibitors. artcraftwis.org 

The Cradle Will Rock, November 16–December 8, Mitchell Theatre, Vilas 
Hall This satirical glimpse into “Steeltown, USA” o"ers a biting critique of 
corruption, commerce, and humanity’s value in the face of unchecked 
capitalism—issues that continue to divide us 75 years later. utmadison.com

A Madison Symphony Christmas, November 30–December 2, Overture Center 
The annual Christmas Spectacular is just that, a stunning showcase of 
Madison talent with outstanding special guests. Carol in the lobby, sing 
along to classic Christmas favorites, and celebrate the spirit of the season 
with us! madisonsymphony.org/christmas

Fair Wisconsin Holiday Auction, December 5, The Madison Club 
This is a unique opportunity to celebrate the progress we’ve made 
together, build capacity for the year ahead, and maybe get a little 
holiday shopping done along the way! fairwisconsin.com/auction

Perfect Harmony Men’s Chorus Winter Concerts, December 8–9, 
Madison Masonic Center  This year’s theme is “All We Want for 
Christmas.”  perfectharmonychorus.org

Children’s Theater Of Madison’s A Christmas Carol, December 
14–23, Overture Center We bring this Charles Dickens classic to life 
in the elegantly adorned Capitol Theater. Our signature mainstage 
production features James Ridge of American Players Theater 
in the role of the miserly Ebenezer Scrooge. This show is rich in 
music and holiday spirit. ctmtheater.org

Advertise in Our Lives. For rates and info, contact us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COM
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community

The Holiday Stops  
November 29–December 15 
The Bartell Theater
The ladies of the North American 
Lady Organists Guild are back! They 
are touring the country, uniting their 
di"ering faiths with their love of 
song. They will share new songs and 
traditional holiday music, too.  
stageq.com

ORGANIZATIONS

AIDS Network
600 Williamson St., Madison (608) 252-6540
aidsnetwork.org

Alianza Latina
facebook.com/alianzalatinamadison

Bowling Out Loud
beckwith.matt@yahoo.com

Dairyland Cowboys & Cowgirls
dcandc.org

Fair Wisconsin
203 S. Paterson Street, Madison (608) 441-0143
fairwisconsin.com

Frontrunners/Frontwalkers
personalpages.tds.net/~tmcclurg

Gay/Straight Alliance 
for Safe Schools (GSAFE)
301 S. Bedford St., Madison (608) 661-4141
gsafewi.org

Gay Softball League
ssblmadison.com

Gay Volleyball League
madisongayvolleyball.com

Hermanos Latinos
sneal@aidsnetwork.org

Lez In Color Yahoo Group
LezInColor@yahoogroups.com 

Lez Talk Yahoo Group
leztalkmadison@yahoogroups.com

Madison Gay Hockey Association
madisongayhockey.org

Madison Minotaurs Gay Rugby
minotaursrugby.org 

New Harvest Foundation
newharvestfoundation.org

Out Professional and 
Executive Network (O.P.E.N.)
openmadison.org

OutReach Community Center
600 Williamson St., Madison (608) 255-8582
lgbtoutreach.org

PFLAG - Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays
(608) 848-2333
p!ag-madison.org

Perfect Harmony Men’s Chorus
perfectharmonychorus.org

StageQ - Madison’s Queer Theater
stageq.com

UW - Madison LGBT Campus Center
800 Langdon St., Madison (608) 265-3344
wisc.edu/lgbt

Wisconsin Rainbow Families
wirainbowfamilies.com

A representative sampling

Cultural, Social, Service, and Nightlife listings

GET LISTED To see your event on this page, be sure to post it on our community calendar ourlivesmadison.com

OPEN Networking Event 
November 15 
Edgewood College Gallery
A reception for Loose Strife: an exhibit 
of the works of Michael Velliquette & 
Quan Barry as part of the BMO Harris 
Bank Gallery Series. Reception is at 
Edgewood’s new gallery space and 
sponsored in part by OPEN.
openmadison.org

OUT @ The Ballet 
December 15 
Overture Hall
Madison Ballet’s annual production 
of the holiday classic The Nutcracker, 
features the choreography of 
Artistic Director W. Earle Smith set to 
Tchaikovsky’s famous score. Includes 
a reception and backstage tour. 
madisonballet.org/out
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save the date

January 19 | Out at the Symphony

January | AIDS Network Camp Bingo

January 31 | OPEN Annual Dinner

March | New Harvest Dinner

April | AIDS Network’s Red Ribbon A!air

May | GSAFE Celebration of Leadership

June | Milwaukee PrideFest

June | OPEN Betty Lou Cruise

June | FruitFest

August | ACT 11: Wisconsin AIDS Ride

August | Wisconsin Capitol Pride

OUR SPONSORED EVENTS

Come out and watch our games

Sunday nights at Hartmeyer Ice Arena.

madisongayhockey.org
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Special 
Intro Rate

�Open your line by December 31

�Rate Held for One Year from Opening Date

�Then Rate Returns to Original Rate

*The introductory rate of 1.99% APR valid for home equity lines of credit closed between 10/15/12-12/31/12 and is valid for homeowners with up to 70% loan-to-value (LTV). Intro rate is 2.99% APR for up to 80% 
LTV and 3.99% for 90% LTV. APR will be !xed at the introductory rate during the 12-month introductory period. No annual fees. Offer is subject to normal credit quali!cations. Rates are subject to change but cannot 
exceed 18%. Property insurance is required. Some restrictions may apply. The minimum loan amount is $5,000. A one-time charge of $149 applies to newly booked HELOCs due at closing. Appraisal costs range from 
$300 to $600 depending on the loan amount. After the twelve-month introductory period, the rate is indexed to The Wall Street Journal Prime. APR is subject to change monthly but cannot exceed 18%. The APR 
will never fall below 3.99% for HELOC 70%, 4.49% for HELOC 80%, 4.99% for HELOC 90% or 7.99% for HELOC 100%. During the introductory and 5-year draw periods, the minimum monthly payment for HELOC 
70%, HELOC 80% and HELOC 90% will be (a) $50 or (b) the accrued interest on the outstanding balance under the agreement as of the close of the billing cycle, whichever is greater. The minimum monthly 
payment for HELOC 100% will be (a) $100 or (b) 1.5% of the outstanding balance, whichever is greater. However, if you exceed the maximum principal loan balance allowed under your agreement, you will 
also be required to pay an amount suf!cient to reduce your principal loan balance to the maximum principal loan balance allowed under the agreement. Balances of less than $100.00 must be paid in full. Late 
payment fee: $10 or 5% of your monthly payment, whichever is less.

1.99% APR*

  Variable Rate Line of Credit

Intro

Learn more and apply at uwcu.org.

RATES AS LOW AS

OUR SPONSORED EVENTSOUR SPONSORED EVENTS
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community
September 14 | OutReach 20th Annual Awards Banquet

October 13 | Chad Michaels at Plan B

October 14 | 6th Annual GSAFE Walk/Run/Eat



22 NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2012 23NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2012

608.577.4277
www.quigleydecks.com
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Quality Materials + Quality 

Craftsmanship = Lasting Beauty

You’re invited to

Wednesday, December 5, 2012

Holiday Auction

5:30PM - 8:00PM

The Madison Club
at

$50

Sponsorship Levels

  $125 (2 tickets) / $250 (4 tickets) / $500 (6 tickets) / $1,000 (10 tickets)   

Individual Tickets

fairwisconsin.com/auction

For more details or to RSPV online, visit

»Z

More Resources for Four-legged “Kids”
BAD DOG FRIDA
CARMEN ALCALDE AND SUE HUNTER, CO-OWNERS 

More and more people have a need/
desire for a sense of community in their life, 
and this includes with their animals. Many 

people want more than a store. They want a pleasant shop-
ping experience and knowledgeable sta! that can help answer 
questions, remedy problems, or help to keep their pets generally 
healthy, happy, comfortable, and even educated—yes, educated! 
People want to share more experiences with their animal com-
panions. We notice an increasing number of people who want 
to talk about their experiences, #nd resources, and be smart 
consumers. Animal companions are a part of people’s families, 
and therefore they want the same kind of support, information, 
and resources that they want and need for their human family 
members. No longer is it unusual to have people considering 
hospice care for pets, behavioral consultation recommendations, 
acupuncture, massage, or chiropractic care for their dog or cat.

WHAT’S TRENDING
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ur daughter, Maria, was born on December 29, 2002, in a 
maternity hospital in Yaroslavl, Russia—it was our 21st an-
niversary. We took it as a sign that this precious little girl 
born halfway around the world was meant for us.

The journey that brought Maria to us was a long, challenging, and 
joyful one. Our family, now complete, began when we fell in love dur-
ing the equal rights amendment campaign in Oklahoma in 1981. We 
KDG�ERWK�EHHQ�KLUHG�WR�ZRUN�DV�ÀHOG�RUJDQL]HUV�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�2UJD-
nization for Women. Margaret was from Iowa and had been working 
in California, and Denise was from Wisconsin. After the campaign 
ended, we moved to Madison to start our new life together. We had 
ZDQWHG�D�FKLOG�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH�DQG�ZRQGHUHG�LI�ZH�VKRXOG�WU\�DUWLÀFLDO�
insemination with a known donor. But none of the potential donors 
seemed right, and we were concerned about potential legal issues.

We decided to adopt and began the process hoping to bring home 
a baby girl from China. At the time, many lesbians and single women 
had successfully adopted children from China. After a lengthy effort, 
our hopes were dashed when the Chinese government began placing 
limits on the number of single-parent adoptions. We couldn’t openly 
adopt as a couple. We were devastated.

Then some friends recommended we talk to a lesbian couple they 
knew who had adopted two girls from Russia. We met them and heard 
about their experiences working with an international adoption agen-
cy that respected their relationship. We decided to try again and began 
a second application process to adopt a baby girl from Russia.

$JDLQ��ZH�KDG�WR�UHPDLQ�LQ�WKH�FORVHW�WR�DOO�5XVVLDQ�RIÀFLDOV��RQO\�
our American adoption agency and the Wisconsin social worker who 
conducted our home study knew of our relationship. International 
adoption was and still is a lengthy and costly process. We began again 
to compile and complete the numerous documents required by the 
Russian authorities.

Months later, our American adoption agency contact passed away. 
She was a wonderful, compassionate woman who promised to “take 
us under her wing” when she heard about our struggles. The sad news 
of her death devastated us, and we wondered what it meant for us. 
Would this sad news delay, defer, or end our dreams of being parents?

More time passed. We called our adoption agency to see if a refer-
ral for our baby girl would be coming soon. Agency staffers told us to 
be patient. We were anything but patient! Finally, around Memorial 
'D\�LQ�������ZH�UHFHLYHG�D�YLGHRWDSH�RI�RXU�EDE\�JLUO��6KH�ZDV�ÀYH�
months old, healthy, and beautiful, with big brown eyes and a winning 
smile. We cried when we saw the tape. She was so beautiful, and she 
was our daughter.

We couldn’t decide on a name for our baby. The videotape was la-
beled “Maria from Yaroslavl.” She was named by the social worker at 
the hospital. We loved her name and we decided it would be a wonder-
ful connection to her hometown in Russia that she could carry forever. 
,W� DOVR�KRQRUHG� WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�FDUHG� IRU�0DULD�GXULQJ�ÀUVW� WKH� VL[�
months of her life.

We went to Russia twice within a month in the summer of 2003; 
WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH�WR�VHH�RXU�QHZ�EDE\�JLUO�DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�WLPH�WR�JR�WR�

cover
Families
Many families in the LGBTQ community are made up of two humans 
and their four-legged “children.” We have asked service providers in 
the world of pet ownership as well as human families to weigh in on 
what they are seeing in their industries these days. The pet service 
providers are seeing much more broad and deep regard for pets. 
Tax preparers, attorneys, and therapists are glad to see more out 
LGBTQ clients and are more prepared then ever to serve their needs.

A team of experienced lawyers committed 
to the rights of the LGBT Community.

131 West Wilson St., Madison, WI 53703

608-259-8702  b-rlaw.com

Denise Matyka and Margaret McMurray found their  
dream come true in the form of a little girl named Maria.

from russiaWith Love

Several other parents with us said they  
had been grilled by Russian authorities about 

being suitable parents, but they didn’t ask  
Denise one question. They just looked at her  

and smiled as she cried tears of joy.

o

!FAMILIES"
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Healthy Families, Healthy Citizens
CHILD & FAMILY PSYCHOLOGICAL 
SERVICES CLINIC 
DENNIS CHRISTOFFERSEN, PSY.D., LCSW, CSAC
NIRA SCHERZ-BUSCH, DIRECTOR/OWNER

We believe the promotion and 
empowerment of human rights, mental health, and educational 
and vocational goals makes a healthy society. In Israel, there is 
a clinic devoted solely to the treatment and wellbeing of LGBTQ 
people and their families. We are proud to contribute our over 31 
years of expertise and experience to the cohesion and strength 
of the LGBTQ community and its supporters here in Madison and 
dream of one day opening such a clinic here.

Contracts, Court Orders, & Legislative Change
THE LAW CENTER FOR CHILDREN & FAMILIES
EMILY DUDAK TAYLOR, ATTORNEY 

In Wisconsin, laws a!ecting LGBTQ couples, 
families, and children seem to be regressing. At the 
same time, they are progressing around the country 

and at the federal level. More states have achieved marriage and 
adoption equality. More states have passed assisted reproduc-
tive technology (ART) and parentage laws making ART more 
available to all families. ART is also becoming more a!ordable, 
which allows for some very cool paths to parenthood, such as 
surrogacy for gay males and co-maternity (her egg, my uterus) 
for lesbians. In addition, there are several signi#cant LGBTQ cases 
waiting for review by the U. S. Supreme Court: one challenges the 
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FRXUW�WR�ÀQDOL]H�WKH�SURFHHGLQJV��7KLV�ZDV�DQ�H[FLWLQJ�DQG�VWUHVVIXO�
time—we had less than 30 days to prepare to bring a baby home, and 
we had no experience as parents. We bought a book about baby care 
that provided simple, step-by-step instructions for changing a diaper, 
warming a bottle, preparing a bath, etc.

When we arrived in Russia, we met our English-speaking guide at 
WKH�DLUSRUW��6KH�GURYH�XV�WR�RXU�ÀUVW�VWRS��D�QLFH�5DGLVVRQ�KRWHO�RYHU-
looking the Moscow River. We were not alone at the hotel, as four 
other couples from Alabama, Texas, and Ohio were in Moscow too, 
hoping to adopt new sons and daughters. Two of the couples had previ-
ously adopted children from Russia, so we leaned on them for advice. 

We caravanned from Moscow to Yaroslavl with our translators and 
drivers, all of whom were friendly and eager to help us. Our primary 
translator shared stories of the food shortages her family experienced 
in the early 1990s when the Soviet Union collapsed. She had to stand 
in line for bread for three hours each day and was so anxious about 
the declining political situation that she sent her three young children 
to the country to live with her mother. As we drove across the coun-
tryside, she told us about her 18-year-old son who was old enough to 
either go into the army or into the university—she worried she did not 
have enough money to bribe someone to keep him out of the army.

The Russian countryside reminded us of northern Wisconsin—
beautiful evergreens and birch trees. Yaroslavl, Maria’s birthplace, 
was a bustling big city the size of Milwaukee. It housed a Russian 
PLOLWDU\�DFDGHP\�DQG�D�WHUULÀF�KRFNH\�WHDP��DV�ZHOO�DV�D�0F'RQDOGV�
and a cyber café. It had been an important stop on the Volga River 
during the Middle Ages and was still a tourist destination for cruise 
ships traveling to Moscow. Many of the Russian orthodox churches in 
the city survived the Stalin era intact.

We climbed to the top of a bell tower in an old monastery and 
looked out over a beautiful cityscape of dozens of brightly painted 
onion domes decorating the churches. Nine years ago, tourism was 

still struggling to gain a foothold in this part of Russia. Our hotel was 
considered modern and upscale. However, it still housed a woman on 
HDFK�ÁRRU�ZKRVH�SULPDU\�SXUSRVH�VHHPHG�WR�EH�WUDFNLQJ�RXU�FRPLQJV�
and goings. This practice was a remnant of a bygone era when every-
one spied on everyone else.
:H�ÀQDOO\�JRW� WR� VHH�DQG�KROG�0DULD�DW� WKH� ORFDO�PDWHUQLW\�KRV-

pital. We met her social worker and the doctor who supervised the 
PHGLFDO�FDUH�IRU�WKH�QHZ�EDELHV��:H�KHOG�KHU�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�WLPH��6HYHUDO�
other parents with us said they had been grilled by Russian authorities 
about being suitable parents, but they didn’t ask Denise one question. 
They just looked at her and smiled as she cried tears of joy.
0DULD�KDG�OLYHG�DW�WKH�KRVSLWDO�IRU�WKH�ÀUVW�VL[�PRQWKV�RI�KHU�OLIH��

She lived in a room with a caretaker and three other babies. As a six-
month-old, she was too young to transition to an orphanage.
$IWHU�'HQLVH�ZHQW�WR�FRXUW�WR�ÀQDOL]H�WKH�DGRSWLRQ��0DUJDUHW�FRXOG�

not participate, as we were closeted to the authorities), we returned to 
the hospital. The social worker fussed over Maria as we were dress-
ing her to leave the hospital, admonishing us to put socks on her even 
though it was hot outside. The pediatrician who cared for Maria car-
ULHG� KHU� GRZQ� VHYHUDO� ÁLJKWV� RI� VWDLUV� EHIRUH� VKH� KDQGHG�0DULD� WR�
Denise at the door to the van taking us back to Moscow. She touched 
Maria’s head, and the interpreter told us she said, “Have a good life.” 
She had tears in her eyes. So did we.

Back in Moscow, Maria’s feet never touched the ground. We spent 
KRXUV�MXVW�ORRNLQJ�DW�KHU��:H�ZRNH�XS�WKH�ÀUVW�PRUQLQJ�WR�VHH�0DULD�
staring at us from her crib. We were getting to know one another. 
0RVFRZ�LV�VR�IDU�QRUWK��WKH�VXQ�VKLQHV�XQWLO�QHDUO\����S�P��LQ�-XO\��:H�
spent several magical nights gathered by the huge fountains in front 
of our hotel, watching local families and their children splash in the 
water and holding our precious daughter.

WHAT’S TRENDING

This was an exciting and stressful time— 
we had less than 30 days to prepare to  

bring a baby home, and we had no experience  
as parents.

Higher Levels of Pet Care and Treatment
DEER#GROVE VET
DR. STEVE FRAME, OWNER 

I think we are moving into a time when we as indi-
viduals will own fewer pets, but be willing to provide 
them with a much higher level of care. I think pet 

owners are becoming more and more aware of how important 
“quality of life” is for their pet. The veterinary community con-
tinues to increase awareness of how a pet’s quality of life su!ers 
from the long-term e!ects of pain or obesity and how much we 
can do to help them. Every pet deserves to be as comfortable 
as possible. I see the veterinary community continuing to strive 
to attain this goal. The advances in pain relief, diagnostics, and 
dental care continue to grow at an amazing rate. The advances in 
anesthetic safety and monitoring are just as incredible. 

Legal Decisions Favoring LGBTQ Families
DEWITT ROSS & STEVENS S.C.
MICHELE L. PERREAULT, PARTNER

In the next year, we will see potentially historic le-
gal decisions regarding LGBTQ families on a national 
level and will continue to #ght for protections for our 

families on a state and local level. The U.S. Supreme Court is likely 
to hear at least one of several major cases a!ecting our families. 
Four cases challenging the Defense of Marriage Act have made 
their way up the court system and could be heard by the Supreme 
Court in the coming year. In each of those cases, lower courts 
found DOMA unconstitutional. If the Supreme Court agrees, then 
thousands of legally married families and children will have equal 
federal protection immediately, and it could sound the end of 
constitutional and legal discrimination elsewhere, including here.  

Statewide we continue to face signi#cant legal challenges to 
establish basic legal protections for our families. The domestic 
partnership registry is under legal attack by the same people 
who assured Wisconsin voters it would be legal. I believe the reg-
istry will be upheld and we will continue to have at least minimal 
protections. Registering is not enough, however, and we must 
ensure that our families are protected through additional means, 
such as guardianships, wills, and powers of attorney.

Reaching Across Generations
MADISON CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
CEDRIC A. JOHNSON, ANNUAL GIVING COORDINATOR

Ever since our grand re-opening in August of 
2010, Madison Children’s Museum has continued to 
expand our programming and community reach, 

bringing in dozens of community partners to engage children 
with hands-on explorations of everything from classical music to 
composting. The overarching goal is to become “the museum that 
no one outgrows,” and we have added new program collabora-
tions for teens and adults to this end. A partnership with Madison 
Metropolitan School District’s SAPAR Program (School-Age 
Parent Program) provides weekly museum visits and parent-
ing programs for the district’s teen parents and their children. 
MCM’s popular “Adult Swim” events continue to draw the 21 and 
up crowd to the museum for unique programs on topics from 
science to #lm to Steampunk; and our new “Seniors Night” event 
and SPARK workshops for elders with memory loss provide older 
adults in our community with opportunities to be kids again, too. 
So we’re more than just a place to play, we’re an essential commu-
nity resource where every family can learn and grow together.

WHAT’S TRENDING !FAMILIES" !FAMILIES"
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:H�FDPH�KRPH�ZLWK�RXU�QHZ�EDE\� LQ� -XO\������ WR�D�ZRQGHUIXO�
welcome. Many friends met us at the airport with balloons and gifts, 
as they couldn’t wait to see our little girl. 

Since that time, everyone in Madison has been wonderful to our 
family. Our fabulous neighbors on Sidney Street, the teachers at the 
Big Oak daycare center and at Lapham and Marquette Elementary 
Schools have been completely supportive of Maria and us. We know 
we are lucky to live in a city where lesbian moms and their children 
enjoy widespread acceptance.

We have one more story to share about our family during this 
political season. We were visiting Maria’s grandparents in Iowa for 
Father’s Day in 2007. A young senator, Barack Obama, was cam-
paigning for president in the local park. He posed for a picture hold-
ing Maria in his arms. Six months later, we were again visiting Ma-
ria’s grandparents when Obama spoke to a huge crowd just before 
the Iowa primary. He autographed Maria’s photo with him with these 
words: “Dream Big Dreams.”

Later this year, we will cel-
ebrate our 31st anniversary 
and Maria will turn 10. We 
can’t wait to see what the fu-
ture holds for our bright and 
beautiful daughter. Even 
though we became parents 
in our late 40s, we still feel 
young as Maria and her 
neighborhood friends run 
through the house singing 
and laughing. As Presi-
dent Obama said, we hope 
Maria dreams big dreams. 
We know she is our dream 
come true. Q

federal component of the Defense of Marriage Act and another 
challenges marriage ban amendments to state constitutions (“the 
Prop 8 case”). Here in Wisconsin, we seem to be regressing.  To be 
frank, it is a bit depressing to attend all the annual conferences 
for LGBTQ lawyers and listen to the attorneys from Washington 
and California complain about the complexities of joint state 
tax returns. I’m happy for the families in those states, but also 
envious. With the Walker administration, the protests, the battles 
in our Supreme Court, and a string of “bad bio mom” cases, our 
clients are disheartened and forced to become paranoid. More 
families are willing to complete preemptive planning, like Co-
Parenting Agreements and Cohabitation Agreements. More 
parents want court orders for the non-legal parent. After watch-
ing all of this unfold, I have come to a conclusion: we cannot 
rely on one branch of government to change things. We need 
legislative change. We need to vote, and then push for legislative 
change. Push for simple stepparent adoption. Push for a parent-
age statute in ART cases. Push for simple paternity-like maternity 
procedures. Push for the repeal of our marriage ban amendment 
and our sickening criminal marriage evasion law.

Donor Egg Banks
GENERATIONS FERTILITY CARE
CHRISTINA BROADWELL, MD, OB-GYN

In recent years, methods of cryopreserving 
(otherwise referred to as ‘freezing’) human embryos 
and eggs have advanced to become a more e!ective 

means of assisting individuals and couples in building fami-
lies. Recently, much like donor sperm banks, 

WHAT’S TRENDING

“Thanks for the great work on our bathroom.  
It looks fabulous and we’re very pleased!”

Mark Pocan

&XUW�'LPPLJ���������������
ZZZ�WLPH�UHPRGHO�FRP

�� $ZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�GHVLJQHU�ZLWK�����\HDUV�RI�H[SHULHQFH
�� 2QH�VWRS�UHPRGHOLQJ�VKRS�IURP�FRQFHSW�WR�FRPSOHWLRQ
�� .LWFKHQV��EDWKV��DGGLWLRQV��DQG�EDVHPHQWV
�� ([FHSWLRQDO�FXVWRPHU�VHUYLFH

7LPH���5HPRGHO
Looks like it’s…

OOF

Even though we became parents in our late 
40s, we still feel young as Maria and her 

neighborhood friends run through the house 
singing and laughing.

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 40)

!FAMILIES"
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member profile

name:

Rhonda Lanford

title:

Shareholder

employer:

Habush Habush & 
Rottier S.C.

Rhonda Lanford is proud to be one of the 
newest board members of OPEN. She is a 
shareholder at Habush Habush & Rottier 
S.C., and has been representing injured 
people and their families in Wisconsin 
circuit courts for over 16 years. 
Rhonda has been active in the LGBT 
community for many years, and she is 
currently a candidate for Dane County 
Circuit Court Judge Branch 16, with an 
upcoming election on April 2, 2013.

open’s Vision anD mission

Our vision is a vibrant community 
ZKHUH�/*%74�OHDGHUV�DUH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�
catalyst for strengthening the 
economy of the capital region.

Our mission is to connect and create 
LGBTQ leaders in the capital region.

We do this through:

� Professional development
� Corporate & community outreach
� Networking
� Mentoring programs

NoveMbeR 15 - 5:30 - 7:30

Networking & Art at 
edgewood’s NeW visual 
& Theatre Arts Center

jANuARy 31, 2013

oPeN’s Annual Dinner 
at Union South. Keynote by 

Craig Samitt, President & CEO 
of Dean Health System

openmadison.org

Glimpse the inner spirit of GSAFE 2012 Educator of the Year  
Abra Bankendorf Vigna to understand how she helps  

LGBTQ teens find their balance and embrace their strengths  
as group facilitator of Teens Like Us.

feature

Photographed by Roberto Amezcua

I believe in the power of our stories. 

believe that our stories of how and why structure our experiences of the world. Moreover, I 
believe that we each possess limitless power over our stories and thus our experiences of the 
world. If your story of how the world works and your place in it does not leave you excited to 
be a part of the world, then that story does not serve you. In that case, you owe it to yourself 

to explore alternative versions of the story of “why,” and to be open to revisions until you have a 
story that fills you with comfort, hope, wonder, and gratitude.

i

I believethisthis
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Restorative Approaches to Discipline
GSA FOR SAFE SCHOOLS $GSAFE%
BRIAN J., DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS

Oftentimes when we think about stopping the 
harassment of LGBTQ youth in schools, people jump 
to harsher discipline and zero-tolerance policies as a 

“solution.” However, zero-tolerance policies are having negative 
e!ects on LGBTQ youth and youth of color. When schools don’t 
e!ectively address harassment and violence directed at LGBTQ 
youth, targeted students can feel left with no other option but 
to resort to violence to protect themselves—and then face 
punishment. This leads to many LGBTQ youth and youth of color 
being pushed out of schools and fails to address the root of the 
problem. GSAFE would like to see schools adopt more restorative 
approaches to discipline. Additionally, we need “gender identity 
and expression” added to Wisconsin’s Pupil Non-Discrimination 
Law. Our most frequent call is from parents or educators wonder-
ing how to create inclusive and safe schools for young trans-
gender or gender non-conforming students. We want to see the 
passage of laws and the development of procedures to guide 

40

At around age 13, most brains begin developing the capacities for 
perspective-taking and life-story-writing that are considered hallmarks of 
adult functioning. The dawning of these developments is overwhelming. 
3HRSOH�VWUXJJOH�VLJQLÀFDQWO\�ZLWK�WKH�HQRUPRXV�WDVN�RI�ZULWLQJ�D�QHZ�VWR-
ry and/or adapting the ones they are given—if and when they have access 
WR�VXIÀFLHQW� UHVRXUFHV�SULYLOHJHV� WKDW�DOORZ�WKHP�WR�FRQWHQG�ZLWK� WKHVH�
new capacities rather than remain absorbed with issues of basic survival.

It is both a privilege and an honor to be in a position to support and aid 
young people as they begin the hard work of engaging with their stories. 
Sometimes our stories are awesome, but more often, and particularly for 
LGBTQ youth, our stories are painful. I believe that many, if not most, of 
us try our best not to tell a story of shameful certainty that there is some-
WKLQJ� LQKHUHQWO\�ÁDZHG� LQVLGH�RI�XV��6RPHWLPHV� WKH�VKDPHIXO� VWRU\OLQH�
LQYROYHV�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�ZH�DUH�SHUPDQHQWO\�GDPDJHG�E\�RXU�VSHFLÀF�WUDX-
mas. Sometimes it is an unshakable and unbearable conviction that we 
are simply not enough: not good enough, not smart enough, not talented 
enough, not attractive enough, etc. 

Contrary to this commonly reinforced story, I believe that we are each 
VXIÀFLHQW�XQWR�RXU�RZQ�MR\��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��,�EHOLHYH�ZH�DUH�HDFK�HQRXJK��

However, our consumer- and hierarchy-based power structures are re-
liant upon a populace that accepts and perpetuates stories of its own inad-
equacies, and one of the main stories that we use to police ourselves and 
others is about how we fall short of allegedly biologically and therefore 
divinely essentialized ideals of manhood and womanhood (and that those 
are the only possibilities). 
7KH�YDULRXV�FRQWH[W�VSHFLÀF�GHWDLOV�RI�RQH�DQRWKHU·V�LQDGHTXDF\�FUHDWH�

much despair within and denigration among those who balk at the very 
heart of gender norms: members of the LGBTQ community. I believe 
that, whatever your community, the less you conform to your communi-
ty’s expectations of what it means to be a man or a woman, the more your 
very existence calls into question the truth as your community tells it.

I believe that within most communities is a strong, pervasive, and very 
well-guarded story that to be feminine is to be weak, and that this is un-
desirable. This story is delimiting and destructive to all people, not just 
WR�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�HLWKHU�GRPLQDQWO\�IHPLQLQH�LGHQWLÀHG�RU�H[SUHVVLYH��$O-

though the queer community resists owning this, I believe that such dis-
dain for the feminine is a story that serves as a palpable organizing prin-
ciple that structures power and possibility within this community as well. 

Further, I believe that we oppress one another with stories of different 
identities’ inherent limitations and inadequacies. These stories keep us 
caged and afraid and ultimately maintain the status quo of power differ-
HQWLDOV�WKDW�DUH�VWUDWLÀHG�E\�FDWHJRULHV�RI�UDFH�DQG�FODVV��7KLV�GRPLQDWLRQ�
based certainty that only the people who possess the desirable charac-
teristics can or should have access to resources (such as power) is the 
cause of much individual suffering. These dynamics silently fragment our 
relationships with ourselves, and therefore each other. However, I believe 
that by changing the self, we produce change in the world.

I believe that it is wholly possible to integrate all parts of the self, and 
by proxy, to transform and transcend many experiences of suffering (at 
least for periods of time). In this pursuit, I believe in the healing power of: 
releasing judgment for the self and others, practicing gratitude and limit-

donor egg banks have been established to improve access and 
minimize unexpected events that can occur with fresh egg 
donation as part of a synchronized egg donation cycle. We look 
forward to assisting couples and individuals interested in this 
exciting new technology in the near future.  

Alternative & Preventive Care for Pets
RUFUS DUMONDE
LAURA ANDERSON

The role of pets in our lives has changed since the 
days of our parents and grandparents. Dogs and cats 
have become more than simply pets. They’ve be-

come family. Alternative and preventive healthcare are becoming 
the choice of healthcare not only for people themselves, but also 
for their pets. Grooming has proven to be good for a pet’s health. 
Regular visits can assure that your pet’s coat stays clean and mat-
free. Also, your groomers pay close attention to your pet’s skin 
and fur and will point out anything worrisome that may suggest a 
trip to the veterinarian. A trip to the grooming salon has become 
an integral part of a healthful routine. The grooming tools and 
equipment are safer than ever, and there is a greater impetus to 
make your pet’s visit a stress-free and even fun experience.

More Same-Sex Couples as Clients
WEGNER CPAS
MIKE SCHOLZ, CPA, MST, TAX DIRECTOR

CPAs and tax consultants have seen an increase in 
same-sex couples demanding tax preparation and 
consulting expertise. The current federal tax system 

provides certain tax advantages skewed in favor of traditional 
family households that are not available to same-sex couples and 
their families. Until the current de#nition of joint #lers is expand-
ed to include same-sex or other non-traditional unions, taxpayers 
should review existing tax return strategies that take advantage 
of the nuances in the tax laws. For instance, understanding which 
parent in a same-sex household may claim deductions and tax 
credits (child credit or adoption credits) can generate signi#cant 
savings. Looking forward in the next #ve years, we expect same-
sex couples and LGBTQ people to #nally enjoy favorable equita-
ble tax and property law changes that will impact the disposition 
of retirement assets and property ownership as federal and state 
laws are updated to recognize the needs of all citizens.

People of Faith Advocating for LGBTQ people
PFLAG
KAY HEGGESTAD, M.D., NATIONAL BOARD MEMBER, VOLUNTEER 
REGIONAL DIRECTOR, THE MADISON CHAPTER PAST PRESIDENT

I’ve been a member of Parents, Families and 
Friends of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) for lots of 

years. Our 40-year-old organization has done some really special 
things in the past but they topped themselves this summer with 
the Straight for Equality in Faith Communities program. This 
program reaches out to the LGBTQ and straight church-going 
populations to enlist their help in changing attitudes towards 
LGBTQ youth and families. People want to be helpful, but they 
don’t know how, and they are frequently not sure if their help 
is even wanted. The program tells them they are very wanted 
and needed, then gives them the tools to go to their clergy and 
lay leaders and help them on their journey to create welcoming 
and a%rming places of worship—and eventually lead them into 
advocacy. The starter booklet and other materials may be viewed 
and downloaded from www.straightforequality.org/faith.

less curiosity in place of judgment, focusing on the breath and the present 
moment, and holding space for the entirety of each other’s experiences.

I believe in holding space for one another. 

Holding space for one another can take many forms. Sometimes it 
looks like listening with openness and acceptance for what the other has 
to say. Sometimes it looks like giving the topics to which we commonly 
assign shame a place of honor and therefore value and relevance in our 
daily lives. Topics like sex, sexual violence, gender identity, sexuality, 
and coping mechanisms punctuate transformative moments in almost ev-
eryone’s life, and there are too few venues that welcome these topics in 
QRUPDOL]LQJ��LQFOXVLYH��RU�OLIH�DIÀUPLQJ�ZD\V�

I believe that celebrating expressions of unfettered and unabashed silli-
ness, joy, or grief is a profoundly transformative act. Recognizing and ac-
FHSWLQJ�RQH·V�RZQ�IDOOLELOLWLHV�LQ�ÀQGLQJ�FRPPRQ�KXPDQLW\�LQ�WKRVH�\RX�
enjoy the least and in extending compassion in every direction, but to the 
VHOI�ÀUVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW��DUH�SUDFWLFHV�WKDW�RIIHU�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�IRU�FUHDWLQJ�
a more nourishing experience in the world. 

I believe that every person needs at least one individual in their life 
story (preferably many people) who they believe sees them as they are 
and nonetheless holds them in unconditional positive regard*, and the 
best person for this job is yourself.

I believe the simple act of bearing witness to each other’s lives 
without rejection is the core function of family. 

If it is not part of your story to have this need met by members of your 
IDPLO\�RI�RULJLQ��\RX�ZLOO�EH�SURYLGHG�ZLWK�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�ÀQG�LW�HOVH-
ZKHUH��<RXWK�JURXSV�DUH�RQH�SRVVLEOH�SODFH�WR�VHHN�DQG�ÀQG�FRPPXQLW\�
DQG�RU�FKRVHQ�IDPLO\�WR�IXOÀOO�WKLV�IXQFWLRQ��DQG�WR�OHDUQ�KRZ�WR�SURYLGH�
this sort of unconditional positive regard for yourself. At the end of the 

WHAT’S TRENDING !FAMILIES" WHAT’S TRENDING!YOUTH"

Diverse and Resilient Youth 
Services serves as a catalyst to 
help LGBT youth groups get started 
and continue to thrive by providing 
subcontracts to program partners, 
consultations, and leadership 
training and coaching. We 
promote health and prevent risks 
through several innovative 
programs and initiatives.

Diverse and Resilient is com-
mitted to the healthy development 
of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender people in Wisconsin. 
We envision a state where we 
thrive & live satisfying lives.

Diverse and Resilient, Inc. 
2439 N. Holton St., Milwaukee, WI 53212 | 414.390.0444

Follow us:
/dresilient

/dresilient

diverseandresilient.org

Supporting young people is an inherently 
challenging—and often frustrating—endeavor, 

which means it is also work that is brimming  
with immense possibility for healing, inspiration, 

and growth for everyone involved.

Youth
LGBTQ youth and their families are fortunate these days to have 
access to a much broader range of support, resources, and services. 
More and more, organizations and institutions are specializing in 
serving LGBTQ clients, rather than having services to our commu-
nity be an afterthought.
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ARE YOU WITH US?
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United Way’s Housing First 

strategy stabilizes twice as many 
families as the traditional shelter 
system - at half the cost.

Dion and Jasmine

Madison

1,055 Dane County children don’t know 

where they’ll sleep tonight

There’s work to be done.

Dentalmart

www.smartdentalmadison.com 
2317 International Ln, Suite 101

 Madison, WI 53704

608-241-8782

Tamim Sifri, DDS

Take a smart step towards a healthier smile!  

Proudly serving Madison for 5 years!
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how to better include all LGBTQ youth and families. For example, 
a work group from schools that have taken leading roles with 
supportive policies and procedures is meeting this winter to 
discuss to how to share these policies more broadly throughout 
the country. Districts are also expanding curriculum to prevent 
gender bullying and discrimination at all age levels. Sta! are be-
ing trained to respond to gendered bullying in a way that stops 
the negative behavior but also increases our youths’ understand-
ing of why this is important, rather than simply punishing and 
excluding students who bully.

All these e!orts should provide much greater inclusion, sup-
port, and safety for all students and their families.

Flexible Learning Formats
MADISON COLLEGE
BERNIE HOES, CHAIR–ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

As the economy rebounds, now is the time to re-
tool, and in some cases, rebuild your professional cre-
dentials for a changing workplace. At Madison Col-

lege, displaced and dislocated workers, returning adults, recent 
college grads, and veterans are taking advantage of courses of-
fered in an accelerated (six-week classes) format or taking courses 
completely online. Currently, learners are pursuing accelerated 
degrees and certi#cates in #elds such as business management, 
marketing, and human resources, to name a few. Online learners 
are pursuing coursework in areas such as supervisory manage-
ment, business software, and administrative professional. These 
"exible learning options provide you the opportunity to pursue a 
career change while balancing other day-to-day responsibilities.

42

day, it is because of a desire to provide access to such connection that 
I have remained in the realm of youth work for as long as I have (nine 
years and counting). Supporting young people is an inherently challeng-
ing—and often frustrating—endeavor, which means it is also work that is 
brimming with immense possibility for healing, inspiration, and growth 
for everyone involved. 

Working with young people means working with their life story in its 
current draft. It is a labor of infusing that life-story writing and revis-
ing with fearlessness, hope, determination, celebration, and humility. 
Although the role of the youth worker alternates among that of educa-
tor, coach, cheerleader, mentor, crisis worker, or babysitter, it is always 
ultimately that of possible life story role model. 

I believe that my greatest impact on the lives of the youth I 
have served will be found not in the resonance of my words, 
but in the sharing of my life story. 

My biggest impact will be in sharing a draft of my life story that in-
tegrates experiences of violence, hatred, and despair with experiences of 
forgiveness, generosity, and delight. My story and how I tell it in my 
movements through the world subvert the idea that people who strongly 
embody feminine energy are vapid, vain, uncritical, naïve, or powerless. I 
believe that through sharing the process of writing and revising my many 
VWRULHV� LQ�DQ�RSHQ�DQG�UHÁHFWLYH�PDQQHU�� ,�DP�YDOLGDWLQJ�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�
GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�VWUHQJWK�
,�EHOLHYH�WKHUH�LV�QR�ÀQDO�GUDIW��QR�FHUWDLQW\��DQG�QR�RQH�WUXWK�WR�XQFRYHU��

I believe the quest to uncover the self has no end, because we are ever-
changing and always true. Plotting your life course is not necessarily a 
SURFHVV�RI�IROORZLQJ�D�PDS�RU�D�VSHFLÀF�SDWK��5DWKHU��ZH�DUH�OLNH�FRPHWV��
ever streaming forward, pulled in one direction and then another by the 
JUDYLW\�RI�RWKHU�FHOHVWLDO�ERGLHV�ZH�ÀQG�RXUVHOYHV�GUDZQ�WR�RQ�RXU�MRXUQH\��

More and more, I believe that the point of life is to revel in your own 
creation. I believe that we create our experiences of our lives through 
our stories and that when we feel free to self-determine, we feel the most 
FDSDEOH��VDWLVÀHG��DQG�HQFKDQWHG�ZLWK�OLIH�LWVHOI�

I believe that the draft we choose to share with the world at any given 
time is our offering, and that that this offering is at best a mirror of what 
we each are capable of. Or, at least, that is my story, and I am sticking to 
it (pending my next revision, that is).

* Note: Unconditional positive regard is not a state of boundarylessness 
or unaccountability. Rather, unconditional positive regard is the sentiment 
that no matter what you do or say to me or to the world, I believe you 
are deserving of love and connection. It means supporting one another 
when we make decisions others cannot fathom, trusting that others know 
what pain they need to cause themselves on their journey, and most of 
all, holding on to your kindness if and when it is necessary to dissolve or 
reformulate a relationship. HOWEVER, unconditional positive regard is 
not relevant in life-threatening situations/relationships. When someone’s 
behavior threatens someone else’s existence, this is called a crisis situa-
tion, and a totally different set of behaviors and responses to one another 
are appropriate in situations of survival. 

About Teens Like Us
Abra Bankendorf Vigna is an LBGTQ Youth Group Facilitator for Youth 
Services of Southern Wisconsin, Teens Like Us–Madison. Teens Like Us 
(TLU) is social, educational, and supportive youth group that has been 
providing safe spaces for Madison-area youth (ages 13–19) to feel safe, 
H[SORUH�WKHLU�LGHQWLWLHV��ÀQG�VLPLODU�RWKHUV��DQG�OHDUQ�LPSRUWDQW�OLIH�VNLOOV�
for over 20 years. Run by two dedicated group facilitators, adult vol-
unteers, and Youth Health Promoters, TLU welcomes close to 100 new 

youth to group each year, and provides both formal and informal outreach 
to upwards of 300 youth a year. TLU focuses on developing healthy in-
terpersonal relationship skills, communication skills, and stress-manage-
ment skills, and instilling safer-sex practices in their group members as 
well as in the larger Madison community. 

Teens Like Us Alumni: 
Looking Back, Looking Forward 

JAMES SCHOENEMANN The dedicated TLU group facilitators 
gave me the necessary tools to safely cope with the transpho-
bia and homophobia that most queer youth experience on a 
UHJXODU�EDVLV��7KH\�DOVR�JDYH�PH�WKH�FRQÀGHQFH��VHOI�HVWHHP��
and life skills I needed to survive and to prepare me for adult-

hood. If it weren’t for this group, I would have probably gotten into lots of 
trouble, dropped out of high school, or committed suicide. 

KAT MILLER Being a part of TLU sustained a part of my soul 
that needed nourishment at such a crucial period of growth. I 
didn’t go looking for anything in particular, but eventually I 
realized that I was surrounded by people who understood the 
unique problems and emotions that an LGBTQ youth has, 

and I felt valued for (and not despite) being the person I was. I never let 
go of that standard.

EMMA ZELDIN�7/8�KHOSHG�PH�FRPH�RXW�DQG�IHHO�FRQÀGHQW�LQ�
my sexuality. It also introduced me to struggles aside from 
my own (racism, transphobia, etc.). I was given many lead-
ership positions that helped me get jobs in queer spaces later 
on in college.

WHAT’S TRENDING!YOUTH"
educators and administrators in creating schools where these 
young people can thrive.

Peer-based Education
ATLAS COUNSELING, LLC
ALEXANDER C. EINSMAN, MS MFT

LGBTQ youth are resilient seeds of change in our 
diverse community. As adults, we must cultivate 
their strengths during adolescence, as it is a pivotal 

point in human development. I have had the privilege of work-
ing with LGBTQ youth at Briarpatch and in the Teens Like Us 
youth group. This provided me with the opportunity to observe 
how an a%rming atmosphere can foster growth, leading to an 
enhanced sense of personal identity and self-esteem. Peer-based 
education allows youth to build con#dence by teaching other 
youth about important topics such as LGBTQ education, healthy 
relationships, and safety. More and more families are engaged 
in or completing the journey of acceptance for their LGBTQ 
members. When family and community encourage our youth to 
achieve, we are nourishing the future of the LGBTQ community.

Inclusion, Support, and Safety
MADISON METROPOLITAN SCHOOL DISTRICT
LIZ LUSK, GLBTQ PROGRAM SUPPORT

For some time now, our e!orts to support LGBTQ 
youth have emphasized gay, lesbian, bisexual, and 
questioning youth with little view toward implica-

tions for queer youth who identify as transgender and gender 
non-conforming. Education around the country is now looking at 

WHAT’S TRENDING !YOUTH"
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nited Way engages our community, mobilizes volunteers, and 
VWUHQJWKHQV� ORFDO� QRQSURÀWV� WR� DFKLHYH� PHDVXUDEOH� UHVXOWV�
and change lives in the areas of education, safety, and health. 
Steve Mendez, director of marketing at United Way of Dane 

County, shares this message and works to build partnerships with lo-
FDO�IRU�SURÀW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�UHDOL]H�KRZ�LPSRUWDQW�WKLV�ZRUN�LV�DQG�
want to get involved as sponsors, donors, and volunteers.

United Way created Play and Learn sites, of which there are 34 in 
Dane County, as a strategy to make more children ready to learn by the 
time they reach kindergarten. In 2011, 41 percent of Madison children 
entering kindergarten did not have the skills necessary to be successful 
in school—these children start school behind their peers, and typically 
stay there. United Way aims to increase kindergarten readiness to 75 
percent in Dane County by 2013. Play and Learn sites not only give 
children the opportunity for quality play experiences, but they also pro-
vide parents with free skills and resources necessary to take a success-
IXO�UROH�DV�WKHLU�FKLOG·V�ÀUVW�DQG�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WHDFKHU��,Q�������������
parents and caregivers received education and support as their child’s 
ÀUVW�WHDFKHU�WKURXJK�3OD\�DQG�/HDUQV�DQG�RXU�KRPH�YLVLWDWLRQ�SURJUDP�

WHAT’S TRENDING!GSAs"

Affirming and Confidential
Psychological Services

�� ,QGLYLGXDO�3V\FKRWKHUDO\
 … Adult
 … Child (including Play Therapy)

�� &RXSOHV·�7KHUDS\

�� )DPLO\�7KHUDS\

�� 3DUHQW�&RQVXOWDWLRQ

�� $GGLFWLRQV�5HFRYHU\�6XSSRUW

&KLOG�DQG�)DPLO\�3V\FKRORJLFDO�6HUYLFHV
437 South Yellowstone Drive, Suite # 218, Madison 53719

��������������

'HQQLV�&KULVWRIIHUVHQ��3V\�'���/&6:��&6$&
/LFHQVHG�3V\FKRORJLVW��&HUWLÀHG�&OLQLFDO�6XEVWDQFH�$EXVH�&RXQVHORU

6WUHVV�	�$Q[LHW\�0DQDJHPHQW���0RRG�0DQDJHPHQW
6HOI�(VWHHP�(QKDQFHPHQW���5HODWLRQVKLS�6DWLVIDFWLRQ

$GDSWLYH�&RSLQJ�ZLWK�/HDUQLQJ�'LVRUGHUV��$GGLFWLRQV�	�7UDXPD

ZZZ�FKLOGDQGIDPLO\SV\FKRORJLFDO�FRP
3URXGO\�/*%7�LGHQWLÀHG

Affirming and Confidential
Psychological Services

ZZZ�FKLOGDQGIDPLO\SV\FKRORJLFDO�FRP
3URXGO\�/*%7�LGHQWLÀHG

Layers of Experience
UW&MADISON LGBT CAMPUS CENTER
GABRIEL C. JAVIER, DIRECTOR, ASSISTANT DEAN OF STUDENTS

How and when students come out will continue 
to be a central part of the work of LGBT campus 
centers—but what is changing is the complexity 

of the stories and experiences. Students are #nding support 
systems through Gay-Straight Alliances in high schools, and they 
often add layers to their experiences by exploring their multiple, 
intersecting identities in college. What this means is that we are 
constantly looking for role models and mentors for students who 
can speak to a spectrum of experiences and intersecting identi-
ties. Particularly when we are talking about LGBTQ people of 
color, people of faith, and people who identify across the gender 
identity/expression spectrum, we are constantly seeking models 
of success to show young people ways to thrive.

Gay-Straight Alliances 
and Similar Clubs
DANE COUNTY - A Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA) is a club where 
students can talk about issues of sexual orientation and gender 
identity and work on projects to advocate for social change. The 
following information was provided by GSAFE, the Gay Straight Alli-
ance for Safe Schools. GSAFE increases the capacity of LGBTQ youth 
and students, educational sta!, and families to create school envi-
ronments where all LGBTQ youth and students thrive. gsafewi.org

1. Deer#eld High School – Tolerance, Respect, Equality, Education (TREE)
2. DeForest High School – Gay-Straight Alliance
3. Madison Blackhawk Middle School – Gay-Straight Alliance
4. Madison Cherokee Middle School – Gay-Straight Alliance
5. Madison East High School – Gay-Straight Alliance
6. Madison La Follette High School – Gay-Straight Alliance
7. Madison Memorial High School – Gay-Straight Alliance
8. Madison O’Kee!e Middle School – Gay-Straight Alliance
9. Madison Sennett Middle School – Gay-Straight Alliance
10.  Madison Sherman Middle School – Gay-Straight Alliance
11. Madison West High School – Gay-Straight Alliance
12. Madison Whitehorse Middle School – Gay-Straight Alliance
 13. McFarland High School – Gay-Straight Alliance
 14. McFarland Middle School – Gay-Straight Alliance
 15. Middleton High School – Alliance for LGBT Equality
 16. Monona Grove High School – Gay-Straight Alliance
 17. Mount Horeb High School – Straight And Gay Alliance (SAGA)
 18. Oregon High School – Gay-Straight Alliance
 19. Sun Prairie High School – Gay-Straight Alliance

On the Social-Support Aspect of GSAs…
SUN PRAIRIE HIGH SCHOOL 
MONICA WAGNER, GSA ADVISOR

In my role as a school counselor, I see kids 
struggle with so many issues. One of the biggest 
struggles I see is coming out to friends and family. 

Creating a space where students can be themselves and give 
back to others by advocating for anti-discrimination practices is 
an important part of this process. Even if students never set foot 
in a GSA meeting, I truly believe that its mere existence is com-
forting to those who might not yet have the courage to admit to 
themselves or others that they may be LGBTQ.

On the Educational Aspect of GSAs…
MCFARLAND HIGH SCHOOL
JEFF KUNKLE

Last year, our school’s administrative team and the 
GSA met in order to discuss the implementation of 
transgender-inclusive instruction in the classroom. 

Our students, often a rather playful bunch, were extremely seri-
ous, focused, and professional, asking important questions and 
advocating e!ectively for the needs of our school’s transgender 
students. As a result of our e!orts, we are in the process of revis-
ing the health class curriculum to include transgender issues.

On the Advocacy Aspect of GSAs…
OREGON HIGH SCHOOL
JOAN KARLS

Our GSA does some amazing activities, includ-
ing Day of Silence, Words Hurt Week, and hosting a 
movie night for local schools.  We even adopted a 

section of the highway to clean up.  So I believe they are spread-
ing the word of tolerance and acceptance through their actions 
and involvement in school and community programs.

WHAT’S TRENDING !YOUTH"

playlearn& Steve Mendez is helping 
to change the lives 

of young people, one 
adventure at a time.

Steve’s concept sketch 
(right) of the play 
area at East Towne 
Mall, and the finished 
project (above).

u

 Play and Learn at East Towne
Leadership at East Towne Mall approached United Way in 2010 with 

interest in building a play area with a community-focused element. I 
worked with my team and East Towne to secure the annual sponsorship 
of Oscar Mayer, which is committed to promoting healthy lifestyles 
through play. With the additional support of CUNA Mutual Group 
and Alliant Energy, the site now hosts two formal Play and Learn ses-
sions per month, led by initiative partner Children’s Service Society of 
Wisconsin. Outside these sessions, however, the space needed to offer 
self-guided educational play for children and their parents. This is one 
feature where the area is really different from others. 

I modeled the play area, which is open to children during regular 
mall hours, after our Born Learning Trails, which are outdoor self-guid-
ed play trails in local parks. They encourage parent-child interaction in 
WKH�IRUP�RI�VWRU\WHOOLQJ��LPDJLQDWLRQ��LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ�RI�OHWWHUV��QXPEHUV��
and things in nature; and movement. I designed an actual “dirt” trail 
into the carpet and used the alphabet to guide kids and parents around 
the area. Familiar animals and letter blocks dot the trail, and a tree 
climber in the middle adds visual height. Interactive panels ask par-
ents to engage their children in talk and movement. Hopscotch adds in 
numbers. By bringing the outdoors in, we created a space where kids 
can play and learn “outside,” even when it’s too cold in the winter or 
too hot in the summer.

To learn more, go to unitedwaydanecounty.org/born-learning. QPH
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A recent biopic of J. Ed-
gar Hoover, longtime direc-
tor of the FBI, focused on 
his same-sex relationship 
with Clyde Tolson. The ques-
tions about Hoover’s sexual-
ity, however, go back to the 
1930s and 1940s. Much of 
the questioning was in cod-

ed language noting he “dresses fastidiously” or his 
“mincing step.” Charles E. Morris III, in an article in 
the Quarterly Journal of Speech 2009 entitled “Pink 
Herring & the Fourth Person: J. Edgar Hoover’s Sex 
Crime Panic,” argues that Hoover’s attack on sex 
crimes was to distract attention from his homosex-
uality. If Hoover staged an attack on sex deviants, 
then it would follow that he was not one himself.

Hoover’s #rst diverting attack occurred in 1937 
in the New York Herald Tribune magazine section 
with a featured article that had the screaming 
headline “War On the Sex Criminal.” Describing 
the enemy of this war as “the sex #end,” and as 
“the most loathsome member of the vast crime 
army,” Hoover also called for a study to determine 
“to what extent the recently widespread use of 
marijuana, or American hashish, has been respon-
sible for the sex crime.” Hoover urged “a high state 
of public vigilance and indignation.” 

Yet, Hoover avoided explicit suggestion that 
homosexuals were part of this vast army. The con-
cern was expressed mainly in terms of “a sinister 
threat to the safety of American childhood and 
womanhood.” Americans dealing with the after-
math of the Depression and looming war clouds 
in Europe did not take up Hoover’s proposed war.

In July 1947, Hoover relaunched his war with 
an article in American Magazine—this time enti-
tled “How safe is your daughter?” Clearly, this time 
he was focusing attention on the heterosexual 

sex criminal. Again in"ammatory terms such as 
“sex maniacs,” “sex #end,” “degenerates run wild,” 
and “depraved human beings, more savage than 
beasts” were sprinkled around. His opening line 
was, “The most rapidly increasing type of crime 
is that perpetrated by degenerate sex o!enders.”

Hoover also started to use the language of the 
medical profession about sex criminals, noting 
some had “crystallized psychopathic traits.” He 
also discussed withholding parole from sex of-
fenders “until the members of a board of compe-

tent medical authorities are willing to certify that 
the wrongdoer had been under successful medi-
cal observation and treatment.” He also indicated, 
“No judge should ever agree to letting them come 
to trial without #rst being subjected to medical 
and psychiatric examination.”

The national e!ort to engage in a war on sex 
crimes was greatly furthered by an article with a 
cover lead, “What Can We Do About Sex Crimes?” 
in The Saturday Evening Post of December 11, 1948 
by author David G. Wittels. Again, a feature was the 
“psychopathic personality, sometimes known as 
constitutional psychopathic inferior.” An estimate 
of “these creatures” was that “tens of thousands of 
them” were loose in the country. Again the focus 
was on women and children being at risk.

Wittels was building an argument for “the sci-
enti#c isolation of such people.” He quoted a psy-
chiatrist for the Municipal Court of Philadelphia, 
“When they are detected—and this usually can be 
done early in life—we should put them away for 
their own good and the good of society.” Noting 
that some jurisdictions had laws dealing with “so 
called ‘sexual psychopaths,’” Wittels faulted these 
laws for not allowing the commitment before they 
“committed overt crimes.” 

While Hoover might have focused on sex de-
viates as a de"ecting strategy from homosexual 

speculation, once the ball was rolling there was no 
telling where it would go. David K. Johnson in The 
Lavender Scare: the Cold War Persecution of Gays 
and Lesbians in the Federal Government, has not-
ed, “‘Sexual psychopath’ was an ambiguous term, 
but one that frequently was con"ated with ‘homo-
sexual,’ since most observers assumed that homo-
sexuals were sick, could not control themselves, 
and needed to recruit new members to their ranks.”

In Wisconsin, this would be the case. The Wis-
consin press covered Hoover’s call for a war on sex 
crimes and joined in. The Wisconsin State Journal 
blared, “Hoover Asks Sex Crime War.” The Osh-
kosh Daily Northwestern had an editorial entitled, 
“Drive on Sex Crimes.” The Sheboygan Press would 
print a letter from State Senator Gus Buchen 
talking about, “The recent wave of so-called ‘sex 
crimes’ in Wisconsin and elsewhere …” The Mil-
waukee Journal that year editorialized that “sex 
crimes seem to be increasing in Wisconsin.”

An earlier incident in the state had stoked the 
#res of sex-crime panic. On September 23, 1946, 
the Milwaukee Sentinel headlined, “Amnesty for 
Sex Convict Stirs Wrath of Law Here.” The story 
was that the Milwaukee sheri! and the acting Mil-
waukee police chief were outspoken in their dis-
approval of an action by Acting Governor Walter 
Goodland. Goodland had reduced the sentence 
of a 50-year-old man from 25 years to 10 years. 
The man had been convicted in municipal court 
of two counts of taking indecent liberties with 
a minor and one count of sodomy. Contrary tes-
timony threw doubt on one of the charges and 
was weighed by the governor. The sheri! noted 
the action would “give encouragement to other 
sex criminals.” Presumably this was because 10 
years would be thought of as nothing. The acting 
police chief wanted to emphasize that “sex crimes 
frequently account for a third of the total crime 
listed in the department’s daily report.” The sher-
i! noted that the Metropolitan Commission on 
Crime Prevention was preparing a bill for the next 
legislature for segregating sex criminals. 

Wisconsin State Senator Bernhard Gettelman, 
a Republican from Milwaukee, not even waiting 
for Hoover, plunged ahead and introduced to the 
1947 legislature a Wisconsin Sexual Psychopath 
Law on April 3: Senate Bill 486, which was referred 
to the Committee on Education and Public Wel-
fare. The Wisconsin Sheri! Magazine, in reporting 
on the law, noted the sponsorship of the legisla-
tion by the Milwaukee Metropolitan Crime Pre-
vention Commission. The Senate, composed of 22 
Republicans, six Democrats, and #ve Progressives, 
passed its version on May 13 with no “nay” votes 
recorded. The Assembly passed a revised version 
June 19. After some more tinkering, the bill was 
signed by Acting Governor Goodland on July 30 
and published August 1. The bill de#ned a sexual 
psychopath not by acts but by mental state. Such 
a person was one “su!ering from condition of 
emotional instability or impulsiveness of behavior 

Diversionary Tactics
J. Edgar Hoover and the 1940s war on sex crimes in Wisconsin.

feature ... as to render a person irresponsible for his con-
duct with respect to sexual matters and thereby 
dangerous to himself and to other persons.”

Under the law, one did not have to commit any 
sexual crime—an actual overt act—to fall under 
its purview. When facts were presented to a dis-
trict attorney about a possible sexual psychopath, 
the district attorney could petition a court for a 
hearing. The accused could have defense counsel, 
and two doctors were to examine the accused. 
The court could then determine if the accused 
was a sexual psychopath. If found to be so, he was 
committed to an institution designated by the 
Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors. The leg-
islature had been told during the consideration 
of the law that a Milwaukee institution could deal 
with such persons.

Senator Gettelman’s purpose behind the law 
came to light in a story in the Madison Capital 
Times of February 7, 1945, with a similar bill he 
proposed in the previous session. The story was 
headlined, “O!er Bill Aimed at Homosexuals.” The 
story noted that although the bill only mentioned 
psychopathic personalities, “Gettelmann said it 
was aimed at homosexuals who he claimed were 
prevalent in Milwaukee and other cities.” 

A hearing on the proposed 1945 bill before the 
Senate Committee on State and Local Government 
was reported by the Capital Times on February 22, 
1945. The bill was noted as permitting con#ne-
ment of “con#rmed sodomists” for either treat-
ment or permanent isolation. Speaking for the bill 
were Milwaukee Police Chief Kluchesky and Dane 
County District Attorney Maloney. The Milwaukee 
chief noted that in his jurisdiction “alone since 
1938 a total of 871 men had been convicted of sod-
omy with the number increasing from 72 in 1938 
to 198 in 1944.” The chief said in Milwaukee “the 
sodomists hang around the theaters and make 
advances to high school youths as well as #nd-
ing people of their own kind.” Kluchesky said, “We 
want to take these con#rmed sodomists out of cir-
culation and either cure them or isolate them.” The 
Dane County District Attorney was reported say-
ing, “We have the same problem in Madison only 
here they congregate in the capitol park and not 
the theaters.” 

Maloney was noted as saying, “Progress had 
been made in treating such persons, especially by 
the army, and if the sodomist were institutional-
ized the state could follow through with the work 
started by the army.” Police Chief McCormick of 
Madison registered in favor of the bill on behalf of 
the Wisconsin Police Chiefs’ Association. Only one 
person opposed the bill at the hearing, citizen lob-
byist Miss Glady Walsh of Madison.

Some would later claim that con#nement as 
a sex criminal without having committed a sex 
crime but merely because one was determined a 
sexual psychopath raised constitutional issues. 
But constitutional issues were not a strong point 
for Senator Gettelman. An example is the provi-

sion in the Constitution against cruel and unusual 
punishments. The Milwaukee Journal of November 
18, 1947 carried a headline “Ask Whipping for Sex 
Crime.” Sen. Gettelman was proposing the creation 
of state whipping posts for certain crimes. The Wis-
consin State Journal story the next day character-
ized him as advocating “whipping-post justice.” If 
the good senator had thought about S/M devo-
tees, he may not have viewed the proposed pun-
ishment in the same light. 

One of the advocates for the sexual psychopath 
law of 1947 was The Milwaukee Journal. Over a pe-
riod of several years, the paper carried dozens of 
editorials about the law and its implementation. 
The terms used included “slaves of lust” and “men-
ace of sex perverts” which danced in its pages.

For The Milwaukee Journal, homosexuals were 
part of the problem as the paper proved in its edi-
torial comments. In 1946, the Journal editorialized 
about “Sex Crimes in Milwaukee.” The paper cited 

Police Chief Polcyn on “the growing menace of the 
rapist and the sex pervert in the community.” The 
editorial praised the e!orts of the Milwaukee crime 
commission for its proposal, “which would make 
it possible to commit the overt homosexual to a 
special institution, not for a term but until cured.” 
In March 1947, supporting the bill introduced by 
Sen. Gettelman, it editorialized, “It is the only hope 
for ending the vicious attacks on girls and young 
women and the corruption of boys and young men 
which are becoming an increasing problem.” In an-
other March editorial, it supported institutional-
izing the sexual psychopath even if “the commit-
ment might mean for life.” In June, again pushing 
for the law, the paper illustrated the need by citing 
a mother whose son had been molested by a man 
still at large after having been reported. 

Even after the law was passed, the Journal was 
hoping that homosexuals would be caught in its 
net of permanent isolation. The paper, in an edito-
rial on “Wisconsin and ‘Big Bill’ Tilden” noted the 
unsatisfactory outcome of short sentences. Tilden, 
a famous tennis player of the 1920s, had been 
sentenced in 1949 to one year on a road gang for 
molesting a 16-year-old at a time when he was on 
parole for a similar moral o!ense from 1946.

Dick Wagner (rrdickwagner@gmail.com), openly gay former 
Dane County Board Chair and co-chair of Governor Earl’s 
Commission on Lesbian and Gay Issues, is now working on gay 
Wisconsin history and welcomes topics and sources.

Our History by Richard Wagner
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“The sodomists hang around the 
theaters and make advances to  

high school youths as well as  
finding people of their own kind.”  

Kluchesky said, “We want  
to take these confirmed sodomists 
out of circulation and either cure 

them or isolate them.”

J. Edgar Hoover with his 
rumored lover, Clyde Tolson.
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quality of life

Boo and His Dads
Breeds: English Springer Spaniel/American Blue Heeler
Age: 1.5 years
Family: Justin Krause & Scott Brown

Boo, where did you meet Scott and Justin? I met my dads at the Dane 
County Humane Society. 

Boo, what kind of family member is Scott? Justin?  Scott: He’s a pushover. 
I can usually get whatever I want from him; he lets me sit on his lap 
(even though I’m a bit big to be a lap dog), and he takes me on long 
walks in the evening. Justin: He’s the pack master; he keeps me in line 
(although sometimes he lets me roughhouse in the house), teaches 
me lots of tricks, and takes me running. 

Scott and Justin, what kind of family member is Boo? He’s a working dog! 
The schedule at our house it set by Boo: it revolves around mealtime, 
walk time, playtime, and nap time. Everything else is secondary. He is 
like an activities director in that way. 

Boo, what is your favorite toy? Tennis balls (I LOVE TENNIS BALLS!) are my 
favorite, followed closely by American Antler Dog Chews.

Boo, what are your must-have treats? Any treat is my must-have treat. I 
must have treats! All my treats come from bad dog frida, unless one 
of my grandmas sneaks me something I’m not supposed to have.

Scott and Justin, how does Boo meet your needs? Boo is a great focus 
for our di"erent energies. He’s one of the most good-natured, 
friendly companions one could ask for. He’s a constant source 
of unconditional love. Boo is such a character that he keeps us 
entertained and laughing. He’s a great reminder of what is really 
important in life. 

Boo, how do Scott and Justin meet your needs? They are my best friends; 
they keep me clean, fed, exercised, and looking good. They provide 
endless entertainment and make sure I’m happy and content! 

If dogs could talk, what would you say? “Start each day with excitement 
and a wagging tail, celebrate mealtimes, and eat with gusto—having 
enough to eat is a blessing. Get out and explore your neighborhood, 
approach strangers as potential friends and playmates, and always 
leave your mark wherever you go so those who come after you know 
you were there.”

Favorite pet shop: bad dog frida  
Animal clinic: UW-Madison Veterinary Hospital

To advertise, contact us at: OURLIVESMADISON.COMPhotographed by Beth McConnell
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he only certainty for same-sex couples 
who want to create a family is that 
their children are not born “by ac-

cident.” Children of same-sex couples are 
deeply wanted, planned for, and sometimes 
contracted for. Whether these contracts can 
be enforced is a question Wisconsin’s Court 
of Appeals has recently asked our Supreme 
Court to answer.

In the current case before the court, two 
heterosexual couples contracted for one of 
the wives to have a child for her childhood 

friend who, for medical reasons, could not 
bear children. The woman who contracted 
WR�EH�WKH�VXUURJDWH�DOUHDG\�KDG�ÀYH�FKLOGUHQ��
Neither she nor her husband wanted more 
children for their family.

The couples, each represented by attor-
neys, executed a clear and well-crafted agree-
ment where the surrogate mother would be 
DUWLÀFLDOO\�LQVHPLQDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�VSHUP�RI�WKH�
“intended father” (the husband of the woman 
who could not bear children), and, upon giv-
ing birth, would waive all parental rights. The 
contract provided that the father and his wife 
would be the sole legal parents of the child.

The pregnancy was successful, but the 
relationship between the couples deteriorated. 
The father’s wife accused him and the sur-
rogate mother of having an “emotional affair” 

and threatened divorce. The surrogate mother 
states that she was concerned about the 
stability of their marriage. After the child’s 
birth, the surrogate mother allowed the child 
to live with the father, but refused to waive 
her parental rights.

The father and his wife remained married. 
Despite their continued marriage, the sur-
rogate mother refused to honor her original 
agreement to waive her parental rights. In 
a court hearing, the surrogate mother was 
awarded limited placement with the child 
for a few hours every couple of weeks. The 
father and his wife appealed, requesting 
the court to enforce the contract. Everyone 
agreed the child, now about two years old, 
was doing well with the father and his wife.

Absent a written agreement, the law would 
be clear. The biological father and biological 
mother would be presumed to have equal cus-
todial rights to the child, and the child would 
have rights to physical placement with both 
parents. The question is whether biological 
parents and “intended parents” can contract 
these rights away.

The intention of these parents was clear:
“WHEREAS, Carrier is a married adult 

UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�6WDWH�RI�:LVFRQVLQ��KDV�ÀYH�����
children, does not desire nor intend to parent 
any additional children, and desires to take 
part in the insemination procedure in which 
Carrier will serve as a carrier for Parents in 
RUGHU�WR�IXOÀOO�3DUHQWV·�GHVLUH�WR�SDUHQW�D�FKLOG�
and their desire to retain full care, custody, 
and control of, and responsibility for, this 
child; and Parents will accept custody of and 
assert full parental rights and responsibili-
ties to Child immediately upon Child’s birth, 
regardless of any impairment of Child ... 

The parties will perform any and all acts 
and execute any and all documents deemed 
helpful to vest Child’s legal custody and 
physical placement in Parents and to ensure 
that Parents’ names are placed on Child’s 
ELUWK�FHUWLÀFDWH�����3DUHQWV�ZLOO�KDYH�SK\VLFDO�
placement of Child immediately upon Child’s 
birth and Child will be placed with Parents 
upon Child’s release from the hospital. Car-
rier and Husband waive any and all claims to 
parentage, custody, visitation, and physical 

placement of Child, and the right to petition 
a court for any such rights pursuant to Wis. 
Stat. § 767.43 or any other applicable legal 
authority. Parents shall be solely responsible 
for the Child unless otherwise expressly pro-
vided herein. Carrier and Husband will have 
no responsibility for Child’s care or support. 
The parties believe strongly that Child’s best 
interests will be served by being in Parents’ 
legal custody and physical placement, as it is 
necessary for Child to regard Parents as the 
sole legal parents and Parents’ home as the 
sole parental home … Carrier and Husband 
understand that the court cannot determine 
ÀQDOO\�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�QR�OHJDO�ULJKWV�WR�&KLOG�
prior to Child’s birth; however, they intend 
and desire that the court make such a determi-
nation as soon as possible after Child’s birth, 
in order to be relieved of the responsibilities 
or parenthood with respect to Child and to al-
low Parents to assume these responsibilities. “

One of the ways a contract can be chal-
lenged is to claim that the very subject 
matter of the agreement is “contrary to public 
policy.” In some states, courts have concluded 
that contracts entered before the birth of a 
child which require the child to live solely 
with one parent and require the other parent to 
terminate her rights are against public policy.

Contracts with a surrogate mother are 
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t
Parental Rights

Is a contract to create a family and exclude the birth mother enforceable?  
Linda Balisle considers a case examining this question.

The question comes 
down to whether a birth 
mother can contract to 
“voluntarily” waive her 
parental rights before 
she gives birth and not 
be allowed to change her 
mind afterward.
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OUR RIGHTS
not prohibited in Wisconsin. In fact, there is 
mention of “surrogate” in the statute related 
WR�ELUWK�FHUWLÀFDWHV��,W�PLJKW�VXUSULVH�VRPH�
that this statute requires that only the sur-
rogate mother’s name be placed on the birth 
FHUWLÀFDWH�XQWLO�WKH�SDUHQWDJH�RI�WKH�IDWKHU�LV�
determined. Only then can a father’s name 
EH�LQFOXGHG�RQ�WKH�ELUWK�FHUWLÀFDWH��,I�WKH�VXU-
rogate is married, her husband is presumed to 
be the father of any child she has. In the case 
of a surrogate, after the child is born, it is 
QHFHVVDU\�WR�FRQÀUP�ZKR�WKH�IDWKHU�LV�

This statute provides no guidance to 
whether the surrogate can change her mind 
about giving up her rights to the child. 
Historically, the fundamental rights of the 

biological or adoptive parent outweigh what 
some might consider to be the best interests 
of the child. The case law from the United 
States Supreme Court provides that the rights 
of a parent are fundamental rights, and can 
be terminated only if a parent is found to be 
XQÀW��7KH�VXUURJDWH�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�:LVFRQVLQ�
FDVH�LV�FOHDUO\�QRW�DQ�XQÀW�SDUHQW��DQG��LQ�
IDFW��ZDV�D�PRWKHU�RI�ÀYH�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�D�GHDU�
friend to the intended mother. 

The question comes down to whether a 
birth mother can contract to “voluntarily” 
waive her parental rights before she gives 
birth and not be allowed to change her mind 
afterward. Is such a contract invalid because 
it is against public policy, or is it invalid be-
cause of the fundamental rights of a biologi-
cal parent? Or do such contracts, when the 
parents are adequately represented and know 
exactly what they are agreeing to, supersede 
these legal considerations? 

The question of money is part of the 
concern in this case. During the pregnancy, 
the father and intended mother paid for the 
medical and some living expenses of the 
surrogate. If the father were not the biologi-
cal father, there might be a clear violation 
of Wisconsin law, which prohibits paying 
money to a pregnant woman in exchange 
for receiving sole custodial rights to a child. 
But it could be argued that this father, as a 
ELRORJLFDO�IDWKHU��KDV�ÀQDQFLDO�REOLJDWLRQV�
toward this child by law, and would be free 
to contribute to the mother’s expenses. The 
issue in this case is whether the payments of 
the mother’s expenses were in exchange for 

receiving a child, which is prohibited. 
While the explanation of this case may 

seem complex to some, it actually is a rela-
tively straightforward situation and is referred 
to as a “traditional” surrogate childbirth. 
$UWLÀFLDO�LQVHPLQDWLRQ�RI�D�ELRORJLFDO�PRWKHU�
by a willing father establishes a baseline for 
legal decisions. If either the egg or sperm are 
donated by unknown persons, some courts 
have balanced the rights of the surrogate 
mother, the intended father, and the child 
differently in deciding whether to enforce 
the contract. From the child’s point of view, 
of course, the source of the egg and sperm 
is irrelevant. What matters to the child is the 
attachment to the parents who actually care 

for him or her.  
Reproductive technology has long out-

stripped the ability of the courts to analyze the 
related rights of the parents and the children. 
In this case, the trial court acknowledged that 
the child was doing quite well at his “in-
tended parents’” home. The primary expert 
who advised the court recommended that the 
“intended parents” be awarded sole custody 
and placement to prevent the child from ex-
periencing the negative effects of living with 
WZR�IDPLOLHV�LQ�FRQÁLFW��8QOLNH�D�GLYRUFH�RI�D�
child’s two parents who were married, it was 
argued that there was no reason to expose this 
child to that type of upbringing.

The trial court rejected the expert’s recom-
mendation. The fundamental parental rights 
of the biological mother carried great weight. 
The trial court also considered the fact that 
WKLV�FKLOG�KDV�ÀYH�KDOI�VLEOLQJV�ZKR�PLJKW�
contribute positively to the child’s life. 

Now the appellate courts have to decide 
whether a trial court should even consider 
what might be good for this child if the sur-
rogate mother shares parenting when there is 
a contract that excludes the surrogate mother 
from the child’s life. While there are two 
biological parents involved in this case, the 
court’s decision must consider whether it 
would draw the same conclusion if neither the 
“intended parents” nor the surrogate mother 
were the biological parents of the child. Any 
rule regarding surrogate parents contracts 
would have to apply to all situations. 

Such cases remind some of the biblical 
Solomon when confronted by two women 

claiming to be the mother of a child. Rather 
than see the child split in two as threatened 
by Solomon, the true mother gave up her 
rights to the child. In fact, this trial court 
quoted that biblical story in support of its 
decision to grant the surrogate mother place-
ment rights with the child resulting in this 
child being split between two families. 

Today, courts not held to the standards of 
Solomon must decide whether a person or 
couple unable to have their own biological 
child can enforce a contract with a surrogate 
mother who volunteered to have their child 
and then step aside as a parent. 

For those interested in the details of the 
case, you can read the briefs submitted to the 
Court of Appeals at http://miniurl.org/surro-
gacy1 as well as the Court of Appeals’ request 
to the Wisconsin Supreme Court to take the 
case at  http://miniurl.org/surrogacy2.

Even if the Supreme Court does not take 
the case at this time, the Court of Appeals 
will issue a decision on the case and the par-
ties may then request the Supreme Court to 
take the case.

Linda Balisle is a shareholder in the Madison law "rm of 
Balisle & Roberson, S.C. where she practices Family Law. 
For the LGBT community she has worked in the courts and 
legislature to establish rights of children of LGBT parents.
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In fact, this trial court quoted that biblical story in 
support of its decision to grant the surrogate  
mother placement rights with the child resulting in  
this child being split between two families.
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111 n. broom St.
(corner of broom & mifflin) 

608-255-2616

open 24 hourS mon-fri and until midnight Sat/Sun

� We are a small locally owned grocery store
� Serving downtown Madison since 1983
� Helping organizations that make downtown Madison 

a better place to live, shop and work
� Proudly diverse customer base
� Walk to the store — Free delivery with $40 purchase!
� Order on line ($4.95 shopping fee) and delivery is FREE 

capcentremarket.com
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What does change 
mean to you?

Alexander Einsman, MS MFT 
Individual & Family Therapist

ATLAS COUNSELING LLC
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Free initial consultation 
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www.atlasmadison.com 
608.535.9285

+V^U[V^U 

0Z[OT\Z�3VJH[PVU 

����5��7PUJRUL`�:[�

OUR HEALTH

HOI�LGHQWLÀHG�/*%�\RXWK�DQG�\RXWK�ZLWK�
same-sex sexual behaviors face several 
health disparities—particularly related to 

mental health and alcohol and drug use, includ-
ing tobacco. As a public-health advocate for 
15 years, I know we have to continue to look 
further upstream if we hope to prevent negative 
outcomes for health. And as an adult, I know 
these health issues that may have begun in our 
youth can linger as we become adults. It isn’t 
“those kids”; it’s us. 

For the issue focused on youth, I wanted 
to offer a baseline picture of health disparities 
experienced by Wisconsin’s LGB youth. The 
best data available comes from the Wiscon-
sin Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS). 
I interviewed my colleague Anneke Mohr 
(MSW, MPH), who analyzed the data from the 
past few surveys. Anneke is a UW population 
health service fellow placed with the Wiscon-
sin Department of Health Services AIDS/HIV 
Program and Great Lakes Inter-Tribal Epide-
miology Center in Lac du Flambeau. 

How does the Youth Risk Behavior Survey capture risk 
behaviors of young LGB people?

The Youth Risk Behavior Survey is a nation-

wide survey that includes a core set of roughly 
100 questions where youth self-report behav-
iors related to various health issues. Every 
other year, roughly 2,500 high school students 
across Wisconsin complete the survey. States 
can choose to add questions to learn more about 
certain issues, trends, or behaviors. Wisconsin 
added a sex-of-sex-partner question in 2007 
and a sexual-orientation question in 2011. 

Can you talk a bit about the potential for capturing 
transgender youth in the YRBS?

Currently, no state’s YRBS asks about gen-
der identity. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) is testing different 
ways to capture gender identity and has not 
\HW�LGHQWLÀHG�D�UHFRPPHQGHG�VWDQGDUG�TXHV-
tion. Through the Affordable Care Act, the US 
Department of Health and Human Services 
was charged with improving LGBT data col-
lection. They are in the process of developing 
a standard gender-identity question, which will 
be ready by 2013. The Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction could then choose to add 
a gender-identity question to the 2015 survey. 

How many youth &t the de&nition of sexual minority, 
according to the YRBS?

About 10% of sexually active high school 
students statewide reported same-sex sexual 
contact between 2007 and 2011. About 9% 
LGHQWLÀHG�DV�/*%��RU�XQVXUH�LQ�������

Why is it important to ask about both LGB identity and 
same-sex sexual behavior?

I think people see a more direct link between 
sexual behavior and health outcomes, but 
there has been increasing  attention to the link 
between identity and health outcomes. Some 
people have same-sex sexual contact but don’t 
identify as LGBQ,  and some people identify as 
LGBQ but haven’t had sexual contact.  

We have only done a limited analysis of 
the 2011 data on LGBQ identity, but so far 
it appears that the risk behaviors are very 
similar for both youth with same-sex sexual 
behavior and youth who identify as lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, or unsure. Youth who identify as 
bisexual appear to have even greater risk than 
youth who identify as lesbian, gay, or unsure. 

What are areas of disparity for sexual minority youth? 

<RXWK�ZLWK�VDPH�VH[�VH[XDO�FRQWDFW�KDG�ÀYH�
times greater odds of attempting suicide and 
JHWWLQJ�LQMXUHG�LQ�D�ÀJKW�DW�VFKRRO��IRXU�WLPHV�
greater odds of methamphetamine use, and 
nearly three times greater odds of being a daily 
cigarette smoker compared to students with 
opposite-sex sexual contact only. Bisexual stu-
dents had eight times greater odds of attempting 
VXLFLGH�DQG�ÀYH�WLPHV�JUHDWHU�RGGV�RI�IHHOLQJ�
depressed compared to heterosexual students. 

Youth with same-sex sexual contact were 
less likely to report feeling loved by their fam-
ily, feeling their teachers care, and feeling they 
belong at school. They were also less likely to 
report earning mostly A’s and B’s. 

In addition to having higher rates of risk be-
haviors and lower rates of support, youth with 
same-sex sexual contact appear to initiate risk 
behaviors sooner than youth with opposite-sex 
sexual contact only: 17 percent report having 
sex before age 13 compared to six percent of 
youth with opposite-sex sexual contact only, 
and 29 percent report smoking a cigarette 
before age 13 compared to 12 percent of youth 
with opposite-sex sexual contact only.

How can health be improved for sexual minority youth? 

Since a lot of sexual minority youth don’t 
feel support at home or school, families and 
schools have some work to do to make sure all 
youth feel accepted, loved, and supported. The 
CDC recommends that agencies and schools 
adopt policies and practices to create a safe and 
supportive environment and train staff to un-
derstand the needs of sexual minority youth to 
effectively implement programs and services. 

Agencies like GSAFE and Diverse and 
Resilient do a phenomenal job of provid-
ing services, but as they say in public health, 
health starts where you live, learn, work, play, 
and pray. There needs to be a culture of love 
and acceptance at home and in the community. 

Is there anything else you would like LGBT communi-
ties to know about sexual minority youth in Wisconsin?

I think it’s important to continue to expand 
visibility and services for LGBT youth, espe-
cially in rural areas. Growing up in Ripon, I 
wish I had had more positive LGBT role mod-
els and had access to a GSA. Even something 
DV�VLPSOH�DV�D�UDLQERZ�VWLFNHU�RQ�DQ�RIÀFH�GRRU�
can make a world of difference. Q

Molly Herrmann is an activist, researcher, trainer, and 
consultant on LGBT intimate partner violence (IPV) with 
Humble Pie Consulting. She also currently works as a health 
educator in the state AIDS/HIV Program.
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We Are Young
What is the status of lesbian, gay, and bisexual youth in our state?  

Molly Herrmann talks with Anneke Mohr about the biannual 2011  
Wisconsin Youth Risk Behavior Survey.

NYLE BIONDI
Licensed Therapist

(608) 219.1744
www.nylebiondi.com

Proudly serving the 
LGBT community.“

“

Youth with same-sex sexual 
contact appear to initiate 
risk behaviors sooner than 
youth with opposite-sex 
sexual contact only: 17 
percent report having sex 
before age 13 compared 
to six percent of youth 
with opposite-sex sexual 
contact only.

“I want to support my gay and  
lesbian friends. I’m just not sure how  

or where to do it.”
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Stephanie
Graham, PhD

LICENSED 
PSYCHOLOGIST
608-509-8060

702 N. Blackhawk Ave.
Ste 209

Respectful and Affirmative 
psychotherapy with  
individuals and couples

free initial phone consultation
Proud community member

drstephaniegraham.com

Achieve the dream 
of home ownership

Subject to credit approval. Equal Housing Lender. Associated Bank, N.A. 
is a Member FDIC and Associated Banc-Corp. (4/12) 1336

To find out how you can get into the home of your 
dreams, call Mike today.
 Buyer’s Edge® – first-time homebuyers program
 Fixed- and adjustable-rate mortgages
 New construction loans
 Refinancing
 Providing statewide support to the community

Michael Fumelle
4402 East Towne Blvd.
608-259-4263
Michael.Fumelle@ 
AssociatedBank.com
NMLS ID: 523546

I can help you:
Live authentically

Overcome depression, anxiety, 

ORZ�VHOIĥHVWHHP

Improve your relationship

Thrive in life

Free initial phone consultation:

www.drlacocque.com
(608) 358-6868
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David

Lacocque,
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OUR ISSUES

hh…the holidays. Such a wonderful 
part of the year. A time to connect 
with family, sing carols around the 

piano, and eat meals lovingly prepared to 
perfection. It’s the chance for relaxing travel 
ÀOOHG�ZLWK�FKHHU�DQG�WKH�H[FLWHPHQW�RI�VHHLQJ�
everybody again.

Oh wait, that may only happen in the 
movies. In real life, therapists are open extra 
hours to accommodate the stress that people 
carry through the holidays. For some people, 

this is a time for reminders of unresolved 
issues with family that have been simmering 
all year, painful memories from contentious 
holidays of the past, and the loneliness that 
comes if family members are no longer pres-
ent in our lives.

With another holiday season upon us, are 
you excited? Anxious? Happy? Sad? Some 
mixture of all of the above?

1. Stop stressing yourself out over expectations 
that you have put on yourself.�,�UHDOO\�ÀQG�WKDW�
much of holiday stress lies in this category. 
Examples are skipping sleep to bake all of the 
cookies that you have to bake, spending more 

money than you should to ensure that every-
body is happy, or running yourself ragged to 
get the house perfect for visitors. 

Of course, straight people have plenty of 
experiences with stress and sadness during 
the holidays. However, queer folks often have 
all of the “regular” holiday stresses in addi-
tion to some that are unique to our lives.

I regularly witness beautiful resilience 
among members of the LGBTQ community. 
I especially love our ability to create a family 
during times when the families we grew up 
with fall short. I think this works remarkably 
well most of the year. However, if issues with 
family are unresolved, they often come to a 
head over the holidays. For example, I work 
with a lot of transgender people who accept 
themselves, have close friendships, and may 
even have immediate family who are trying 
to be accepting. However, they might get 
some resistance from family unless they 
agree to go to an extended family gathering 
presenting in their gender assigned at birth.

2. Have a clear sense of what things are your own 
responsibility and what really lies in the hands 
of others. You are not responsible for others’ 
happiness, opinions, or acceptance of how 
you live your life. You are responsible for 
your own happiness, and to live your life in a 
way that is consistent with your values.
�,�ÀQG�LW�KHDUWEUHDNLQJ�WR�VHH�KRZ�KDUG�

most people work to maintain family connec-
tions, only to have them severely challenged 
during family gatherings. For many years, my 
family knew that I was queer and did some 
kind of mental gymnastics to try and be ac-
cepting, but couldn’t pull it off when it came 
recognizing my partner as my partner. It took 
years for them to realize that they needed to 
ÀQG�D�ZD\�WR�DFFHSW�P\�SDUWQHU�DV�SDUW�RI�
their lives if they wanted me in their lives. 

I know that many of you have decided that 
it is easier to cut off contact with your family 
and focus on building your family of choice. I 
also know that many, many of you have been 
patient with your family, worked through 
many painful months or years to come to an 
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��DQG�QRZ�KDYH�IXOÀOOLQJ�UHOD-
tionships with the family you grew up with.

When possible, I believe that it’s best 

to try to work things out with family. I do 
understand that this is not possible for every-
body. Some families are not willing to budge 
even a bit in their beliefs. Other families are 
so dysfunctional in other ways that it can be 
KDUG�WR�ÀQG�D�SRLQW�RI�SRVLWLYH�FRQQHFWLRQ��
However, most families (especially indi-
viduals within a family) have some room to 
change, become more understanding, and ac-
cept our chosen family. This can take a lot of 
patience. Try to remember that it took most 
of us years to accept ourselves, and we need 
to give our families the same consideration.

3. Manage the expectations you have of others.
While it’s always important to remain patient 
and hopeful, don’t set yourself up for disap-
pointment by hoping that things will be radi-
cally different this year.

It is also important to be careful with your 
assumptions about how family members 
may react. For years, my partner and I just 
never bothered to go to some extended family 
gatherings because I assumed that we would 
be unwelcome as a gay couple. Recently we 
took a deep breath and went to a large family 
gathering. I was deeply moved when all of my 
aunts welcomed my partner openly. I almost 
cried when my 77-year-old Evangelical Chris-
tian aunt stood next to her Mitt Romney for 
President sign and hugged me. She whispered 
in my ear, “I am so glad that you brought 
Sheri. She is a real gem.” “Yes,” I thought, 
“Sheri is a gem. You are too, you elderly 
Evangelical, Republican aunt. You are too.”

4. Figure out what factors negatively impact 
holiday visits and adjust accordingly.  
For example, if everything is nice during 
family get-togethers until people have a bit 
too much to drink, then arrive early and leave 
before that third round of drinks. Or if the 
ÀUVW�WZR�GD\V�RI�D�YLVLW�DUH�IXQ��EXW�\RX·UH�
UHDG\�WR�NLOO�HYHU\ERG\�GD\V�WKUHH�WR�ÀYH��
then by all means book those return tickets 
for early on day three.

As this holiday season approaches, I hope 
WKDW�\RX�FDQ�ÀQG�ZD\V�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�\RXU�
loved ones. I hope that you can be brave but 
patient with those who don’t fully know you 
or accept you. I hope that you can give your 
family a chance to accept you, and allow 
for the possibility that some who have made 
mistakes in the past might change. Q

Sue and her partner Sheri have lived in Madison since 2000. 
They keep busy with their two dogs, Frankie and Maslow.  
Sue is a psychologist in private practice and can be found 
online at www.madisontherapy.com.
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a
Holiday Cheer?

Dr. Sue Gill o!ers both a re#ection and some helpful suggestions  
on recognizing and addressing family holiday stressors. 

Most families (especially 
individuals within a 
family) have some room 
to change, become more 
understanding, and accept 
our chosen family. Try to 
remember that it took 
most of us years to accept 
ourselves, and we need to 
give our families the same 
consideration.
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W. Earle Smith, Artistic Director
www.madisonballet.org

The Nutcracker @ Overture Center 
December 15-24, 2012 

Nutty Nut @ Overture Center
December 22, 2012

Dracula @ Overture Center
March 8-10, 2013

Exposed @ Bartell Theater
April 19-20, 2013 

Contact our Ticket Concierge today 
at 608.278.7990 or email 
tickets@madisonballet.org.

Madison Ballet Presents

OUT @ THE BALLET
Saturday, December 15, 2012

Join us for Madison Ballet’s annual 
production of the holiday classic, The 
Nutcracker, featuring the energetic 
choreography of Artistic Director 
W. Earle Smith set to Tchaikovsky’s 
famous score. 

Time: 5:45p reception 
        7:00p backstage tour (optional)   
        7:30p performance 

Tickets: $50 or $41
(includes reception, tour, and ticket)

Location: Overture Center for the Arts, 
201 State St., Madison, WI

Purchase your tickets beginning Oct 6 
by calling the Overture Center Ticket 
Office at 608.258.4141 or order online 
at overturecenter.com using promo 
code NUT2012. 

For additional information or to sponsor 
this event, contact the Madison Ballet 
Ticket Concierge at 608.278.7990 or 
see madisonballet.org/out.
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[ Secure Online Backups ]
[ Virus & Malware Protection ]
[ Remote & On-site Support ]
[ Personal Shopping ]
[ Website Design & Hosting ]
[ Network & Server Monitoring ]
[ Disaster Recovery Planning ]

www.techmadison.com

(608) 616-5674

OUR ELDERS

ith more than 77 million baby 
boomers turning 65 at a rate of 
10,000 per day, the United States 

is experiencing historic growth in the 65-plus 
population. Communities are being pressed 
to think differently and more broadly about 
housing, transportation, social services, 
cultural offerings, and health and wellness 
programs.
%HWZHHQ�0D\����DQG�-XQH����������D�

nationally representative sample of 1,000 
Americans ages 60 and older responded to 
the National Council on Aging’s “United 

States of Aging Survey.” For that, 2,250 
telephone interviews were conducted with 
250 respondents each in Dallas, TX; Orange 
County, CA; Miami, FL; Milwaukee, WI; 
and upstate New York. 

While information on the respondents was 
divided into several categories, an LGBT 
category was not available. The survey re-
ported that nationally, 43 percent of respon-
dents prefer to be called “senior citizens” or 
“seniors.” The third preference was “retir-
HHV�µ�IRXUWK��´ROGHU�$PHULFDQV�µ�DQG�ÀIWK��
“aging Americans.” 

Individual seniors were asked about their 
readiness for aging as well as their percep-
tions of their community’s resources. To ac-
cess national population and full Milwaukee 
ÀQGLQJV��YLVLW�QFRD�RUJ�8QLWHG6WDWHVRI$JLQJ��

+HUH�,�ZLOO�YHU\�EULHÁ\�FRQVLGHU�WKH�UH-
sponses from Milwaukeeans compared with 
national responses in the areas of caregiv-
ing, community resources, and support. The 
majority of Milwaukee data is similar to the 
overall national data on caregiving. As in 
Milwaukee, nationally seniors are providing 
long-term care as well as receiving it. 

Nationally, more than half (Milwaukee, 43 
percent) of seniors ages 70+ have someone 
they consider a caregiver. Nationally, 87 
percent (Milwaukee, 83 percent) indicated 
that their caregiver is a family member. In 
Milwaukee, 24 percent of seniors are a care-
giver to someone else. 

In Milwaukee, 43 percent (45 percent 
nationally) of respondents who serve as a 
caregiver for someone else reported that 
WKH\�ZRXOG�EHQHÀW�IURP�DGGLWLRQDO�VXSSRUW�
services like respite care. While 65 percent 
(61 percent nationally) of these caregiv-
ers are aware that there is a service in their 
community that they could call to request 
assistance with everyday needs, only 14 
percent of these Milwaukee caregivers say 
they have used that service. Nationally, an 
additional 22 percent of seniors are unsure if 
such services exist in their communities. 

When seniors ages 70 and above were 
asked about the quality of programming and 
events at senior or community centers in 
their community, 39 percent said they don’t 
visit enough to have an opinion. 

In Milwaukee, 47 percent of seniors (56 
percent nationally) believe that their com-
munity supports their ability to lead a happy 
and healthy life. A large majority of older 
Milwaukeeans give themselves high marks 
when it comes to maintaining their physical 
and mental health.

While nationally 56 percent of seniors are 
VDWLVÀHG�ZLWK�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�WKHLU�
community offers now, almost one quarter 
����SHUFHQW��KDYH�OLWWOH�RU�QR�FRQÀGHQFH�WKDW�
these resources will be available over the 
QH[W�ÀYH�WR����\HDUV�

Enter Madison’s OutReach LGBT Com-
munity Center, which has been increasing 
their programming for seniors with a lot of 
grant writing, several generous donations, 
and many hours of volunteer work over the 
last few years—despite the economic down-
turn. (Optimism sustains OutReach’s efforts 

“Share the Care” is a 
proven system that can 
organize your family, 
friends, neighbors, faith 
community, co-workers—
anyone you can imagine—
into a network of support 
at a time in your life when 
you need it most.

to be available for our community.) 
In the last year, a concern for LGBT 

caregivers and those LGBT seniors and oth-
ers who need care after a hospitalization, or 
who have a terminal or chronic illness, has 
led to the formation of a “Share the Care” 
Station at OutReach. A steering committee of 
six LGBT health professionals is molding a 
SURJUDP�WR�ÀW�RXU�FRPPXQLW\·V�QHHGV��7KH\�
have been diligently working to create a 
training program where volunteers will learn 
how “Share the Care” works and be trained 
to help others use the program effectively. 

“Share the Care” is a proven system that 
can organize your family, friends, neighbors, 
faith community, co-workers—anyone you 
can imagine—into a network of support at a 
time in your life when you need it most. We 
FDQ·W�À[�WKH�KHDOWKFDUH�V\VWHP��EXW�ZH�FDQ�À[�
the patient-care system by putting “Share the 
Care” in place so no one has to go it alone. 

This free program is based on a book 
entitled Share the Care: How to Organize a 
Group to Care for Someone Who is Seri-
ously Ill. When the program starts in 2013, 
OutReach will be looking for volunteers who 
would like to be trained in this model. Out-
Reach will also encourage people who want 
help forming their own “Share the Care” 
groups to contact OutReach. 

Please check the OutReach e-newsletters 
to learn when this program becomes avail-
able in 2013. This is just one of many gifts 
that keep on giving through OutReach. To be 
added to the e-newsletter list, contact Angie 
at  angier@lgbtoutreach.org or call (608) 
255-8582.

Our “families of choice” are important 
during the holiday season, as well as through-
out the year. There’s a great deal of comfort 
in being around like-minded people who care 
for us emotionally and/or physically. This is 
especially important when national data on 
seniors still excludes us, even though we’re 
beginning to be recognized in census data.

Caroline Werner has a Master’s degree in Social Work and 
was a case manager working with seniors in Dane County 
before retiring. Now she is the Volunteer Senior Program 
Coordinator for OutReach.
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Share the Care
Caroline Werner on the state of seniors and caregiving today.

w

A large majority of older 
Milwaukeeans give themselves 
high marks when it comes to 
maintaining their physical and 
mental health.206.1440 & 381.0114 

MadisonsAlternAtiveRealtoRs.coM

Susan oshman & Jessica Riphenburg
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Breakfast 
and Lunch 
served daily

Dinner served 
Tuesdays 
through  
Saturdays

2827 Atwood Ave 
(608) 241-2200

info@daisycafeand 
cupcakery.com

Creative 
Cupcakes 

baked 
in-house 

daily.

perfect companions
deserve the best

fromagination.com

12 s carroll, on the capitol square • 608.255.2430 

2011

order wisconsin cheese artisan boxes  
for any occasion

visit fromagination.com  
for artisanal cheeses & perfect companions  

shipped across the u.s.

• • • • •
including their family culture.” 
Wow—a philosophy of inclusive-
ness and intrinsic worth for every 

child and person who comes to BRMS.
Phase two (the design is underway, but is dependent on fundrais-

ing) of the RRC includes more space for the neighborhood center, re-
search labs for multiple sustainability and green projects, community 
gardens, orchards, a café, and more. 

To learn more about the RRC, its lead partners (Center for Resilient 
Cities, Will Allen and Growing Power, etc.), community partners, or 
KRZ�\RX�FDQ�ÀQDQFLDOO\�NHHS�WKLV�SURMHFW�PRYLQJ�DKHDG��YLVLW�ZZZ�
resilientcities.org/Resilient_Cities/PROFILE.html. —Jeanne Benink

 
bunkyscafe.net

OPEN:
Monday

5-9

Tuesday-
Thursday

11-2, 5-9

Friday
11-2, 5-10

Saturday
11-10

Sunday
5-9

2425 Atwood Ave, Madison
VISIT us at:

CATERING AVAILABLE

an you grow and nurture a more resilient life by growing and 
nurturing seedlings in a garden? If you ask my tour guide, 
Kate Stalker, project director for the Center for Resilient Cit-

LHV�� WKHQ� WKH�DQVZHU� LV� D�GHÀQLWH� ´\HV�µ�$IWHU� WRXULQJ�%DGJHU�5RFN�
Middle School, it’s easy to understand why. 

This fall, Badger Rock Middle School opened its doors to 100 
middle school students in the Resilience Research Center (RRC) at 
the corner of Rimrock and Badger Roads. This charter school, part of 
phase one of the RRC project, is in a class all its own, utilizing cutting 
edge, sustainable, and green everything. For example, two massive 
tanks, each the size of a school bus, buried outside collect 45,000 
gallons of rainwater runoff from the building, enough to water all of 
RRC’s growing areas for a full year. The center also supports a size-
DEOH�JUHHQKRXVH�ZLWK�WZR�WDQNV�IRU�UDLVLQJ�IUHVKZDWHU�ÀVK��

Inside, the overall design allows natural daylight to pour in, and 
there are skylight tubes throughout. These tubes give off so much 
light that a dimmer had to be installed on certain tubes upstairs so that 
the media screen could be viewed properly. The heating and cooling 
IRU�WKH�IDFLOLW\�FRPHV�IURP�D�JHRWKHUPDO�ÀHOG�V\VWHP��DQG�QHDUO\�DOO�RI�
WKH�À[WXUHV�LQ�WKH�VFKRRO�ZHUH�UHFODLPHG�IURP�RWKHU�XQXVHG�IDFLOLWLHV�
or donated by generous organizations and individuals.

What really excited me as a chef were the gardens where students, 
and eventually other organizations and neighborhood residents, will 
sustainably grow their own food. As a part of BRMS’s philosophy 
of employing multidisciplinary, project-based learning, the students 
will have ownership for growing and preparing healthy food for one 
another. 

Each class has its own garden where students will work in the 
growing medium (not soil—Growing Power provides a worm cast-
ing/compost blend), plant seeds, nurture plants, harvest the produce, 
and prepare it on site. There will eventually be rooftop gardens for 
more growing space. 

In today’s world of plastic-wrapped meats and pre-boxed every-
thing, it’s important that children learn where their food comes from 
and how much work it takes to bring the food from seed to plate. 
BRMS is helping students connect the dots between healthy food and 
healthy communities. 

The Badger Rock Middle School is an inclusive environment, too. 
On the school’s website, the following statement is posted under the 
“Highlights” section: “Every child is valued for their strengths—
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Co!ee Bar

Smoothies
Fresh Fruit, Chocolate
and Espresso

Knitting
Yarns, Accessories 
and Classes
We use local produce and cheese
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501 East Badger Road, Madison, WI 53713 
(608) 442-1335
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In today’s world of plastic-wrapped meats 
and pre-boxed everything, it’s important that 
children learn where their food comes from 
and how much work it takes to bring the food 
from seed to plate.

Sowing the Seeds of  
Education and Tolerance

Sustainably built Badger Rock Middle School teaches students how  
to live in harmony with the environment and each other.

Jeanne Benink is a Madison chef and the sole owner 
of Simply Served Personal Chef Service. Her 
friends often call her the soup guru, and she truly 
does have passion for exploring soups and stews 
from all over the world. You can #nd her online at 
simplyservedpersonalchef.com



62 63NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2012 NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2012

Goodness rose from the ashes of my coming out. Without the disclosure of my queerness, I would 
never have thrown myself into my high school Gay Straight Alliance, nor discovered a home within 
UW-La Crosse’s Pride Center, a magnet for beautiful and talented individuals. I would have missed 
out on a queer family. I never would have found my own power. “Vinegar Kisses” explains the sting of 
religion in coming out as queer.

Vinegar Kisses (excerpted)
[Editor’s Note: The ellipses (…) denote passages removed due to space limitations.]

Once, as a kid, I wore a crown of thorns nestled in my hair.
´7KLV�LV�ZKDW�-HVXV�IHOW�µ�P\�PRWKHU�DQQRXQFHG��KDQGV�IUDPLQJ�PH�DQG�P\�VKUHGGHG�ZKLWH�UREHV��
´7KH\�KXPLOLDWHG�-HVXV��WDXQWHG�KLP��HYHQ�IRUFHG�KLP�WR�GULQN�YLQHJDU�µ
She handed me a chipped bowl shaky with vinegar. I took a sip.
Nauseated, I sipped again.
7KH�RWKHU�FKLOGUHQ��PRXWKV�JDSHG�RSHQ��ZDWFKHG�WKLV�SKHQRPHQRQ��WKHLU�6XQGD\�VFKRROPDWH�DV�-HVXV�
without a beard. At least I had the white skin to match our Bibles’ illustrations.
´7KLV�LV�ZKDW�KH�VDFULÀFHG�IRU�XV��1DLOHG�WR�WKH�FURVV��KH�HQGXUHG�JUHDW�SDLQ�VR�ZH�PLJKW�EH�IUHH�RI�VLQ�µ
The children clapped and dissipated, abandoning me and my crown for other booths—it was a science 
fair of sorts, with bowls of vinegar at the lips of children instead of bubbling brews and crackling 
electronics.
Mom removed the crown from my head, took the bowl away, and kissed my forehead.
“You did such a good job,” she told me with bright eyes.
…
Once, as a teenager, my gut said come out! The closet was so quiet it was screaming. Come out! I 
knew I owed no one an announcement of who I loved and why, yet to keep it a secret felt like a lie of 
omission. My parents knew so little about me if they didn’t know my queerness, the driving force of 

my passion. Come out!
,�WROG�P\�GDG�RYHU�D�3%�-�VDQGZLFK��,�
chewed too much to keep from crying, and the 
sandwich grew gummy and stuck to the roof 
of my mouth. I couldn’t swallow, but I kept 
chewing.
I had thought, maybe, this would be okay.
I had thought, maybe, my dad would tell me he 
still loved me, that he loved me no matter what.
My father sorted out his Bible and killed those 
LGHDV��+H�ÁLSSHG�WKURXJK�WKH�VLOYHU�OHDIHG�
pages, marked their places, and later jotted 
down those verses on notecards for my use.
´<RX�GR�XQGHUVWDQG�µ�KH�WROG�PH��H\HV�ÀUP�DQG�
unblinking, “that this is Satan. This is not you. 
This is not my daughter. This is Satan messing 
with your head.”
…
I am the farthest thing from my family 
politically, religiously, romantically. I am what 
they don’t understand, and thus choose to hate.
But there are moments, as I sip vinegar, that 
they will kiss my forehead, eyes bright, and tell 
me I’m doing well, I’m doing so well.
-HVXV�PD\�QRW�ORYH�DOO�WKH��TXHHU��OLWWOH�
children, but my parents do, even as they page 
through the Bible to tell me of Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Even as they tell me I’m destined to 
burn in Hell. Q
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Vinegar Kisses: 
A Poem

Nicholle Johnson,  
UW-La Crosse Pride Center 
peer educator, received a 

Seekardia Writing Award for 
her poem “Vinegar Kisses.” 

We are pleased to reprint an 
excerpt of it here, accompanied 

by an introduction by the 
writer
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